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Artist  Residency  Commemorates  Hiroshima 


rt  and  history  can  combine  in 
extraordinary  ways.  MCC  Event  & 
Residency  Program  artists  Nikki  Hu  and  Guy 
Van  Duser  brought  A  Thousand  Cranes  and 
50  Massachusetts  school  children  and  edu- 
cators to  Japan  last  summer.  This  dance 
residency  program  about  the  dropping  of  the 
atomic  bomb  on  Hiroshima  was  shared  with 
Japanese  students  and  teachers. 

In  Remembrance 

Hu  and  Van  Duser  received  MCC  funds  in 
1 990  to  work  with  the  Quincy  Public  Schools 
to  create  a  production  entitled  A  Thousand 
Cranes.  The  dance  is  based  on  the  story  of 
Sadako  Sasaki,  a  1 2-year-old  girl  from 
Hiroshima  who  contracted  radiation-induced 
leukemia.  According  to  Japanese  legend, 
folding  1 ,000  origami  cranes  will  bring  the 
blessing  of  health  and  longevity.  Sadako  be- 
gan folding  cranes  while  in  the  hospital  in  an 
effort  to  get  well.  She  died  after  having 
folded  644  cranes.  In  her  memory,  Sadako's 
classmates  finished  folding  the  remainder  of 
the  origami  cranes  so  that  she  could  be  bur- 
ied with  her  wish  fulfilled. 

At  Peace  Park  in  Hiroshima  a  statue  of  a 
young  girl  holding  the  outline  of  an  origami 
crane  was  erected  to  memorialize  Sadako 
and  all  the  children  who  died  from  the  atomic 
bomb.  Every  year  paper  cranes  are  sent  to 
Hiroshima  from  all  over  the  world  as  a  trib- 
ute to  Sadako's  spirit  and  as  a  gesture  of 
hope  for  world  peace. 

In  1992,  Shoichi  Fujii,  Secretary  General  of 


the  Hiroshima  International  Relations  Orga- 
nization, saw  a  tape  of  the  Quincy  school 
children  performing  A  Thousand  Cranes.  He 
contacted  Hu  and  Van  Duser,  and  the  idea 
developed  for  a  project  that  brought  together 
50  American  and  50  Japanese  children  to 
jointly  perform  A  Thousand  Cranes  at  the 
1995  commemoration. 

Through  music  and  dance,  dark  images  of 
death,  war,  and  nuclear  destruction  are  com- 
bined with  images  of  high- 
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flying  cranes,  color- 
ful origami,  and  children  dancing  confidently 
on  stage,  creating  a  piece  that  helped  people 
move  beyond  the  controversy. 

"There's  a  kind  of  purity  that  comes  from 
children.  It  promotes  healing  and  humanitari- 
anism.  Children  signify  a  potential  of  hope 
and  beauty  in  the  natural  world,"  Hu  told  the 
Boston  Globe. 

Moving  Communication 

The  American  students  came  from  Boston, 
Cambridge,  Lexington,  Natick,  Needham, 
Newton,  Norwell,  Wayland,  and  Corning,  NY. 
Many  of  them  met  for  the  first  time  while  on 


the  plane  to  Japan,  forming  as  a  team  to 
represent  their  country.  During  the  group's 
1 0-day  stay  in  Hiroshima,  they  were  wel- 
comed by  their  Japanese  hosts,  who  pro- 
vided housing,  food,  transportation,  and 
cultural  exchange  programs. 

Although  the  American  and  Japanese  stu- 
dents did  not  speak  the  same  languages,  the 
rehearsals  for  A  Thousand  Cranes  provided  a 
universal  language.  Performances  took  place 
at  Honkawa  Elementary  School,  the  school 
closest  to  the  hypocenter;  Nobori-machi 
Junior  High,  Sadako's  school;  and  for  an  au- 
dience of  more  than  1 ,000  people  at  the  Con- 
vention Center  in  Peace  Park. 

Susan  Farrell,  a  teacher  from  Quincy's 
Bernazzani  School,  said  this  trip  was  about 
children  and  giving  them  experiences  to 
form  a  basis  of  their  attitudes  for  the  future. 
Strangers  came  together  through  this  experi- 
ence and  formed  lifelong  connections. 

Continued  on  P.4 

Important  Dates 


February  22, 1996 

Education  Partnership  Pre-Proposal  Deadline 
for  Implementation  Grants 

April  1,1996 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for  Fall 
1996  Programs 

May  15, 1996 

Education  Partnership  Planning  and 
Implementation  Grants  Deadline 
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MCCNotes 


e  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  introduce  a  new  look  for  our  edu- 
cation news  bulletin.  We  hope  you  find  the 
information  useful  and  encourage  you  to 
send  us  ideas  for  future  issues. 

MCC's  Strategic  Plan 

In  Fall  1 994,  the  MCC  began  a  process  of 
developing  a  three-year  strategic  plan.  Input 
was  gathered  through  interviews,  small 
group  meetings,  public  forums,  and  meet- 
ings with  an  ad  hoc  Steering  Committee,  the 
MCC's  board,  and  a  staff  planning  commit- 
tee. Thank  you  to  everyone  who  participated 
in  this  process. 

The  MCC's  long-range  plan  reaffirms  the 
agency's  commitment  to  each  of  our  four 
primary  constituencies:  organizations,  art- 
ists, schools,  and  communities.  In  terms  of 
education,  our  activities  will  include:  continu- 
ing to  support  education  reform;  taking  a  roie 
in  teacher  professional  development;  and 
developing  a  new  funding  category  called  the 
Education  Partnership  Initiative,  which  will 
support  multi-year,  in-depth  partnerships 
among  schools  and  cultural  resource 
providers. 

Staff  Restructuring 

As  a  result  of  the  MCC's  strategic  plan,  our 
staff  structure  has  been  redesigned.  The 
Education  staff  are  as  follows:  Carol 
Guidice,  Program  Officer,  will  oversee  all  the 
education  programs  as  well  as  have  direct 
responsibility  for  the  Education  Partnership 
Initiative.  Robert  Bailey,  Program  Coordina- 
tor, will  administerthe  Event  &  Residency 
Program  and  Event  &  Residency  Roster  re- 
view process.  In  early  February  we  will  wel- 
come our  new  Program  Associate,  Benjamin 
Hanley.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  us  with 
any  questions. 

Tamsen  George,  the  former  Program  Man- 
agerfor  Schools  &  Communities,  left  the 


MCC  in  early  September  to  become  the  Head 
of  Public  Programs  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts.  Ivy  Chen,  who  recently  served  as  the 
Program  Associate  for  Education,  has  been 
promoted  to  Program  Coordinator  in  the 
MCC's  Organizations  Department. 

Event  &  Residency  Program 

We  had  our  most  recent  program  deadline  on 
November  1 , 1 995  and  received  1 82  applica- 
tions. We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  1 47 
projects  will  be  funded  this  spring.  During 
this  cycle,  we  piloted  a  new  category,  Artist- 
Teacher  Partnership,  which  allows  schools 
to  apply  for  funds  for  an  artist  to  work  di- 
rectly with  teachers.  (See  page  3  for  an  ex- 
ample of  this  kind  of  project.)  The  MCC  will 
offer  this  opportunity  again  at  the  April  1 , 
1996  deadline. 

During  recent  years,  we  have  seen  a  marked 
increase  in  the  sophistication  demonstrated 
by  schools  in  their  planning  and  implementa- 
tion of  artist-in-residence  projects.  While 
this  has  resulted  in  some  very  innovative 
projects,  it  has  also  meant  growing  competi- 
tion for  MCC  grant  funds.  Increasely,  we 
have  had  to  allocate  our  limited  resources 
among  numerous  excellent  projects,  often 
having  to  make  difficult  decisions. 

This  cycle's  grant  review  panelists  were  im- 
pressed with  the  variety  and  quality  of  appli- 
cations submitted.  However,  they 
commented  on  the  need  for  schools  to  more 
clearly  define  their  overall  goals  for  arts  edu- 
cation. Panelists  felt  many  applicants 
needed  to  explain  not  only  what  they  hoped 
to  achieve  through  a  specific  project,  but 
also  what  they  saw  as  their  long-term  vision 
for  how  arts  education  would  be  a  part  of 
their  schools. 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 

Central  to  our  new  Education  Partnership 
Initiative  is  the  belief  that  lasting  change  in 

Continued  on  P.4 


Ed  Reform  Update 

Mass.  Arts  Curriculum  Framework 
Endorsed  by  Board  of  Education 

After  nearly  two  years  of  development  and 
public  review,  the  Department  of  Education's 
Arts  Curriculum  Framework,  The  Practice  of 
Creating,  was  formally  accepted  and  en- 
dorsed by  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  December.  This  vote  marks  the  first 
time  Massachusetts  has  adopted  statewiae 
standards  for  arts  education  in  its  public 
schools,  and  it  sets  the  stage  for  advocates 
to  unite  around  common  goals  for  each  and 
every  student. 

The  development  of  curriculum  frameworks 
forthe  Arts,  English  Language  Arts,  Compre- 
hensive Health,  Mathematics,  Science  and 
Technology,  Social  Studies,  and  World  Lan- 
guages was  one  of  the  key  components  of 
the  Education  Reform  Act  of  1 993.  The  Prac- 
tice ofCreatingms  conceived  by  a  commit- 
tee of  25  teachers,  artists,  and  administra- 
tors, including  a  representative  from  the 
MCC,  working  with  staff  from  the  Mass.  De- 
partment of  Education. 

The  framework  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  collaboration  between  schools,  artists, 
and  communities  in  one  of  its  eight  Learning 
Standards:  "Students  will  participate  in  the 
community's  cultural  and  artistic  life." 

The  challenge  forthe  Department  of  Educa- 
tion in  1 996  will  be  to  help  districts  plan  to 
implement  the  frameworks,  and  to  create 
assessments  based  upon  them.  Publication 
is  scheduled  for  early  1 996.  Until  then,  The 
Practice  of  Creating  is  available  on  the 
Internet  on  the  DOE  Home  Page:  http:// 
info.doe.mass.edu.  For  further  information, 
contact  Susan  Wheltle,  Arts  Writer  and  Cur- 
riculum Frameworks  Coordinator,  at 
617-388-3300x239.  U 


Spotlight 


West  African  Dance  and  Culture 

Throughout  the  school  year,  students  at  the 
George  Lewis  Middle  School  in  Roxbury  are 
working  with  The  Art  of  Black  Dance  and 
Music  (ABDM)  to  study  the  arts  and  culture 
of  four  West  African  countries.  The  Lewis 
Middle  School  is  a  public  magnet  non-arts 
school.  One  of  the  school's  goals  is  to  have 
the  arts  infused  throughout  all  non-arts 
curricula. 

Students  are  learning  about  the  dance,  mu- 
sic, culture,  and  folklore  of  Liberia,  Senegal, 
Gambia,  and  Ghana  in  four  weekly  workshop 
sessions.  Teachers  are  participating  in  work- 
shops with  De  Ama  Battle  of  ABDM,  using 
the  theme  of  West  African  Dance/Culture  to 
create  units  of  interdisciplinary  thematic 
instruction.  Ms.  Battle  provides  teachers 
with  information  and  resource  materials 
about  the  historical,  cultural,  social,  and  geo- 
graphical aspects  of  the  four  West  African 
countries.  Teachers  follow-up  the  student 
workshop  sessions  with  student  writing  ex- 
ercises. This  residency  culminates  in  a  per- 
formance by  students  and  a  performance  by 
the  full  ABDM  troupe. 

Through  this  residency,  the  Lewis  School  will 
meet  their  goal  of  offering  students  instruc- 
tion in  dance  as  well  as  providing  teachers 
tools  to  integrate  the  arts  across  the  curricu- 
lum. For  more  information,  call  the  Lewis 
School  at  61 7-635-81 37.  Q 


Artist-Teacher  Partnership 
Program  Launched 

The  MCC's  awarded  its  first  Artist-Teacher 
Partnership  to  Mosier  Elementary  School  in 

South  Hadley.  This  program  provides  profes- 
sional development  opportunities  for  teach- 
ers. An  artist  in  any  discipline  works 
intensively  with  teachers  from  four  to  1 0 
days  on  how  to  integrate  the  arts  into  a  spe- 
cific non-arts  area  (e.g.  math,  science,  social 
studies,  etc.). 

Mosier's  Integrative  Theater  Arts  Approach 
to  the  Curriculum  project  will  bring  Priscilla 
Kane  Hellweg,  Artistic  Director  of  the 
Enchanted  Circle  Theatre,  into  Mosier  for 
five  days  of  after-school  in-service  work- 
shops. 

"Drama — one  of  the  ways  to  allow  children 
to  respond — helps  to  foster  a  more  in-depth 
understanding  of  a  text,"  said  Anne 
Farnsworth,  Mosier's  reading  specialist. 

Both  theoretical  and  practical  arts-in-educa- 
tion  techniques  will  be  used  in  Mosier's 
program.  Educators  will  discuss  arts-in- 
education  trends,  and  investigate  different 
aspects  of  theater  arts,  including  creative 
dynamics,  poetry  writing,  music,  playwriting, 
and  mask  and  prop  making. 

Sessions  will  explore  direct  ways  to  inte- 
grate theater  arts  into  non-arts  subjects.  For 
example,  teachers  might  have  students  act 
as  planets  while  studying  the  solar  system. 
Social  studies  lessons  could  be  demon- 
strated through  plays.  The  workshops 
conclude  with  teachers  organizing  a  perfor- 
mance they  will  present  to  their  students. 

For  more  information  about  Mosier's  pro- 
gram, contact  Principal  Patricia  Auth  at 
41 3-538-5077.  For  questions  about  the  Artist- 
Teacher  Partnership  Program,  call  Robert 
Bailey  at  the  MCC,  617-727-3668x347.  S3 


Congratulations___ 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists  and 
organizations  who  are  listed  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Cultural  Council's  Cultural  Re- 
sources Directory: 

Six  Cape  Verdean  participants  of  Arts  in 
Progress'  Project  ECHO  (Elders:  Culture, 
History,  Ourselves),  an  intergenerational 
program  with  elders  from  the  Vietnamese, 
Latino,  and  Cape  Verdean  communities,  per- 
formed at  the  Smithsonian's  Festival  of 
American  Folklife  this  summer  as  part  of  a 
focus  on  Cape  Verde.  In  addition,  area  edu- 
cators attended  the  festival  with  Arts  in 
Progress  staff  as  part  of  a  professional  de- 
velopment program  on  folk  arts  in  education. 

Steven  Daiber  was  among  a  select  group  of 
nationally  recognized  book  artists  who  were 
invited  to  create  original  works  of  art  in- 
spired by  the  Heralds  of  Science,  a  collection 
of  classic  scientific  texts  housed  in  the 
Dibner  Library  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
Libraries.  The  exhibit,  Science  and  the 
Artist's  Book,  explores  how  science  can 
serve  as  a  springboard  for  artistic  creation. 

Linda  Goodman  is  the  1 995  recipient  of  the 
Excellence  in  Storytelling  Award  presented 
by  the  Storytelling  Institute  at  Southern  Con- 
necticut State  University. 

Judith  O'Hare  of  You  and  Me  Puppets  re- 
ceived the  Puppeteers  of  America's  Award 
for  Puppetry  in  Education. 

Shakespeare  &  Company  was  awarded  a 
three-year  Arts  Plus  grant  from  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  for  Shakespeare  in 
the  Hands  of  Adolescents,  which  provides 
training  for  students  and  teachers  from 
seven  high  schools  in  performance 
techniques. 
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Opportunities  &  Resources 


Continued  from  P.1 

One  of  the  American  students,  Yasmen 
Schatz,  a  sixth  grader  from  the  Diamond 
Middle  School,  said  in  an  article  she  wrote 
for  the  Lexington  Minuteman,  "Many  friend- 
ships have  now  started  between  the  United 
States  and  Japan  in  this  way.  Because  if 
American  and  Japanese  children  are  friends, 
the  two  countries — two  of  the  most  eco- 
nomically powerful  countries  in  the  world — 
could  continue  to  be  friends  in  the  future 
when  we  grow  up." 

Much  of  the  funding  from  this  trip  came 
from  the  Yamada  Council  for  International 
Cooperation,  Tokyo,  with  support  from  the 
Boston  Music  Education  Collaborative,  Arts 
in  Progress,  the  Maurice  R.  Robinson  Fund, 
Young  Audiences  of  Massachusetts,  the 
MCC,  and  private  donations. 

Plans  are  now  underway  for  inviting  the 
Japanese  students  to  the  US.  A  documen- 
tary film  about  this  experience  is  being  cre- 
ated by  NHK  Japan  Broadcasting  Corporation 
with  Poor  Jack  Studios,  and  WGBH  in  Bos- 
ton, as  well  as  a  film  by  Needham  Cable 
Station.  Q 

Continued  from  P.2 

the  schools  will  only  come  from  a  coordi- 
nated, long-term  commitment  by  a 
community's  leaders,  educators,  and  cultural 
resource  providers,  working  closely  together. 
Education  Partnership  grants  are  designed 
as  an  incentive  to  bring  together  all  of  the 
parties  who  have  the  power  to  make  positive 
change  in  a  community's  schools.  For  infor- 
mation, contact  Carol  Guidice  at  61 7-727- 
3668x356.H 

Q  

Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 
1 20  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 6-4600 

Address  Correction  Requested 


AIE  Research  Compendium 
Released 

The  Arts  in  Education  Program  at  the  Na- 
tional Endowment  for  the  Arts  has  recently 
released  Schools,  Communities,  and  the 
Arts:  A  Research  Compendium.  It  summa- 
ries nearly  50  research  studies  showing  evi- 
dence of  the  critical  role  the  arts  play  when 
part  of  a  complete  education.  Compiled  by 
the  Morrison  Institute  for  Public  Policy  at 
Arizona  State  University,  the  book  answers 
questions  commonly  asked  by  education 
policy-makers  regarding  arts  education. 

"For  the  immediate  future,  this  is  an  essen- 
tial resource  for  policy  makers,  educators, 
and  advocates.  It  is  an  invaluable  informa- 
tion tool,"  said  Dr.  Michael  Sikes,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  NEA's  Arts  in  Education 
Program. 

The  book  is  available  in  print,  on  disk,  and  via 
the  World  Wide  Web  at  http://aspin.asu.edu/ 
-rescomp.  Contact  the  Education  Depart- 
ment of  the  Kennedy  Center  for  the  Perform- 
ing Arts  at  202-41 6-8845. 

"What  Schools  Can  Be" 

An  arts-in-education  conference  sponsored 
by  the  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts  Edu- 
cation (MAAE)  and  the  University  of  Mass/ 
Dartmouth  College  of  Visual  and  Performing 
Arts  will  be  held  April  27, 1 996  at  U-Mass/ 
Dartmouth.  The  conference  is  designed  to 
inspire  educators,  parents,  administrators, 
cultural  organizations,  and  citizen-advocates 
who  are  leading  the  way  to  educational  ex- 
cellence in  Massachusetts  schools.  Call  or 


fax  the  MAAE  for  ordering  information  at 
508^48-5802. 

Lincoln  Center  Institute  to  Hold 
International  Conference 

The  Lincoln  Center  institute  has  released  a 
second  progress  report  of  its  on-going  five- 
year  research  project  dealing  with  aesthetic 
education.  The  report's  conclusions  will  be 
presented  and  evaluated  during  a  four-day 
international  conference  "Aesthetic  Educa- 
tion at  the  Lincoln  Center:  Ongoing  Inquiry," 
March  2-5, 1 996  in  New  York  City. 

Workshops  will  cover  such  topics  as  curricu- 
lum and  assessing  its  impact  in  orderto  gain 
first-hand  experience  in  dealing  with  design- 
ing aesthetic  education  programs. 

The  conference  registration  fee  is  $1 00  (sub- 
ject to  availability).  For  information,  contact 
the  Lincoln  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 
Inc.  at  21 2-875-5535. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
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Carol  Guidice.  Dawn  Heinen,  and  Lisa  Safier 
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School  districts  create  arts  assessment  prototypes 


ducators,  administrators,  and  policy- 
makers from  four  Massachusetts 
school  districts  are  currently  developing 
prototypes  for  ways  to  measure  children's 
knowledge  of  and  skills  in  the  arts  at  the 
elementary  school  level. 

This  network  of  district-based  educator 
teams  is  the  result  of  a  first-time  partner- 
ship between  the  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Education  (MDOE),  Massachusetts 
Alliance  for  Arts  Education  (MAAE),  and 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  (MCC). 

"Schools  are  very  hungry  for  collaboration 
with  other  districts.  It's  important  that  teach- 
ers know  they  are  not  alone,"  said  Alice 
Jenkins,  Coordinator  of  Fine  and  Performing 
Arts  for  Pittsfield  Public  Schools. 

Under  state  education  reform  law,  the  arts 
are  designated  for  "local  assessment."  The 
MDOE  will  provide  school  districts  with 
standard  formats  or  tests,  but  districts  will 
be  responsible  for  scoring  and  providing 
results  to  the  MDOE. 

Pittsfield,  Somerville,  Weymouth,  and 
Worcester  school  districts  were  chosen  by 
the  MDOE,  MAAE,  and  MCC  to  form  teams  of 
arts  educators  and  elementary  classroom 
teachers  to  develop  arts  assessment  mod- 
els fortheir  respective  communities. 

"We  need  to  look  at  teachers'  comfort  levels 
with  the  arts  and  at  standards  that  really  fit 
into  classrooms.  How  will  classroom  teach- 
ers help  implement  the  arts  frameworks  and 


assessment?  What  are  they  already  doing 
now  that  just  needs  targeting  or  formatting?" 
Dr.  Jenkins  said. 

Worcester  Public  Schools  is  piloting  a  pro- 
gram which  will  utilize  the  technology  of 
digital  cameras  to  create  electronic  portfo- 
lios of  students'  visual  art.  One  grade  or 
class  in  a  few  schools  across  the  district  will 
participate  in  this  new  program  where  stu- 
dents' works  on  paper  will  be  transmitted 
digitally  onto  a  computer  disk. 


"The  beauty  in 
creating  a  digital  portfolio  is  that  you've  got 
a  compact  recording  of  a  student's  work  and 
growth,  which  will  last  for  years,"  said 
Jonathan  Rappaport,  Art/Music  Liaison  for 
Worcester  Public  Schools. 

Mr.  Rappaport  said  this  approach  allows  the 
student  self-assessment  through  compari- 
sons of  their  current  work  to  previous  as- 
signments, while  still  providing  teachers 
with  a  vehicle  for  local  assessment. 

"We've  gotten  a  wealth  of  information  from 
each  other,"  Mr.  Rappaport  said.  "The  cre- 
ation of  these  teams  has  allowed  my 


Worcester  colleagues  and  me  to  meet  weekly 
to  look  at  tools  for  assessment  and  to  discuss 
all  of  the  issues  involved." 

Team-developed  models  will  be  shared  with 
the  state  committee  designing  arts  assess- 
ment measures  for  all  schools.  (Please  see 
page  two  for  more  information.)  The  MDOE, 
MAAE,  and  MCC  are  seeking  ways  to  dissemi- 
nate the  project's  initial  results  and  to  continue 
the  network  next  year. 

This  project  is  supported  in  part  by  the  Goals 
2000  Arts  Education  Leadership  Fund  estab- 
lished through  a  partnership  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts,  the  National  Assem- 
bly of  State  Arts  Agencies,  and  the  Emily  Hall 
Tremaine  Foundation.  D 


Important  Dates 


September  1996 

New  Event  &  Residency  Program  Guidelines 
and  Cultural  Resources  Directory  Addendum 
mailed  to  schools 
October  15, 1996 

Local  Cultural  Council  and  PASS  Grant 
Deadline 

November  1,1996 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for  Spring 
1997  Programs 
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MCCNotes 


e  would  like  to  offer  a  warm  welcome 
to  our  new  chairman,  Peter  Nessen, 
and  new  executive  director,  Mary  Kelley. 

Peter  has  served  on  the  MCC  board  for  two 
years.  Mary  joined  the  MCC  in  February. 
Since  then,  she  has  been  busy  learning  about 
our  programs  and  visiting  with  constituents 
across  the  state. 

The  MCC  is  currently  progressing  through 
the  annual  budget  process.  The  House  has 
recommended  levelfunding  ($14.1  million) 
for  the  MCC's  fiscal  year  1 997  budget.  This 
follows  the  Governor's  earlier  recommenda- 
tion of  $1 5.1  million.  In  May,  the  Senate 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  prepares  its 
recommendations  for  the  Senate's  review.  A 
final  budget  will  be  worked  out  in  a  House- 
Senate  conference  committee  in  June. 

Event  &  Residency  Program 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  23  artists 
were  approved  to  be  added  to  the  Event  & 
Residency  Program  roster  in  the  categories 
of  visual  arts,  theater,  and  puppetry.  For  a  list 
of  these  new  roster  artists,  please  see  page 
four.  Forty-six  artists/applicants  were  re- 
viewed in  a  two-step  process  conducted  by 
professional  artists  and  educators.  Disci- 
pline-based panels  reviewed  the  application 
and  support  materials  for  artistic  quality,  and 
educational  ability.  Each  applicant  was  inter- 
viewed by  the  appropriate  discipline  panel. 

Ninety-one  applications  were  received  for 
our  April  Event  &  Residency  grant  deadline. 
Panels  review  these  proposals  in  May  and 
then  make  recommendations  to  the  MCC 
board.  Schools  will  be  notified  if  they  were 
recommended  to  receive  funding  in  early 
June.  Final  grant  amounts  will  be  announced 
in  August,  once  the  MCC's  fiscal  year  1 997 
budget  is  approved  by  the  state  legislature. 


A  Fond  Farewell 

We  were  saddened  to  hear  that  Red  Thunder 
Cloud  passed  away  this  January.  A  story- 
teller and  medicine  man  who  was  listed  on 
the  MCC's  Event  &  Residency  Program 
roster,  Red  Thunder  Cloud  offered  programs 
for  schoolchildren  about  Native  American 
culture,  with  an  emphasis  on  New  England. 
The  only  remaining  speaker  of  the  Catawba 
language,  he  learned  the  history  and  lan- 
guage of  his  tribe  from  his  grandfather, 
Strong  Eagle.  Red  Thunder  Cloud  was  a 
treasure  of  the  Catawba  culture  and  history. 
He  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 

The  MCC  received  a  tremendous  response 
from  cultural  organizations  and  schools  for 
its  Education  Partnership  Initiative  unveiled 
in  January.  This  initiative  is  designed  to  bring 
together  all  parties  who  have  the  power  to 
make  positive  change  in  a  community's 
schools.  The  Education  Partnership  Initiative 
has  two  funding  opportunities: 

1 .  One-year  Planning  Grants  support  costs 
associated  with  bringing  together  represen- 
tatives from  the  cultural  community,  the 
school  district,  and  the  community  at-large 
to  discuss  how  to  best  collaborate  to  affect 
systemic  change  in  education. 

2.  Three-year  Implementation  Grants  provide 
funds  for  an  established  partnership  to  carry 
out  a  collaborative  project  over  three  years. 

Implementation  Grant  applicants  participate 
in  a  two-step  review  process.  The  MCC 
received  1 5  pre-proposals  for  its  February 
deadline.  A  panel  recommended  in  late 
March  that  eight  partnerships  develop  full 
Implementation  Grant  proposals. 

Final  grant  decisions  for  both  the  Planning 
Grants  and  Implementation  Grants  will  be 
made  in  September.  D 


Ed  Reform  Update 

Design  Underway  for  Mass.  Arts 
Assessment 

Almost  as  soon  as  the  Massachusetts  Board 
of  Education  endorsed  the  Arts  Curriculum 
Framework  in  December  1 995,  work  began 
on  designing  a  system  to  assess  Massachu- 
setts students'  knowledge  of  and  ability  in 
the  arts.  The  designers  of  the  state's  first- 
time  arts  assessment  are  30  Massachusetts 
arts  educators,  working  with  staff  from  the 
Department  of  Education  and  the  testing 
contractor,  Advanced  Systems.  While  the 
arts  assessment  is  still  a  work  in  progress,  it 
is  based  on  the  Framework's  Learning  Stan- 
dards, which  stipulate  that  all  students  will: 

I  Use  the  arts  to  express  ideas,  emotions 
and  beliefs. 

I  Acquire  and  apply  essential  skills  and 
literacy  unique  to  each  art  form. 

I  Use  imaginative  and  reflective  thinking 
during  all  phases  of  creating  and 
performing. 

)  Use  analytical  and  critical  thinking  to 
respond  to  works  of  art. 

I  Investigate  the  arts  and  make  connec- 
tions among  the  arts  and  other  disciplines. 

I  Use  technology  in  order  to  create,  per- 
form, and  conduct  research  in  the  arts. 

I  Participate  in  the  community's  cultural 

and  artistic  life. 
In  the  1 996-97  school  year,  the  new  arts 
assessments  developed  by  the  committee 
will  be  used  on  a  trial  basis  by  8th  graders  in 
November,  and  4th  and  1 0th  graders  in  April. 
A  handful  of  school  districts  have  already 
begun  to  create  some  prototypes.  (Please 
see  page  one.)  However,  no  results  will  be 
reported  until  the  assessment  developers 
conduct  an  evaluation  on  the  basis  of  exam- 
ining student  work.  For  updates,  contact 
Susan  Wheltle,  Arts  Framework  Writer/ 
Curriculum  Frameworks  Coordinator,  at 
617-388-3300x239.  Q 


Spotlight 


Belmont  School  Fire  Sparks  Life 
Lesson  Through  Poetry 

The  faculty  of  the  Chenery  Middle  School  in 
Belmont  and  poet  Steven  Ratiner  conducted 
an  artist-in-residence  program  this  spring  as 
a  way  of  helping  Chenery  students  adjust  to 
their  new  surroundings  at  Belmont  High 
School,  after  a  fire  destroyed  their  own 
school  building. 

"Because  of  the  unusual  circumstances 
under  which  these  7th  graders  will  journey 
through  their  middle  school  years,  we  de- 
cided to  make  their  predicament  the  core  of 
the  poetry  exploration,"  Mr.  Ratiner  said. 

Mr.  Ratiner  led  a  workshop  with  the  English 
Department  faculty  and  a  series  of  assem- 
blies introducing  poetry  to  the  entire  7th 
grade.  Two  classes  were  selected  as  core 
groups  to  work  more  intensively  with  Mr. 
Ratiner  for  five  weeks.  Aided  by  examples 
from  other  poets,  they  experimented  with 
new  writing  techniques  and  wrote  personal 
reflections  focused  on  the  themes  of  home 
and  place.  In  collaboration  with  a  teacher 
from  the  Art  Department,  students  realized 
their  own  unique  artistic  visions  by  creating 
"artist  books,"  combinations  of  visual  and 
literary  creative  elements.  The  core  groups 
then  held  assemblies  with  the  rest  of  the  7th 
grade  in  which  they  demonstrated  their  work 
and  what  they  had  learned. 

The  residency  concluded  with  a  performance 
and  display  for  students,  families,  and  the 
community.  Mr.  Ratiner  plans  to  bring  the 
students'  work  to  local  elementary  schools. 

For  more  information,  contact  Denis 
Fitzpatrick,  the  English  Language  Arts  Coor- 
dinatorforthe  Chenery  Middle  School,  at 
617-484-0227.  D 


Mixing  Art  Forms  Into  America's 
Melting  Pot 

Students  in  the  4th  and  5th  grade  at 
Mashpee's  Kenneth  C.  Coombs  School  spent 
eight  weeks  this  spring  with  artist-in-resi- 
dence Valerie  Stephens  exploring  immigra- 
tion and  migration  issues  through  creative 
dramatics,  folktales,  and  poetry. 

Ms.  Stephens  concentrated  on  the  experi- 
ences of  four  ethnic  groups  in  America 
during  the  1 9th  century  Industrial  Revolution: 
the  Chinese,  Irish,  Native  Americans,  and 
African  Americans.  The  residency  high- 
lighted the  impact  that  immigration  and 
migration  of  such  diverse  populations  has 
had  on  American  culture,  and  the  reasons 
individuals  or  groups  immigrate  or  migrate. 

To  gain  a  better  understanding  of  life  in  the 
Industrial  Age,  students  engaged  in  various 
activities  such  as  role-playing  a  dialogue 
between  factory  workers  and  factory  owners, 
learning  1 9th  century  songs  with  the  school 
music  teacher,  and  drawing  floorplans  of 
tenements  to  show  the  crowded  conditions 
in  which  large  immigrant  families  often  lived. 
A  core  group  of  students  worked  with  Ms. 
Stephens  to  create  a  theater  piece  dealing 
with  the  issues  that  immigration  and  migra- 
tion raised  for  families,  and  what  families 
stood  to  gain  and  lose  by  such  displacement. 

"Everyone  has  something  to  contribute  to 
the  melting  pot,"  said  Ms.  Stephens.  Her 
students  made  their  own  artistic  contribu- 
tions at  the  end  of  the  residency.  Classes 
hosted  a  "melting  pot"  celebration  to  display 
the  art,  food,  and  theater  pieces  they  had 
created  to  reflect  the  episodes,  nationalities, 
and  individuals  they  studied. 

For  more  information,  contact  Lois 
Hirshberg,  Coombs  School  Guidance  Coun- 
selor, at  508-539-1 520.  Q 


Congratulations 


Congratulations  to  the  following  artists  and 
organizations  who  are  listed  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Cultural  Council's  Cultural  Re- 
sources Directory: 

Eric  Arnold's  latest  children's  book,  A  Day  in 
the  Life  of  a  Baseball  Player:  Mo  Vaughn,  has 
been  released  by  Scholastic  Books.  The  book 
is  appropriate  for  grades  K-4  and  continues 
in  the  style  of  his  previous  book,  A  Day  in  the 
Life  of  a  Police  Officer. 

David  Zucker,  a  theater  and  mime  artist,  has 
been  named  Young  Audiences  Artist  of  the 
Year  for  1 996.  Young  Audiences  has  32  chap- 
ters across  the  nation  and  presents  this 
award  each  year  to  one  of  its  members  who 
exemplifies  Young  Audiences'  commitment 
to  arts  in  education. 

Leeney  Del  Seamonds  has  been  invited  to 
perform  for  storytellers  and  audience  mem- 
bers from  all  over  the  country  at  the  National 
Storytelling  Conference  in  Philadelphia  on 
July  1 0-1 4.  She  has  also  been  selected  as  a 
regional  representative  to  perform  and  con- 
duct workshops  this  July  at  the  Johnnycake 
Festival  in  Rhode  Island.  Ms.  Del  Seamonds 
recently  received  a  standing  ovation  from 
her  peers  for  her  performance  at  Share  the 
Fire,  a  statewide  storyteller's  conference. 

Tribal  Rhythms  celebrated  25  years  of  per- 
forming together  as  a  company  on  March  30. 
Tribal  Rhythms  combines  music,  movement, 
storytelling,  and  visual  arts  with  themes  of 
"tribe"  and  "art-in-self." 

The  MCC  looks  forward  to  hearing  of  other 
achievements  by  roster  artists.  Contact 
Benjamin  Hanley  at  61 7-727-3668  x342. 
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New  Roster  Artists 

During  February  and  March,  the  MCC  con- 
vened panels  to  interview  and  review  appli- 
cants for  inclusion  in  the  artist  roster  for  the 
Event  &  Residency  Program.  Below  is  a  list 
of  newly  approved  artists  and  organizations. 
Key:  E  =  Event,  EX  =  Extended  Event, 
R  =  Residency. 

Visual  Arts 

Elton  Braithwaite-E,  EX,R 

Chinese  Culture  Connection  -  E 

Yetti  Frenkel  -  R 

Guadulesa-E 

Gail  Hercher- EX 

CM.  Judge -EX 

Johnathan  Kohrman  -  R 

Giles  Laroche  -  E 

Dana  Salvo -E,  EX,  R 

Colette  Shumante-Smith  -  E,  EX,  R 

Dawn  Southworth  -  E,  EX,  R 

Clare  Walker  Leslie- EX,  R 

Elaine  Wentworth-E 

Theater  &  Puppetry 

Pilgrim  Theatre  Research  & 

Performance  Collaborative  -  E,  EX 

Emerson  Stage  -  E,  EX,  R 

Asian  American  Theatre  Project  -  E 

Charles  Boyle  -  EX,  R 

Theatre  Espresso  -  E 

Mark  Dannenhauer-R 

Dusan  Petran  -  E 

Kate  Carney  -  EX 

Wayne  Martin  -  E 

You  &  Me  Puppets  -  R 

An  addendum  to  the  current  Cultural  Re- 
sources Directoryvj\\\  be  issued  this  sum- 
mer. It  will  include  all  new  additions  to  the 
roster.  The  next  deadline  for  artists  to  join 
the  roster  will  be  in  winter  1 997  for  the  fol- 
lowing disciplines:  creative  writing,  dance, 
multidisciplinary  (performing/literary  arts), 
music,  and  storytelling. 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


Summer  Institute  on 
Professional  Development 

The  Melrose  Public  Schools  Professional 
Development  Council  sponsors  its  eighth 
annual  summer  institute,  COMMON 
GROUND:  Facing  the  Challenge  Together, 

June  24-27  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  It  will 
include  informal  daily  workshops  around 
instructional  strategies,  inclusion,  technol- 
ogy, national  standards,  state  frameworks, 
content  issues,  school  climate,  and  personal 
development.  Workshops  are  open  to  teach- 
ers, parents,  and  community  members. 
Contact:  Beverly  Maffei  Hinckley,  c/o 
Melrose  Professional  Development  Council, 
Horace  Mann  School,  40  Damon  Ave, 
Melrose,  MA  021 76, 61 7-665-5672. 

Puppetry  in  Education 
Conference 

The  Institute  for  Professional  Development 
Through  the  Arts  offers  Puppets:  Education 
Magic  '96,  a  conference  on  puppetry  in 
education  led  by  Judith  O'Hare  of  You  and 
Me  Puppets  on  July  1 2  and  1 3  at  the  Chapel 
Hill-Chauncy  Hall  School  in  Waltham,  MA. 
Workshops,  performances,  and  other  re- 
sources will  be  offered.  Contact:  The  Insti- 
tute for  Professional  Development  Through 
the  Arts,  555  Amory  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02130,617-524-7560. 

NAEA  Publications  Available 

The  National  Art  Education  Association 
(NAEA)  has  released  several  new  publica- 
tions. Creating  Curriculum  in  Art,  by  Phillip 
Dunn,  outlines  theoretical  orientations  for  art 
curricula,  highlights  critical  areas  for  art 


curriculum  development,  and  discusses 
student  evaluations  and  art  program  assess- 
ment ($18,  members  $11). 

The  Visual  Arts  and  Early  Childhood  Learn- 
ing, edited  by  Christine  Thompson,  is  an 
anthology  presenting  21  chapters  on  various 
topics  and  issues  in  early  childhood  art 
education  ($22,  members  $15). 

Opportunity  to  Learn  Standards  for  Arts 
Education,  developed  by  the  Consortium  of 
National  Art  Education  Associations,  is  a 
comprehensive  set  of  recommendations  on 
the  types  and  levels  of  school  learning  envi- 
ronments necessary  for  students  to  achieve 
the  national  content  standards  for  arts  edu- 
cation ($1 5,  members  $1 2). 

To  order  these  and  other  publications,  con- 
tact NAEA  Publications  at  1  -800-299-8321 . 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Lisa  Safierat 
the  MCC's  Boston  office.  Writing  and 
Production  staff:  Robert  Bailey  Carol  Guidice, 
Benjamin  Hanley  Dawn  Heinen,  Lisa  Safier, 
and  Susan  Wheltle. 

MCC  Offices 
MCC  Boston  Office 

1 20  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16-4600 

Tel:  617-727-3668  Toll  Free:  800-232-0960 

Fax:  61 7-727-0044  TTY:  61 7-338-91 53 

MCC  Springfield  Office 

436  Dwight  Street 

Springfield,  MA  01 103-1 31 7 

Tel:  413-784-1089  Toll  Free:  800-282-0870 

Fax:413-784-1093 
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Successful  Residencies  Require  Planning  and  Goal  Setting 


ager  students  prepare  to  perform 
before  their  classmates,  teachers, 
and  parents.  Artwork  developed  over  several 
weeks  hangs  on  the  walls.  Original  songs 
and  stories  are  finalized.  Students  wear 
costumes  they  have  created  with  hoops  and 
bedsheets  to  create  a  Conastoga  Wagon. 

For  eight  weeks,  these  fifth  graders  at 
Sherborn  s  Pine  Hill  School  have  worked  with 
artist-in-residence  Glenda  Medeiros  to  learn 
about  westward  expansion  in  American 
history.  At  this  culminating  performance, 
emotions  run  high.  These  children  have 
worked  hard  and  are  excited  to  show  what 
they  have  learned.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
who  is  more  thrilled,  the  students  or  the 
audience  of  enthusiastic  supporters. 

Among  the  cheering  section  are  the  people 
who  have  made  this  day  possible — those 
who  began  planning  this  residency  a  year 
ago  and  wrote  the  proposal  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Cultural  Council's  Event  &  Residency 
Program  that  helped  fund  this  project. 

The  Work  Behind  The  Residency 

Planning  and  implementing  an  artist-in- 
residence  program  is  a  big  job.  Successful 
programs  require  help  and  commitment  from 
people  in  the  school  and  community. 

"We've  learned  that  planning  far  in  advance 
is  critical  to  a  successful  residency,"  said 
Rosemary  Smith,  lead  teacher  on  the  Resi- 
dency Planning  Committee  at  Pine  Hill 
School.  "A  lot  of  work  is  done  before  the 
artist  ever  appears  in  front  of  the  kids." 


Applicants  to  the  MCC's  Event  &  Residency 
Program  must  form  a  planning  committee 
prior  to  submitting  a  grant  proposal.  The 
planning  committee  sets  goals  and  crafts  a 
program  that  addresses  the  school's  needs. 
An  effective  planning  committee  has  repre- 
sentatives from  all  of  the  groups  that  will 
benefit  from  the  program,  such  as  adminis- 
trators, teachers,  and  the  artist. 

Parents  can  also  offer  valuable  resources 
during  an  artist-in-residence. 
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ptePS  o  success 


"It's  usually  not 
difficult  to  get  parents  involved,"  said  Darcy 
Dumont,  teacher  for  Holyoke  Public  Schools 
and  former  Arts  Program  Coordinatorfor 
Jamaica  Plain's  Curley  School.  "The  meet- 
ings need  to  be  scheduled  at  convenient 
times  for  them.  Their  attendance  is  essen- 
tial. They  may  end  up  doing  most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  work." 

Smith  agrees.  "Parents  are  strong  advocates 
of  the  residency.  It's  not  something  staff  can 
do  by  themselves.  Parents  will  do  whatever 
it  takes  to  help:  finding  an  artist,  painting  a 
backdrop,  raising  funds." 


Elements  for  Success 

Three  closely  linked  elements  that  make  up  a 
successful  artist-in-residence  program  are 
goals,  activities,  and  plans  for  evaluation. 

When  panelists  evaluate  Residency  applica- 
tions they  look  for  strong  arts  in  education 
goals  from  the  school  that  also  make  sense 
forthe  community.  An  artist-in-residence 
program  is  one  approach  towards  achieving 
these  goals.  The  Pine  Hill  School,  for  example, 
has  a  goal  of  using  the  arts  to  teach  non-arts 
subjects. 

When  designing  an  artist-in-residence  pro- 
gram, the  planning  committee  develops  resi- 
dency activities  that  help  to  achieve  the 
school's  arts  education  goals.  These  connec- 
tions should  be  clearly  related  in  the  grant 
application.  The  Pine  Hill  School's  planning 
committee  designed  integrated  curricula  on 
American  history  that  promoted  active  learn- 
ing through  theater.  Their  application 

Continued  on  P.4 

Important Dates 


November  1,1996 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for  Spring 
1997  Programs 

January  15, 1997 

Event  &  Residency  Roster  Review  Deadline 
January  31, 1997 

Education  Partnership  Pre-Proposal  Deadline 
for  Implementation  Grants 
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MCCNotes 


5tthe  Event  &  Residency  Program's 
April  1 , 1 996  deadline,  we  received 
91  applications;  74  projects  will  be  funded 
this  fall.  This  cycle  represented  our  highest 
total  request  ever —over  $300,000.  While 
we  have  allocated  additional  dollars  to 
meet  this  increased  demand,  competition 
for  grant  funds  this  year  will  be  even 
greater. 

The  1996/97  Event  &  Residency  Program 
guidelines  were  mailed  to  schools  in  early 
September.  Please  use  these  if  you  plan  to 
apply  at  the  November  1  deadline.  (Please 
discard  any  old  copies.)  If  you  did  not 
receive  a  guidelines  booklet,  give  us  a  call 
and  we  will  be  happy  to  send  you  one.  A 
copy  of  this  and  other  MCC  publications  are 
also  available  at  your  local  library. 

Please  note  that  the  following  changes 
appear  in  these  guidelines: 

I  The  base  per-day  artist  fee  for 
Extended  Event  and  Residency 
programs,  of  which  the  MCC  will  pay  a 
percentage,  has  been  raised  from 
$180/dayto$200/day. 

I  The  maximum  number  of  residency 
days  for  which  a  school  can  apply  is 
now  75  days. 

t  The  minimum  grant  amount  for  Event 
and  Extended  Event  programs  is  now 
$250;  this  means  that  $250  is  the 
minimum  a  school  can  request.  The 
MCC  cannot  support  programs  for 
which  the  artist's  total  fee  is  less  than 
$250.  Funding  for  such  programs  may 
be  available  from  a  community's 
local  cultural  council. 

If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  these 
changes  or  the  Event  &  Residency  Program 
in  general,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  us 
at  800-232-0960. 

S 


Once  again,  we  are  offering  the  Artist- 
Teacher  Partnership  category.  This  category 
provides  funding  for  artists  in  any  discipline 
to  work  intensively  with  teachers  for  four  to 
1 0  sessions  on  how  to  integrate  the  arts  into 
a  specific  non-arts  curriculum  area  such  as 
language  arts,  science,  or  social  studies. 

Directory  Supplement 

In  September,  the  Cultural  Resources  Direc- 
tory Supplement  was  distributed.  This  in- 
cludes contact  and  program  information  for 
23  artists  who  have  been  added  to  the  Event 
&  Residency  Program  roster,  as  well  as 
updated  information  for  several  current 
roster  artists.  The  next  artist  roster  review 
deadline  is  January  1 5, 1 997.  Applications 
will  be  accepted  from  artists  in  creative 
writing,  dance,  music,  storytelling,  and 
multidisciplinary  (performing/literary  arts). 

The  next  complete  Cultural  Resources 
Directory  will  be  produced  and  distributed  in 
September  1997. 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 

There  has  been  tremendous  interest  in  our 
new  Education  Partnership  Initiative.  In  July, 
a  panel  reviewed  eight  proposals  for  three- 
year  Implementation  Grants  and  25  propos- 
als for  one-year  Planning  Grants.  Four 
Implementation  Grants  and  13  Planning 
Grants  were  awarded.  These  projects  repre- 
sent a  significant  step  in  ongoing  work  to 
ensure  that  the  arts,  humanities,  and  sci- 
ences are  part  of  education  in  Massachu- 
setts and  that  artists  and  cultural 
organizations  are  seen  as  important  educa- 
tional resources.  Proposals  were  submitted 
from  across  the  state  and  reflect  the  depth 
and  diversity  of  local  cultural  education 
planning  efforts.  Watch  upcoming  issues  of 
this  newsletter  for  spotlights  on  these  new 
projects.  O 


Ed  Reform  Update 

Governor's  Restructuring  Impacts 
Education  Reform  Progress 

The  future  direction  of  curriculum  frame- 
works and  statewide  assessment,  key  initia- 
tives of  education  reform,  is  an  important 
issue  for  the  Board  of  Education.  As  part  of 
Governor  Weld's  restructuring  plan,  the  board 
was  reduced  from  1 5  to  nine  members.  They 
are:  Chairman  John  Silber  (Brookline), 
Patricia  Crutchfield  (Southwick),  Edwin 
Delattre  (Boston),  William  Irwin 
(Wilmington),  James  Peyser  (Boston), 
Roberta  Schaefer  (Worcester),  Abigail 
Thernstrom  (Lexington),  Alexis  Vagianos, 
1 997  Massachusetts  Student  Advisory 
Council  Chair,  and  Stanley  Koplik,  Higher 
Education  Chancellor. 

Five  frameworks  (Arts,  Comprehensive 
Health,  Mathematics,  Science  and  Technol- 
ogy, and  World  Languages)  and  the  Common 
Chapters  were  accepted  and  endorsed  by  the 
1 5-member  board  in  December  1 995.  In 
Spring  1 996,  with  Silber  as  chair,  the  board 
appointed  two  1 2-member  revision  commit- 
tees to  complete  the  English  Language  Arts 
and  Social  Studies  frameworks.  Revised 
drafts  are  expected  in  October  or  November. 

Since  January,  a  30-member  Arts  Assess- 
ment Development  Committee  has  been 
meeting  to  prepare  for  a  "question  try-out"  in 
1 997.  At  its  August  meeting,  however,  the 
board  directed  the  Commissioner  to  suspend 
assessment  development  in  all  areas  except 
Mathematics  and  Science  and  Technology, 
until  the  new  board  has  reviewed  and  en- 
dorsed the  frameworks.  For  information, 
contact  Susan  Wheltle  at  the  Department  of 
Education  61 7-388-3300  x  239,  or  e-mail 
swheltle@doe.mass.edu.  O 


Spotiight 

Madame  Curie  Visit  Promotes 
Integration  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

Students  at  the  North  Middlesex  Regional 

High  School  were  visited  by  Madame  Curie 
this  September.  Theater  artist  Marcia 
Estabrook  visited  the  school  in  character  as 
a  way  to  integrate  the  arts  and  sciences  as 
well  as  to  encourage  girls  in  the  school  to 
consider  a  career  in  the  sciences. 

"It  is  difficult  to  find  ways  to  integrate  differ- 
ent subjects,  particularly  at  the  high  school 
level.  We  find  that  subject  matters  tend  to 
become  compartmentalized,"  said  Maxine 
McDonald,  the  school's  art  teacher.  "This 
fall,  we  were  particularly  looking  for  ways  to 
bring  science  and  the  arts  together  for  stu- 
dents and  decided  to  target  chemistry  be- 
cause of  a  chemistry  teacher's  interest  in 
the  project." 

Students  studied  history  as  they  learned 
about  the  achievements  of  Madame  Curie 
and  developed  questions  to  ask  when  "she" 
visited.  Curie,  a  young  girl  in  occupied  Poland 
during  the  1 800s,  became  the  world's  fore- 
most female  scientist,  winning  Nobel  Prizes 
in  Physics  in  1 903  and  in  Chemistry  in  1 91 1 . 

Students  then  followed  up  the  event  by 
putting  themselves  in  the  shoes  of  Madame 
Curie.  They  wrote  letters,  as  Curie,  to  a 
"niece"  who  had  professed  a  dislike  for 
chemistry.  Students  tried  to  convince  her 
niece  to  take  an  interest  in  the  subject. 

"One  of  the  goals  of  our  school's  Cultural 
Arts  Council  is  to  find  ways  to  bring  disci- 
plines together.  The  arts  are  effective  in 
helping  us  to  do  this,"  McDonald  said. 
"Curie's  achievements  demonstrate  the 
feasibility  of  science  careers  for  our  girls, 
but  we  want  to  show  all  students  what  is 
possible.  We  want  to  demonstrate  what  the 
arts  are  capable  of  achieving,  both  in  imple- 
menting an  interdisciplinary  curriculum,  and 
in  the  power  they  have  to  teach  on  their 
own."  Q 


New  Roster  Artist  Reaches  Out 
To  Vocational  School  Students 

Multimedia  artist  CM.  Judge  joined  the 
MCC's  Event  &  Residency  Roster  this  past 
year.  Her  work  combines  drawing,  painting, 
sculpture,  video,  and  installation. 

This  fall,  she  will  bring  her  vision  to  an  un- 
usual audience  when  she  presents  an  ex- 
tended event  at  the  Montachusett  Regional 
Vocational  Technical  School  in  Fitchburg. 
Students  will  be  involved  in  the  creation  of  a 
large  scale  installation  that  will  be  viewed  by 
the  entire  school. 

"We  are  forging  ahead  with  our  fledgling 
visual  arts  program  hoping  to  garner  enough 
support  for  the  arts  in  the  school  to  have  a 
more  comprehensive  and  integrated  visual 
arts,  music  (currently  only  an  after  school 
chorus),  and  theater  (also  only  after  school) 
curriculum,"  said  Robert  Peach,  Coordinator 
of  Academic  Curriculum  for  Montachusett. 

Judge  said  that  when  creating  installations, 
students  learn  to  plan  and  complete  a  project 
in  its  entirety.  They  learn  formal  concepts, 
such  as  art  history;  practical  skills,  such  as 
spatial  design  and  construction;  and  develop 
skills  in  group  dynamics,  including  dispute 
resolution  and  labor  division. 

It  is  rare  for  an  artist-in-residence  program 
to  focus  on  vocational-technical  students. 
The  upcoming  extended  event  will  utilize  the 
skills  that  students  develop  in  their  voca- 
tional training  and  will  introduce  art  concepts 
that  directly  relate  to  their  everyday  lives. 

For  more  information  about  this  extended 
event,  contact  Robert  Peach,  Coordinator  of 
Academic  Curriculum  at  508-345-9200.  To 
contact  CM.  Judge,  call  508-343-7557.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists  and 
organizations  who  are  listed  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Cultural  Council's  Cultural  Re- 
sources Directory: 

Jay  0'  Callahan  published  his  third  children's 
picture  book  in  March  1 996,  titled  Herman 
and  Marguerite:  An  Earth  Story.  It  tells  of 
how  an  earth  worm  and  a  caterpillar  become 
friends  and  save  a  great  orchard.  Jay's 
daughter,  Laura  O'  Callahan,  created  the 
book's  torn-paper  illustrations. 

This  fall,  Barbara  Lipke  will  be  a  featured 
storyteller  at  the  Modern  New  England 
Storytelling  Festival  in  Maine,  and  the  Na- 
tional Storytelling  Festival  Exchange  Place  in 
Tennessee.  She  has  also  written  a  book  that 
was  published  by  Heinemann  in  September 
entitled  Figures,  Facts,  and  Fables:  Telling 
Tales  in  Science  and  Math. 

Irene  Smalls  had  three  new  books  released 
in  September.  Two  of  the  books  have  holiday 
themes  and  deal  with  the  African  American 
experience:  Irene,  Jenny  and  the  Christmas 
Masquerade:  TheJohnkankus,  published  by 
Little  Brown  &  Co.,  and  Jenny  Reen  and  the 
JackMuh  Lantern  on  Halloween,  published 
by  Athenaeum  Press.  Beginning  School, 
published  by  Silver  Burdett  Press,  is  about  a 
child's  first  days  of  Kindergarten. 

Tim  Wright,  the  director,  editor,  and  co- 
producer  of  the  documentary  Conservation 
of  Matter:  The  Fall  and  Rise  of  Boston 's 
Elevated  Subway,  won  the  First  Frame  Award 
for  Editing  at  the  1 996  New  England  Film  and 
Video  Festival. 

Arts  in  Progress  celebrates  its  1 5th  anniver- 
sary of  offering  cultural  education  programs 
and  services  to  Massachusetts.  Bringing 
together  students  and  artists  of  all  back- 
grounds, they  have  conducted  over  200 
classroom  residencies  for  over  6,000  K-1 2 
students  in  the  past  year  alone. 
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Continued  from  P.1 

describes  the  individual  activities  and  ex- 
plains how  they  linked  to  their  arts  in  educa- 
tion goals. 

Evaluation  of  the  project  is  an  essential  but 
often  neglected  component  of  the  residency 
planning  process.  How  does  the  school  plan 
to  determine  their  success  in  meeting  the 
goals  they  have  set?  While  surveys  and 
interviews  can  be  useful  tools,  many  schools 
develop  highly  creative  evaluations  that 
directly  address  the  individuality  of  a  resi- 
dency program.  For  example,  some  have 
utilized  student  journals,  videos,  or  written 
and  verbal  feedback. 

Once  the  committee  determines  its  goals 
and  methods,  a  large  part  of  the  planning 
process  remains— the  grant  writing.  Devel- 
oping grant  writing  skills  is  part  of  the  learn- 
ing process  of  planning  for  a  residency. 

"Learning  how  to  write  grants,  and  teaching 
others  how  to  write  grants  is  very  empower- 
ing," Dumont  said. 

Two  useful  resources  for  beginning  grant 
writers  are  Grant  Proposal  Development:  An 
Educators  Guidetiom  The  Massachusetts 
Field  Center  for  Teaching  and  Learning  (617- 
287-7660),  and  Through  a  Mirror:  A  Guide  to 
Evaluating  Programs  from  ArtsMarket  Con- 
sulting (508-748-1 578).  Contact  these  organi- 
zations directly  for  more  information. 

When  committed  individuals  come  together 
to  design  an  artist-in-residence  program,  the 
results  can  be  spectacular.  Students,  teach- 
ers, parents,  administrators— and  at  times 
an  entire  community— all  come  out  of  a 
successful  program  gaining  knowledge, 
experience,  and  new  skills.  D 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


Arts  and  Democracy  Lecture 

David  O'Fallon,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Minnesota  Center  for  Arts  Education,  will 
speak  Thursday,  November  7  at  7:00pm  at 
the  Tower  Auditorium,  Massachusetts  Col- 
lege of  Art  as  part  of  the  John  C.  Zacharis 
Memorial  Forum,  an  annual  lecture  series 
focusing  on  critical  issues  in  the  arts.  The 
program,  sponsored  by  the  Pro  Arts  Consor- 
tium, is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  In  his 
talk,  "Be  an  Artist,  Imagine  Democracy:  How 
the  Arts  are  Essential  to  a  Democratic  Soci- 
ety", Dr.  O'Fallon  will  explain  why  he  believes 
the  arts  are  essential,  not  only  to  education, 
but  to  the  future  of  democracy.  He  will  de- 
scribe the  benefits  that  the  public  arts  high 
school  he  directs  has  brought  to  the  state  of 
Minnesota.  For  more  information,  contact 
Pro  Arts  Consortium  61 7-731  -4231 . 

Early  Childhood  Education 

On  January  10-11,1 997,  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Dartmouth  (UMD)  will 
offer  a  conference  for  teachers  and  parents 
featuring  a  series  of  hands-on  classes  and 
seminars  in  connection  with  the  UMD  Art 
Gallery's  exhibition  The  Hundred  Languages 
of  Children.  The  conference  will  introduce 
new  early  childhood  education  methods  that 
encourage  children  to  learn  from  one  another 
and  take  the  lead  in  developing  educational 
projects.  For  more  information,  contact 
Deborah  Taylor  at  the  UMD  Division  of  Con- 
tinuing Education  508-999-8778. 

Banner  Competition 

The  Getty  Education  Institute  for  the  Arts  is 
sponsoring  a  school  banner  contest  titled 


"Wave  Your  Banner!  Exploring  Community 
Through  Art."  Middle  school  classes  are 
asked  to  create  and  submit  banners  that 
reflect  the  character  of  their  local  communi- 
ties. A  banner  from  each  state  will  be  placed 
on  display  at  the  Getty  Center  in  Los  Ange- 
les. For  more  information,  contact  the  Getty 
Education  Institute  for  the  Arts,  c/o  Pacific 
Visions  Communications  Inc.,  9000  Sunset 
Boulevard,  Suite  700,  Los  Angeles  90069. 

Community  Resources  for  Art 
Education 

Using  Local  Resources:  The  Power  of 
Partnerships  is  a  booklet  produced  by  the 
National  Coalition  for  Education  in  the  Arts 
(NCEA)  offering  insights  on  how  to  make  the 
most  of  community  resources  in  order  to 
strengthen  arts  education  programs.  NCEA 
recommends  the  booklet  for  school  board 
members,  educators,  PTAs/PTOs,  commu- 
nity leaders,  and  funders.  It  is  available  from 
the  National  Assembly  of  Local  Arts 
Agencies  at  202-371  -2830  for  $1 .50  per  copy. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Lisa  Safier. 
Writing  and  Production  staff:  Robert  Bailey, 
Carol  Guidice,  Dawn  Heinen,  and  Lisa  Safier. 


Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 

120  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16-4600 

Tel:  617-727-3668  Toll  Free:  800-232-0960 

Fax:  61 7-727-0044  TTY:  61 7-338-91 53 
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Bringing  Multicultural  Programming  into  the  Classroom 


Barents,  teachers,  and  community 
members  explore  a  classroom  that 
has  been  transformed  into  an  East  African 
rainforest.  Colorfully  costumed  students 
answer  questions  about  the  impact  of  the 
rainforest  on  its  inhabitants.  Another  room 
has  become  a  Moroccan  market  featuring 
North  African  crafts.  In  another  room, 
students  share  writings  based  on  West 
African  myths,  poetry,  and  legends. 

For  five  weeks  sixth-graders  at  Marblehead 
Middle  School  have  studied  Africa,  as  part 
of  their  year-long  World  Cultures  curricu- 
lum. Artists-in-residence  De  Ama  Battle 
and  Jafar  Manselle  have  incorporated 
dance,  music,  and  folklore  into  the  cur- 
riculum, creating  a  program  so  successful 
that  it  is  now  a  permanent  unit  of  study. 

Implementing  in-depth  multicultural  pro- 
gramming is  a  challenging  but  rewarding 
process,  and  successful  programs  are  the 
result  of  substantive  collaboration  among 
teachers,  parents,  administrators,  and  the 
community.  By  working  closely  with  local 
artists  and  cultural  organizations,  schools 
can  develop  programs  that  probe  into  the 
heart  of  various  cultures  and  integrate 
meaningful  learning  into  their  curricula. 

Questioning  Finds  Similarities 

A  first  step  is  realizing  that  it  is  impossible 
to  know  everything  about  any  culture. 

"Learning  about  cultures  is  a  process  of 
discovery,  not  a  mastery  of  'knowable 
things',"  said  Gail  Matthews-Denatle,  a 
member  of  the  National  Task  Force  on  Folk 


Arts  in  Education.  "In  effective  programs, 
children  learn  to  be  'questioners.'  A  spirit 
of  inquiry  allows  us  to  see  people  as  indi- 
viduals as  well  as  part  of  a  community." 

Teaching  that  each  student  has  his/her 
own  culture  can  be  equally  important. 

"Culture  is  the  way  a  group  of  people 
survive,"  says  Motoko,  an  artist  specializ- 
ing in  folktales  from  Japan. 
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"It's  a  product  of  people's 
ingenuity.  Therefore  no  culture  is  exotic. 
Teaching  should  focus  on  similarities  in 
human  experience." 

Motoko  achieves  this  by  relating  Japanese 
festivals  to  students'  experiences.  For 
example,  after  learning  about  a  festival  in 
which  parents  celebrate  children  reaching 
ages  3,  5,  and  7,  students  answer  ques- 
tions such  as:  At  age  3,  what  were  your 
favorite  games?  Who  did  you  learn  them 
from?  Students  learn  about  Japanese 
culture  while  exploring  their  own  lives  and 
discovering  similarities. 

Plan  Ahead,  Follow  Through 

Multicultural  programming  involves  re- 
search, planning,  and  commitment.  Eshu 


Bumpus,  an  African  and  African  American 
folklorist,  suggests  that  teachers  begin  by 
defining  terms.  What  is  culture?  What  is 
multiculturalism?  It  is  important  to  remem- 
ber that  different  communities  exist  within 
cultures;  they  can  be  "multicultural."  For 
example,  Native  American  cultural  practices 
vary  by  region  and  tribe. 

Artists-in-residence  significantly  enhance 
multicultural  programming,  though  the 
most  successful  programs  require  commit- 
ment year-round. 

"Consider  doing  curriculum  development 
with  the  artist,"  said  Battle,  founder  of  the 
Art  of  Black  Dance  and  Music.  "Plan  with 
the  artists  before  the  program  begins  and 
be  willing  to  do  research  and  follow  up." 

In  Marblehead,  teachers  set  aside  planning 
time  to  review  resources  and  exchange 
ideas.  Teacher  involvement  is  critical  to  an 
artist's  presentation  in  the  classroom. 

During  the  residency,  teachers  learned 
dances  alongside  the  students,  and  helped 
them  rehearse  for  performances. 

Continued  on  P.4 

Important  Dates 


April  1,  1997 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for 
Fall  1997  Programs 

April  25,  1997 

Education  Partnership  Planning  Grants 
Deadline 
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MCCNotes 

Hhe  last  few  months  have  been 
busy  for  the  MCC's  Education 
Department.  We  have  two  new  staff  mem- 
bers. Laura  Schofield  joined  us  in  early 
December  as  the  Program  Coordinator  for 
Education.  She  oversees  the  Event  & 
Residency  Program  and  looks  forward  to 
visiting  some  programs  this  spring. 
Please  contact  her  with  any  questions  or 
information  about  your  current  projects. 
Sabrina  Moyle  is  our  new  Program  Asso- 
ciate. She  provides  administrative  support 
for  the  department  and  can  answer  gen- 
eral education  program  questions. 

Event  &  Residency  Evaluation 

In  November,  we  received  176  Event  & 
Residency  Program  applications  for 
spring  projects;  137  will  receive  funding. 
The  grant  review  panels  applauded  the 
commitment  that  many  schools  made  to 
integrating  the  arts  into  their  curriculum. 

However,  panelists  expressed  concerns 
that  evaluation  was  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quently overlooked  components  of  the 
applications,  even  though  evaluation 
provides  an  important  opportunity  for 
schools  to  reflect  on  whether  or  not  pro- 
grams match  their  expectations  and 
where  they  should  go  next.  Evaluations  in 
the  form  of  surveys  can  be  useful  but 
should  go  beyond  totaling  up  the  number 
of  students  who  participated.  Consider 
asking:  Did  this  project  help  or  change  the 
way  teachers  presented  a  particular  cur- 
riculum unit?  Were  there  any  changes  in 
students'  behavior  or  attitudes  as  a  result 
of  this  program? 

There  are  also  other  ways  to  evaluate 
projects  besides  surveys.  Some  schools 
have  students  (and  teachers)  keep  a  jour- 
nal throughout  the  residency  and  reflect 
on  both  the  process  and  final  product. 
Others  have  students  write  letters  to 
the  visiting  artist  giving  direct  feed- 


back on  what  they  liked  and  did  not  like. 
Using  photography  or  video  is  a  creative 
way  to  both  document  a  project  and  advo- 
cate for  support  of  future  programs. 

Model  Arts  Education  Programs 

At  this  year's  National  Assembly  of  State 
Arts  Agencies  (NASAA)  meeting  in  Mem- 
phis, MCC  staff  had  the  opportunity  to 
learn  about  arts  education  programs  in 
other  states.  Among  these  was  the  Mem- 
phis Arts  Council's  Basically  Blues  Pro- 
gram. It  was  initially  created  to  preserve 
and  celebrate  the  blues,  an  art  form  indig- 
enous to  the  area.  Through  participatory 
workshops  with  musicians  and  historians, 
students  gain  an  understanding  of  the 
historical,  cultural,  and  artistic  features  of 
blues  music  as  well  as  learn  academic  and 
social  skills.  NASAA  conference  partici- 
pants had  the  opportunity  to  sample  some 
program  activities  including  scat  singing 
and  writing  blues  lyrics. 

Another  innovative  program  was  the  Ken- 
tucky Arts  Council's  Basic  Arts  Program 
(BAP)  which  was  developed  to  demon- 
strate how  infusing  the  arts  into  the  basic 
curriculum  could  broaden  school  reform 
efforts.  In  its  first  four  years,  three  elemen- 
tary schools  (one  rural,  one  inner  city,  one 
urban)  received  funding  to  explore  cur- 
riculum, assessment,  and  staffing  in  the 
arts  and  how  to  build  relationships  with 
local  artists  and  organizations.  In-depth 
professional  development  sessions  al- 
lowed teachers  to  gain  new  skills  and 
experience  creating  their  own  art.  As  a 
result  of  their  participation  in  BAP,  the 
schools  have  seen  dramatic  changes. 
Students'  scores  on  standardized  tests  in 
non-arts  subjects  have  risen,  and  parent 
and  community  involvement  in  the 
schools  has  increased.  Discipline  prob- 
lems and  student  absences  have  de- 
creased. D 


Ed  Reform  Update 


English  Framework  Endorsed 

The  process  of  Education  Reform  contin- 
ues as  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Educa- 
tion (MBOE)  moves  toward  adopting  two 
key  frameworks  in  the  humanities,  English 
language  arts,  and  history/social  sciences. 
At  its  January  1997  meeting,  the  MBOE 
endorsed  the  revised  curriculum  frame- 
work for  English  language  arts  and  agreed 
to  continue  developing  the  framework  for 
history/social  sciences,  with  the  aim  of 
endorsing  a  final  version  by  April. 

The  English  language  arts  framework 
outlines  what  students  should  know  and 
be  able  to  do  in  language,  literature,  writ- 
ing, and  media.  As  with  national  cam- 
paigns for  early  literacy,  the  framework 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  helping 
students  become  independent  readers  by 
the  end  of  third  grade.  Writers  and  artists 
in  theater  and  media  will  find  this  frame- 
work useful  as  they  plan  with  schools. 

Defining  the  content  of  history/social 
sciences  curricula  has  been  controversial 
at  the  national  level  and  in  other  states. 
Massachusetts  is  no  exception:  since 
December  1995,  the  MBOE  has  reviewed 
four  different  drafts  and  has  accepted 
none  of  them.  The  latest  revisions  will  be 
considered  in  March.  The  Department  of 
Education  will  hold  information  sessions 
for  teachers  and  administrators  on  the 
frameworks  in  March  and  will  sponsor 
institutes  for  teachers  in  the  summer. 

Frameworks  are  available  at  http:// 
info.doe.mass.edu.  For  further  frameworks 
and  summer  institute  information,  contact 
Susan  Wheltle  at  617-388-3300  x239  or 
swheltle@doe.mass.edu.  Q 


Spotlight 

First  Multi-Site  Residency  Brings  C 

Last  fall,  the  Chelmsford  Public  Schools 

began  Common  Lines,  a  multi-site  resi- 
dency with  three  cultural  groups-MJT 
Dance  Company,  Studebaker  Theater, 
and  All  in  One  Boat-integrating  dance, 
music,  and  drama  into  the  school  system's 
social  studies  curriculum.  Chelmsford  is 
the  first  school  district  in  Massachusetts 
to  organize  and  facilitate  a  multi-site  resi- 
dency program. 

"Our  goals  for  the  residency  program  were 
to  create  a  model  for  developing  curricu- 
lum ties  across  disciplines  and  to 
strengthen  dance  and  drama  programs 
across  all  schools,"  said  Steven  Silvestri, 
Westlands  Elementary  School  principal. 

Before  starting  this  multi-site  residency, 
teachers,  parents,  and  school  administra- 
tors spent  two  years  preparing  and  plan- 
ning. They  defined  which  curriculum 
standards  to  focus  on,  evaluated  each 
school's  needs,  and  discussed  potential 
curriculum  connections.  They  also  exam- 
ined the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of 
previous  residencies  at  individual  schools. 

The  first  part  of  this  program — integrating 
folk  dance  into  the  second  grade  "Colonial 
America"  unit — began  in  September,  when 
dancers  from  MJT  Dance  Company  met 
with  the  assistant  superintendent,  head- 
masters, and  lead  teachers  from  the  four 
participating  schools.  They  discussed 
specific  dances,  curriculum,  and  skills  the 
dancers  could  bring  to  each  classroom. 

"The  planning  sessions  demonstrated  the 
power  of  ideas  bouncing  back  and  forth 
between  many  dynamic  people,"  said  Dr. 
Karen  Mazza,  assistant  superintendent. 

Next,  the  dancers  met  with  a  team  of 
teachers  in  each  school,  including  the  lead 
teacher,  classroom  teachers,  and  art,  mu- 
sic, and  physical  education  specialists. 


z,  Music,  Drama  to  Chelmsford 

"Having  a  full  planning  day  to  open  the 
lines  of  communication  and  a  real  willing- 
ness by  the  schools  to  share  ideas  and 
knowledge  were  keys  to  the  program's 
success,"  said  Margie  Topf,  artistic  direc- 
tor for  MJT  Dance  Company.  "As  we 
worked,  it  became  evident  that  studying 
dances  based  in  immigrant  cultures  from 
Lowell  and  Chelmsford  would  help  stu- 
dents understand  and  appreciate  the 
diverse  cultural  backgrounds  of  their 
community." 

The  next  two  weeks  were  spent  preparing 
for  the  residency.  Dancers  studied  the 
cultures  and  dances  of  local  settlers  and 
classroom  teachers  prepared  students  by 
presenting  local  history.  Meanwhile,  other 
teachers  gathered  music,  visual  art  pieces, 
and  other  resources  to  share.  During  the 
residency,  the  dancers  visited  each  class- 
room once  a  week  for  eight  weeks,  teach- 
ing warm-ups,  creative  and  traditional 
dance  steps,  and  choreographing  each 
school's  final  performance. 

"This  was  a  wonderful,  valuable  experi- 
ence. I  was  surprised  how  seriously  stu- 
dents took  this  project  and  how  proud 
they  were  to  present  it,"  said  second  grade 
teacher  Mary  McCormick. 

The  Chelmsford  Schools'  comprehensive 
planning  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
program's  success  thus  far.  However,  it 
has  not  been  without  difficulties. 

"One  challenge  was  coordinating  seven 
schools.  At  times  it  felt  very  complicated 
and  cumbersome.  But,  on  the  day  of  the 
performance  I  watched  our  community 
vividly  come  alive,"  said  Dr.  Mazza. 

The  multi-site  residency  continues  this 
spring  with  Studebaker  Theater  and  All  in 
One  Boat.  For  more  information,  call  Dr. 
Mazza  at  508-251-5100.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  who  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Cultural 
Resources  Directory: 

Sharon  Kennedy's  Irish  Folktales  for  Chil- 
dren, released  last  year  on  Rounder 
Records,  received  the  1996  Gold  Award 
from  Parents'  Choice  magazine.  Sharon 
was  also  recently  featured  in  Yankee 
magazine  as  one  of  "60  People  Who  Make 
New  England  New  England." 

Clarinetist  Harry  Skoler  has  released  Re- 
flections on  the  Art  of  Swing,  a  tribute  to 
Benny  Goodman,  on  Brownstone  Records. 
It  features  Roger  Kimball  and  Tim  Gilmore, 
two  fellow  members  of  Adventures  With 
Jazz.  Harry  also  wrote  the  article  "Adven- 
tures With  Jazz"  for  the  September  1996 
issue  of  Down  Beat  magazine,  sharing  his 
experiences  of  bringing  jazz  and  improvi- 
sation to  young  people. 

Judith  Steinbergh  received  a  fellowship 
from  Radcliffe  College's  Bunting  Institute. 
Building  on  her  many  years  as  a  poet-in- 
residence,  Judith  will  examine  how  using 
a  developmental  approach  to  teach  poetry 
can  impact  children's  learning.  She  is  one 
of  the  first  fellowship  recipients  concen- 
trating in  arts  in  education. 

Troubadour  received  the  Parents'  Choice 
Foundation  Silver  Honor  for  Get  Ready  for 
Boston!,  a  two-CD  set  that  explores  Bos- 
ton and  its  neighborhoods  in  songs, 
poems,  and  stories.  The  CDs  also  include 
original  works  by  Jay  O'Callahan,  Tribal 
Rhythms,  Judith  Black,  Elizabeth  McKim 
and  Semenya  McCord. 

Arts  in  Progress  and  the  Revolving  Mu- 
seum were  two  of  eight  Massachusetts 
organizations  recently  awarded  NEA 
grants  in  the  category  of  Education  and 
Access. 
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Continued  from  P.1 

"The  teacher  sets  the  mood,"  said  Battle. 
"When  the  teacher  is  involved,  the  kids 
respond  accordingly." 

Involving  the  Community 

Students'  parents  or  grandparents,  artists, 
and  local  cultural  organizations  (such  as 
historical  societies,  museums,  libraries, 
and  higher  education  institutions)  can  be 
valuable  resources  or  collaborators. 

For  example,  Cecelia  Gross,  Chair  of  the 
History  Department  at  Springfield  Techni- 
cal Community  College,  is  leading  a 
project  to  promote  understanding  of 
Springfield's  diverse  cultural  roots.  With 
local  and  regional  cultural  organizations 
and  a  community-based  project  commit- 
tee, she  will  trace  the  history  of  African 
Americans  in  Springfield  through  a  Heri- 
tage Trail.  The  next  step  will  be  to  create 
an  oral  history  with  students,  teachers, 
and  community  members. 

"Develop  a  curriculum  that  is  part  of  the 
life  of  the  community,"  recommends 
Gross.  "The  community  is  constant." 

Resources  To  Get  You  Started 

I  Multicultural  Education.  Call  415-750- 
9978  for  a  free  copy. 

I  The  Multicultural  Review  includes  re- 
views of  resource  materials.  Contact 
Greenwood  Publishing,  88  Post  Road 
West,  POB  5008,  Westport,  CT  06681 . 

I  Primary  Source  offers  professional  devel- 
opment, curriculum  resources,  and  a 
newsletter.  Call  617-923-9933. 

I  For  a  catalogue  of  resources  on  Asia, 
including  lesson  plans,  call  Smith 
College  at  41 3-585-3751 .  E3 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


Partnerships  in  the  Arts 

On  Thursday,  May  1 ,  the  Alliance  for  Edu- 
cation will  host  their  annual  arts  education 
conference  at  the  Host  Hotel  in  Sturbridge. 
It  will  feature  workshops  on  thematic 
teaching  and  learning  and  collaborative 
projects  to  infuse  the  arts  into  the  curricu- 
lum. For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alliance  for  Education  at  508-754-9425. 

Beyond  Enrichment 

Beyond  Enrichment:  Building  Effective 
Arts  Partnerships  With  Schools  and  Your 
Community,  by  Jane  Remer,  is  a  book  of 
essays  by  and  interviews  with  over  40  arts 
education  leaders  including  administra- 
tors, educators,  artists,  and  foundation 
officials.  It  features  case  studies  and 
offers  a  variety  of  insights  and  strategies 
on  implementing  arts  partnerships.  Be- 
yond Enrichment  and  Remer's  earlier 
book,  Changing  Schools  Through  the 
Arts:  How  to  Build  on  the  Power  of  an  Idea 
(1 990)  are  available  from  ACA  Books  at 
800-321-4510  x241. 

Awards  for  Schools  with  Arts- 
Driven  Curriculum 

The  1997  Business  Week  Awards  for 
Innovation  in  Instruction  will  be  awarded 
to  schools  that  have  partnered  with  busi- 
nesses or  community-based  organizations 
to  create  outstanding  arts  programs  for  all 
students.  Each  award  consists  of  a  two- 
part  $2,000  grant.  Winners  will  describe 
their  programs  at  workshops  and  confer- 
ences throughout  the  U.S.  and  receive 
national  recognition  in  a  subsequent  issue 


of  Business  Week.  For  an  application,  send 
a  fax  to  McGraw-Hill  Educational  and 
Professional  Publishing  Group  at  212- 
512-4769.  Applications  must  be  post- 
marked by  March  15, 1997. 

Museum-School  Resource  for 
Collaborations 

True  Needs  True  Partners:  Museums  and 
Schools  Transforming  Education,  pub- 
lished by  the  Institute  of  Museum  Services 
(IMS),  offers  insights  into  how  to  create 
lasting  collaborations  between  schools 
and  museums.  The  book  relates  first-hand 
experiences  from  members  of  15  success- 
ful partnerships  funded  by  the  IMS  in 
1994.  In  addition,  it  outlines  12  factors 
that  form  the  foundation  of  fruitful,  formal 
partnerships  between  museum  and 
school  educators.  Contact  the  IMS  at  202- 
606-8536. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Lisa  Safier. 
Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Tree  Swenson, 
Carol  Guidice,  Lisa  Safier,  Laura  Schofield, 
Sabrina  Moyle.  and  Dawn  Heinen. 
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Skillful  Evaluation  Strengthens  Planning  &  Programming 


esigning,  implementing,  and 
sustaining  arts  education  pro- 
gramming year  after  year  takes  a  lot  of 
work.  Evaluation  can  help  chart  a  positive 
course  for  growth  and  refinement. 

Plan  for  Growth  and  Change 

By  identifying  what  worked,  what  did  not, 
and  how  things  could  work  better,  evalua- 
tion can  be  used  to  build  stronger  pro- 
grams in  the  future  based  on  previous  arts 
education  programs. 

"It  is  more  than  determining  what's  good 
and  what's  bad,"  said  Fay  Horn  Lee,  princi- 
pal of  the  Mozart  School  in  Roslindale  and 
coordinator  of  two  residencies  with 
theater  artist  Linda  Myer.  "Evaluation  is 
about  finding  information  for  growth  and 
change.  It  is  a  teaching  and  learning  in- 
strument in  itself." 

Over  time,  incorporating  the  results  of 
evaluation  can  help  a  program  run  more 
smoothly  and  maximize  the  benefits  for  its 
participants.  For  example,  Shakespeare  & 
Company,  a  theater  company  participating 
in  numerous  residencies  throughout  the 
state,  used  evaluation  last  year  to  reach  a 
wider  range  of  students  in  their  annual  Fall 
Festival  of  Shakespeare,  a  festival  of  stu- 
dent performances  developed  through 
high  school  residencies. 

During  student  feedback  sessions  they 
learned  that  many  participants  had  after 
school  activities,  such  as  jobs  or  sports, 
that  conflicted  with  rehearsals.  As  a  result, 


the  company  devised  a  way  to  schedule 
around  these  conflicts  at  the  beginning  of 
each  residency. 

Get  the  Results  You  Want 

Evaluation  takes  planning,  time,  and  coor- 
dination. Identifying  the  reason  to  con- 
duct an  evaluation  before  beginning  a 
program  can  ensure  that  results  are  useful 
and  specific.  Is  the  purpose  of  the  evalua- 
tion to  determine 


whether  the  project  met  its 
goals?  Is  it  to  find  out  how  to  strengthen 
the  program?  Is  it  to  determine  short  and/ 
or  long-term  impact? 

The  next  step  is  to  structure  the  evalua- 
tion. What  do  you  want  to  find  out?  The 
information  needed  will  determine  what 
evaluation  methods  are  used,  what  ques- 
tions are  asked,  and  how  they  are  asked. 

Qualitative  methods — such  as  observa- 
tion, interviews,  and  questionnaires — 
describe  what  took  place  in  a  personal, 
anecdotal,  or  reflective  way.  Shakespeare 
&  Company  gauges  students'  experiences 
by  asking  open-ended  questions  such  as: 
Why  did  you  get  involved  in  this  project? 


What  did  you  imagine/hope  it  would  be 
like?  Is  it  happening  that  way  for  you? 

Quantitative  methods— such  as  check- 
lists, surveys,  and  pre-  and  post-program 
testing — chart  measurable  outcomes.  The 
Mozart  School  and  Myer  developed  a 
simple  checklist  to  measure  the  content 
and  skills  students  acquired  through 
researching  and  role-playing  interviews 
with  historical  characters.  Criteria  included 
whether  the  students  presented  basic 
information  on  the  character's  life,  de- 
scribing the  character's  contribution  to 
history,  and  whether  students  expressed 
themselves  in  complete  sentences  and 
maintained  good  eye  contact  and  volume. 

Successful  evaluation  plans  often  com- 
bine qualitative  and  quantitative  methods. 
"Using  multiple  instruments  helps  create  a 

Continued  on  P.4 


Important  Dates 


September  1997 

New  Event  &  Residency  Program 
Guidelines  and  Cultural  Resource  Directory 
mailed  to  schools 

October  15,  1997 

Local  Cultural  Council  and  PASS  Grants 
Deadline 


November  3, 1997 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for 
Spring  1998  Programs 
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MCCNotes 


Hhe  MCC  is  currently  progressing 
through  the  annual  budget  pro- 
cess. The  House  has  recommended  level 
funding  ($14.1  million)  for  the  MCC's 
fiscal  year  1998.  This  follows  the 
Governor's  earlier  recommendation  of 
$15.2  million.  In  May,  the  Senate  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  prepares  its  recom- 
mendations for  the  Senate's  review.  A  final 
budget  will  be  worked  out  in  a  House- 
Senate  conference  committee  in  June. 

MCC's  New  E-mail  Capabilities 

The  MCC  now  has  e-mail!  Contact  the 
Education  Department  at  the  following: 

Carol  Guidice — carol@art.state.ma.us 
Education  Partnership  Initiative 

Laura  Schofield— laura@art.state.ma.us 
Event  &  Residency  Program 

Sabrina  Moyle — sabrina@art.state.ma.us 
General  Department  Information 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 

Once  again,  we  have  received  an  excellent 
response  from  cultural  organizations  and 
schools  for  this  initiative.  At  the  January 
deadline,  we  received  17  pre-proposals 
for  three-year  Implementation  Grants.  A 
panel  in  early  March  recommended  that 
seven  partnerships  develop  full  propos- 
als. Final  decisions  will  come  in  August. 

Event  &  Residency  Program 

We  received  82  applications  at  our  April 
deadline.  Review  panel  recommendations 
go  to  the  MCC  board  in  June.  Final  grant 
amounts  will  be  announced  in  August, 
once  the  MCC's  fiscal  year  1998  budget  is 
approved  by  the  state  legislature. 

New  Roster  Artists  Announced 

During  February  and  March,  the  MCC 
convened  panels  to  interview  and  review 
more  than  60  applicants  for  inclusion  in 
the  artist  roster  for  the  Event  &  Residency 
Program.  A  new  Cultural  Resources 


schools  in  September.  It  will  include  all 
new  additions  to  the  roster  as  well  as 
updated  information  on  current  roster 
artists.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  newly 
approved  artists: 

(Key:  EV=Event,  EX=Extended  Event, 
R=Residency) 

Creative  Writing 

Dick  Lourie  -  EX,  R 
Margo  Lemieux  -  EV 
Christian  McEwen  -  EV,  EX,  R 
Deborah  Savage  -  EV,  EX 
Julia  Thacker-EV,  EX,  R 

Dance 

Morning  Star  Chenven  -  EX 
Amie  Dowling  -  EV 
Allison  Malloy-EV 
Moving  West  Repertory  Dance 
Theatre  -  EV 

Prometheus  Dance,  Inc.  -  EV,  EX 
Music 

Atlantic  Brass  Quintet  -  EV 
Boston  Brass  -  EV 
Stephen  Cummings  -  EX 
John  Fleagle  -  EV,  EX,  R 
Fran  Friedman  -  EV 
Klezamir-EV 
Made  in  the  Shade  -  EV 
Anne  O'Connor -EV 
Joan  Robb  -  EV 
Landon  Rose  - R 
Carolinn  Skyler- EV 
Tony  Vacca  -  EV,  EX 
Stephen  Webber  -  EV 
Wholesale  Klezmer  Band  -  EV 
World  Rhythms  -  EV 

Storytelling 

Leeny  Del  Seamonds  -  R 
Norah  Dooley  -  EV,  EX 
Bonnie  Greenberg  -  EV 
Rona  Leventhal  -  R 
Carole  G.  Vogel  -  EV 
Yad  B'Yad-EV 

Multidisciplinary 
(Performing/Literary  Arts) 

Bamidele  Dancers  &  Drummers  -  EV,  EX 
VIBE -EX 

Express  Yourself,  Inc.  -  EV,  EX 
Jermiah  IMabawi  -  EV,  EX 
Morgan  James  Peters  -  EV 
Sarah  Salerno  -  EV 

Barbara  and  Gerhardt  Suhrstedt  -  EV  0 


Ed  Reform  Update 

Implementation  Continues,  Final 
Frameworks  Under  Construction 

"Curriculum  Frameworks  are  alive  and 
well!"  was  the  message  of  Mass.  Commis- 
sioner of  Education  Robert  Antonucci  at 
four  statewide  spring  forums  held  for 
teachers,  administrators,  and  parents. 
Noting  that  the  Arts,  Health,  Mathematics, 
Science  and  Technology,  and  World  Lan- 
guages frameworks  were  passed  in  1995, 
and  English  Language  Arts  this  January, 
Antonucci  urged  districts  to  use  these 
frameworks  now  as  they  design  curricula. 

In  April,  the  Board  of  Education  reviewed 
the  most  recent  draft  of  the  History/Social 
Science  framework.  While  the  board  saw 
improvement  in  the  latest  draft,  they  de- 
cided to  appoint  a  committee  with  greater 
teacher  representation  to  make  subse- 
quent refinements,  which  they  hope  to 
review  again  in  May  and  June  meetings. 

This  spring  marks  the  beginning  of  the 
Mass.  Comprehensive  Assessment  System 
(MCAS).  This  year,  all  third  grade  students 
will  be  tested  in  reading.  Students  in 
grades  4,  8,  and  10  will  participate  in  a 
"question  tryout"  in  Mathematics  and  in 
Science  and  Technology  with  questions 
developed  from  the  learning  standards  of 
the  Mass.  Curriculum  Frameworks.  Subse- 
quent pilot  tests  in  English  Language  Arts 
and  History/Social  Science  will  take  place 
in  the  fall  to  refine  the  questions  and 
exercises  in  preparation  for  a  "real"  admin- 
istration of  the  test  in  spring  1998. 

The  Department  of  Education  will  sponsor 
summer  institutes  to  enhance  teachers' 
knowledge  of  the  learning  standards  in 
the  curriculum  frameworks.  Contact  Susan 
Wheltle  at  617-388-3300x239.  Q 


Spotlight 


Needham  Murals  Help  Build 
"Note"worthy  Community 
In  1993,  the  Needham  elementary 
schools  were  redistricted.  The  schools 
sought  ways  to  build  cooperation  and 
pride  in  these  newly  formed  communities, 
and  to  link  the  five  elementary  schools. 

With  partial  funding  from  the  MCC's  Event 
&  Residency  Program,  the  schools  worked 
through  the  Needham  Creative  Arts 
Council  to  contract  artist  David  Fichter  to 

facilitate  a  series  of  murals  which  would 
reflect  the  students'  ideas  of  "community." 
At  each  school,  students  discussed  the 
concept  of  community.  They  contributed 
their  design  ideas,  in  the  form  of  drawings 
or  writings,  to  a  core  group  of  students. 
These  students  then  worked  closely  with 
Fichter  to  create  a  final  design.  All  stu- 
dents participated  in  painting  the  murals 
at  their  school.  They  learned  how  to  mix 
colors,  create  flesh  tones,  and  execute 
various  brush  strokes. 

"Because  the  finished  murals  were  so 
strikingly  beautiful  and  meaningful,  the 
Needham  Creative  Arts  Council  felt  that 
they  wanted  to  further  publicize  the  stu- 
dents' artwork  to  the  greater  community 
and  maintain  the  momentum  that  this 
project  had  created,"  said  Carol  Jean  Tho- 
mas, Co-Chair  of  the  Needham  Creative 
Arts  Council. 

Utilizing  many  community  resources, 
starting  with  the  schools'  photographer 
and  a  local  graphic  artist,  who  both  volun- 
teered their  skills  and  time,  the  Council 
created  a  set  of  note  cards.  The  cards, 
which  were  printed  by  a  Needham  printer 
and  boxed  by  parent  volunteers,  are  now 
on  sale  at  local  businesses  to  raise  funds 
for  future  arts  education  projects. 

For  more  information,  contact  Carol  Jean 
Thomas  at  617-449-5278.  Q 


Collaboration  Provides  Science 
Experiences  to  Young  Girls 
Beyond  Black  Boxes,  an  after  school 
program  providing  innovative  science 
experiences  for  girls,  is  one  of  12  projects 
funded  by  the  MCC's  new  Science  in  the 
Community  Program,  which  supports 
collaborations  between  science  institu- 
tions and  community  organizations  in 
developing  science  experiences  for  youth. 

Beyond  Black  Boxes  is  made  possible 
through  collaborative  efforts  of  the  Com- 
puter Museum's  Computer  Clubhouse, 
the  Patriots'  Trail  Girl  Scout  Council,  and 
faculty  and  students  from  Wellesley 
College  and  the  MIT  Media  Lab. 

"We  hope  that  from  this  program  parents, 
guardians,  family  members,  friends,  and 
classmates  will  be  introduced  to  the  girls' 
activities  and  aspirations,"  said  Gail 
Breslow,  Computer  Clubhouse  Director. 

Participating  girls  design  their  own  scien- 
tific instruments  using  "Crickets,"  tiny 
computational  devices  developed  at  MIT. 
The  crickets  can  be  easily  programmed  to 
control  motors,  lights,  receive  information 
from  sensors,  and  communicate  with  one 
another.  With  the  help  of  staff,  the  girls 
use  crickets  to  develop  scientific  instru- 
ments that  gather  data  for  experiments 
they  have  designed. 

One  group  of  girls  is  building  a  motorized 
boat  that  will  collect  the  temperatures  of 
air  and  water.  They  can  then  compare, 
analyze,  and  interpret  their  collected  data. 

Breslow  said  that  girls  who  have  com- 
pleted the  first  part  of  the  project  will  serve 
as  mentors  for  younger  girls  in  subse- 
quent sessions. 

For  more  information,  contact  Gail  Breslow 
at  617-  426-2800  x421.  For  information 
about  Science  in  the  Community,  contact 
Mark  Winetrout  at  800-232-0960  x328.  0 


Congratulations 


Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  who  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Cultural 
Resources  Directory: 

Semenya  McCord  and  Very  Special  Arts 
Massachusetts  were  honored  with  1997 
Commonwealth  Awards  in  the  categories 
of  Artist  and  Education,  respectively,  for 
their  extraordinary  contributions  to  the 
state's  cultural  life. 

Irene  Smalls'  new  book,  Because  You're 
Lucky,  will  be  published  by  Little  Brown  & 
Co.  this  fall.  It  explores  the  idea  of  luck 
through  the  story  of  a  homeless  boy  who 
is  accepted  into  a  new  family.  Irene  will 
also  be  featured  this  month  in  the  national 
teacher's  magazine,  Teaching  Pre-K-8. 

Several  musical  groups  have  released  new 
recordings.  Rhythm  and  blues  artist  Larry 
Watson  released  his  debut  album  of  origi- 
nal R&B  and  gospel  compositions,  titled 
The  Journey,  in  March.  Bennett  and 
Lorraine  Lee  Hammond  released  Love 
Has  A  Life  of  Its  Own,  a  compilation  of 
original  compositions  and  American  tradi- 
tional songs,  on  Wizmak  Recordings.  The 
CD  features  the  artists  on  guitar,  harp, 
banjo,  and  Appalachian  dulcimer.  Klezmer 
Conservatory  Band  will  release  its  eighth 
album,  Dancin'  in  the  Aisles,  on  Rounder 
Records  in  June.  The  group  also  recently 
recorded  its  second  collaboration  with 
Itzhak  Perlman,  Live  in  the  Fiddler's  House. 
on  EMI  Recordings.  Paramount  Brass  will 
release  its  first  CD,  Tapestry:  Music  of 
Baroque  Masters,  on  Centaur  Records  this 
summer.  This  August,  they  will  be  artists- 
in-residence  at  the  Otaru  Music  Festival  in 
Otaru,  Japan. 

Two  songs  by  David  Polansky  will  be 
included  in  the  upcoming  feature  video, 
777e  Garage  Club. 


Continued  from  P.1 

comprehensive  picture  and  capture  unex- 
pected results,"  said  Lee.  "Artists,  teach- 
ers, and  administrators  may  have  different 
goals  for  a  residency.  Using  many  evalua- 
tion methods  can  show  how  each  goal  is 
being  met." 

Evaluation  can  yield  unanticipated  results 
and  questions,  so  try  to  remain  flexible. 

"We've  found  that  it's  more  valuable  to 
name  a  problem  than  to  name  a  solution," 
said  Mary  Hartman,  Associate  Director  of 
Education  at  Shakespeare  &  Company.  "A 
problem  may  have  many  solutions.  Focus- 
ing on  it  keeps  us  open  to  trying  out  many 
different  possibilities." 

Evaluation  can  be  most  effective  when 
integrated  into  every  phase  of  a  program. 

"At  the  end  of  a  nine-week  residency,  it's 
difficult  to  remember  everything  that 
happened,"  said  Hartman.  "Ongoing  evalu- 
ation helps  us  keep  track  of  what  we  did 
and  whether  or  not  it  worked." 

An  Artful  Approach 

Evaluation  can  also  be  approached  in 
many  creative  ways.  The  Mozart  School 
used  video  and  audio  tapes  of  workshops 
as  an  evaluation  tool  that  students  then 
used  to  critique  themselves  and  their 
peers.  Teachers,  administrators,  and  the 
artist  also  reviewed  the  tapes  to  monitor 
progress  over  the  course  of  the  residency. 

"Evaluation  is  a  way  of  refining  a  work  in 
progress,"  said  Lee.  "Like  writing,  perfor- 
mances, and  works  of  art,  programs  are 
never  done  right  the  first  time.  You  need  to 
do  it  and  re-do  it.  It  takes  persistence  and 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


example  for  the  kids." 


Summer  Conference  on  Folk  Art 
and  Folklife  in  Education 

Folk  Art  and  Folklife  in  Education,  spon- 
sored by  New  York  University  School  of 
Education,  is  a  conference  for  K-1 2  teach- 
ers, community  educators,  and  curriculum 
specialists  that  will  explore  ways  in  which 
folk  art  and  folklife  studies  can  enrich  art, 
social  studies,  and  language  arts  curricula 
as  well  as  motivate  learning,  build  self- 
esteem,  and  foster  cultural  inclusiveness 
in  schools.  The  conference  will  be  held  in 
New  York  City  June  29-July  3.  Contact 
NYU  at  212-998-5090. 

New  Arts  Education  Advocacy 
video  Kit  Available 

The  Arts  and  Children:  A  Success  Story  is  a 
video  demonstrating  the  impact  of  quality 
arts  education  on  student  success  in 
school,  life,  and  work  through  the  latest 
research.  Produced  by  the  Goals  2000  Arts 
Education  Partnership  and  introduced  by 
Meryl  Streep,  the  video  comes  with 
supplementary  materials  to  support  a 
public  awareness  campaign.  Contact 
Americans  for  the  Arts  at  202-371-2830. 

How-To  Guide  for  Artists 

David  Heflick's  How  to  Make  Money  Per- 
forming in  Schools  is  a  comprehensive 
guide  to  developing,  marketing,  and  pre- 
senting school  assembly  programs.  It 
offers  step-by-step  instruction  in  program 
design  and  presentation  techniques, 
outlines  a  methodology  for  successful 
marketing  and  touring,  and  includes  inter- 
views with  national  arts-in-education 
experts,  descriptions  of  successful  pro- 


grams, and  program  theme  ideas.  Contact 
Silcox  Productions  at  509-684-8287. 

Connecting  Art  &  Community 

Arts  Extension  Service  (AES)  is  sponsoring 
Connecting  Art  and  the  Community: 
Cultural  Approaches  to  Social  Change,  a 
summer  professional  development  insti- 
tute, June  26-28  in  Amherst.  It  features 
workshops  in  finding  funding  for  the  arts, 
planning  and  presenting  creative  pro- 
grams, understanding  evaluation,  and 
marketing  the  arts  strategically.  Contact 
AES  at  413-545-2360. 

Book  Celebrates  Pluralism 

F.  Graeme  Chalmers's  Celebrating  Plural- 
ism: Art,  Education,  and  Cultural  Diversity 
explores  why  multicultural  art  education  is 
necessary  and  how  art  education  pro- 
grams promote  cross-cultural  understand- 
ing. Chalmers  examines  existing  art 
education  curricula  and  suggests  ways  to 
design  and  implement  a  curriculum  for 
multicultural  art  education  that  will  help  all 
students  find  a  place  for  art  in  their  lives. 
Contact  the  Getty  Education  Institute  for 
the  Arts  at  310-440-7315. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Lisa  Safier. 
Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Carol  Guidice, 
Dawn  Heinen,  Sabrina  Moyle,  Lisa  Safier, 
Laura  Schofield,  and  Tree  Swenson. 
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trong  schools  are  vital  toff 
health  of  a  community.  One  way  to 
ensure  this  strength  is  to  utilize  commu- 
nity associations,  cultural  organizations, 
and  businesses.  Although  these  groups 
have  different  structures  and  services, 
partnerships  formed  among  them  can  be 
mutually  beneficial  endeavors.  As  schools 
cope  with  fewer  resources  and  new  cur- 
riculum frameworks,  cultural  organizations 
look  to  reach  broader  audiences  and  in- 
crease educational  offerings,  and  commu- 
nity associations  and  businesses  strive  to 
offer  productive  activities  for  youth  and  to 
build  an  educated  workforce. 

Partnerships  Grow  in  Stages 

A  partnership's  size,  scope,  and  vision  are 
determined  by  the  needs  and  resources  of 
its  various  partners.  In  his  book  Intersec- 
tions: Community  Arts  and  Education 
Collaborations,  Craig  Dreezsen,  Director  of 
Arts  Extension  Service,  observes  that 
partnerships  can  be  simple  or  complex, 
and  they  develop  in  stages. 

Partnerships  often  begin  with  a  simple 
transaction,  such  as  a  field  trip  or  artist 
residency,  in  which  a  school  in  effect  pur- 
chases a  service  from  a  cultural  group. 

The  next  stage  is  a  joint  venture — a  school 
and  an  organization  work  together  to  de- 
sign a  program  to  meet  specific  student 
needs.  The  residencies  featured  in  the 
Spotlight  section  of  this  newsletter  are 
examples  of  successful  joint  ventures. 


A  partnership  may  form  a  network  for 
sharing  ideas,  information,  or  schedules. 
The  Boston  Cultural  Partnership  regularly 
convenes  representatives  from  Boston 
Public  Schools  and  local  cultural  organiza- 
tions to  exchange  information  about  cur- 
rent events  in  the  schools  and  in  the 
cultural  community. 


eachotiner- 


Partnerships  can  coordinate 
tasks  that  involve  all  of  the  partners.  The 
Boston  Cultural  Partnership  publishes  a 
catalogue  for  schools  describing  the  cul- 
tural organizations'  educational  programs 
and  how  they  relate  to  the  city's  learning 
standards. 

In  its  most  developed  stage,  a  partnership 
engages  in  ongoing  collaboration.  In  fact, 
it  can  become  so  institutionalized  that  a 
separate  organization  is  created  to  carry 
out  partnership  activities. 

Strategies  for  Creating  Change 

Many  schools  and  their  communities  are 
at  different  stages  of  using  partnerships  to 
achieve  their  goals.  Four  projects  funded 
through  the  MCC's  Education  Partnership 


Initiative  offer  their  strategies  for  establish- 
ing successful  partnerships. 

►  Planning  and  Building  Relationships. 

"The  first  step  to  in-depth  partnerships  is 
building  trust  and  a  knowledge  base  be- 
tween the  partners,"  said  Esther  Kaplan, 
director  of  Pathways  and  Partnerships  for 
Learning,  a  consortium  of  schools,  cultural 
institutions,  and  community  organizations 
that  are  helping  eight  middle  schools 
implement  the  Boston  Public  Schools'  Arts 
in  Education  Policy. 

Pathways  and  Partnerships  for  Learning 
held  regular  meetings  among  representa- 
tives from  each  of  the  partners.  Both 
simple  and  complex  issues  surfaced  and 
were  resolved.  For  example,  schools  were 
not  aware  of  the  cost  or  scope  of  the  cul- 
tural partners'  services.  By  gaining  an 
understanding  of  these  services,  the 
schools  were  able  to  establish  a  realistic 
budget  and  to  develop  effective  and  inno- 
vative uses  of  the  services. 

Continued  on  P.4 


Important  Dates 


December  2, 1997 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 
Implementation  Grant  Pre-Proposal  Due 

January  15, 1998 

Event  &  Residency  Roster  Review 
Deadline 
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MCC  Notes 


H lease  use  the  1997/98  Event  & 
Residency  Program  guidelines  and 
the  fourth  edition  of  the  Cultural 
Resources  Directory 'that  were  distributed 
in  September  if  you  plan  to  apply  this  year. 
The  new  directory  includes  updated  infor- 
mation and  listings  for  both  the  PASS  and 
Event  &  Residency  programs.  A  copy  is 
available  at  your  local  library.  The  next 
deadline  for  the  Event  &  Residency  Ros- 
ter Review  is  January  15, 1998.  We  will 
accept  applications  in  design,  media  arts, 
puppetry,  mime,  theater,  and  visual  arts. 

The  Artist-Teacher  Partnership  category 
allows  an  artist  in  any  discipline  to  work 
intensively  with  teachers  for  four  to  1 0 
sessions  on  how  to  integrate  the  arts  into 
a  specific  curriculum  area  such  as  lan- 
guage arts  or  social  studies.  Separate 
guidelines  and  application  forms  are  avail- 
able from  our  office  by  calling  617-727- 
3668  or  800-232-0960. 
Education  Partnership  Initiative 
We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  latest 
grants  for  the  Education  Partnership 
Initiative.  Five  new  partnerships  received 
funds  for  three-year  Implementation 
Grants,  six  for  one-year  Planning  Grants, 
and  two  for  Planning  Grant  extensions. 
These  projects  represent  a  significant  step 
in  ongoing  work  to  ensure  that  the  arts, 
humanities,  and  sciences  are  part  of  edu- 
cation in  Massachusetts  and  that  artists 
and  cultural  organizations  are  seen  as 
important  educational  resources. 

Guidelines  for  the  next  review  cycle  are 
available.  Partnerships  wishing  to  apply 
for  Implementation  Grants  must  submit  a 
pre-proposal  outlining  their  project  by 
December  2, 1997.  A  panel  will  review 
these  in  January  and  select  a  group  of 
applicants  to  develop  full  proposals.  Plan- 


ning  Grant  applications,  as  well  as  full 
Implementation  Grant  proposals,  are  due 
on  March  16, 1998. 
In  Support  of  Arts  Education 
The  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts 
Education  (MAAE)  recently  mailed  an 
important  arts  education  information  pack- 
age to  every  superintendent  in  the  state.  It 
features  the  video,  The  Arts  &  Children:  A 
Success  Story.  This  12-minute  video, 
introduced  by  actress  Meryl  Streep,  pre- 
sents strong  testimony  from  students, 
teachers,  and  administrators  about  the 
critical  role  the  arts  play  in  education.  The 
package  also  includes  supplementary 
written  materials.  Be  on  the  lookout  for  this 
resource  and  use  it  to  encourage  conver- 
sations about  arts  education  with  your 
superintendent  and  your  community.  For 
further  information,  contact  the  MAAE  at 
978-448-5802. 

Opportunities  for  Teachers  as 
Writers  and  Researchers 

The  Massachusetts  Field  Center  for 
Teaching  and  Learning  is  offering  two 
professional  development  workshops  for 
teachers.  Voices:  Reflecting,  Writing,  and 
Sharing,  to  be  held  on  December  4  -  6,  is  a 
seaside  retreat  for  teacher-writers  of  all 
subject  areas  and  levels  of  experience.  It 
features  readings,  small  writing  groups, 
and  a  keynote  address  by  an  educator- 
writer.  In  the  Teacher-Researcher  Seminar, 
on  March  5,  participants  will  develop  the 
skills  of  reflective  practice,  learning  about 
classroom-based  research  and  systematic 
inquiry,  sharing  expertise,  and  organizing 
support  networks.  Contact  the  Massachu- 
setts Field  Center  at  61 7-287-7660.  Q 


Ed  Reform  Update 

All  7  Core  Subject  Curriculum 
Frameworks  Now  Complete 

This  summer,  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Education  (MBOE)  approved  the  final 
version  of  the  History/Social  Science 
framework.  Frameworks  for  all  seven  core 
subjects  have  now  been  completed.  They 
also  voted  to  change  the  total  required 
instructional  time  for  schools  from  180 
days  per  year  to  990  hours.  This  raised 
some  alarm  in  the  cultural  community 
because  it  was  unclear  whether  field  trips 
would  count  as  instructional  time.  How- 
ever, decisions  concerning  the  educational 
value  of  field  trips  have  always  been  made 
at  the  local  level,  and  the  MBOE  has  indi- 
cated that  this  will  continue.  At  the  discre- 
tion of  each  school  district,  field  trips  that 
clearly  address  the  state  curriculum  frame- 
works can  count  as  instructional  time. 

In  September,  the  Department  of  Educa- 
tion (DOE)  reactivated  the  Arts  Education 
Advisory  Council,  one  of  several  advisory 
councils  that  were  suspended  temporarily 
when  the  current  board  was  appointed  in 
August  1 996.  Initially  formed  to  provide  a 
link  between  the  DOE  and  the  arts  commu- 
nity, the  advisory  council  includes  arts 
educators,  artists,  and  representatives 
from  cultural  organizations  that  are  actively 
involved  in  education.  It  also  serves  as  a 
source  of  information  and  feedback  for  the 
MBOE  and  the  Commissioner.  The  MCC's 
Program  Officer  for  Education,  Carol 
Guidice,  is  a  member  of  the  advisory 
council. 

For  more  frameworks  information,  contact 
Susan  Wheltle  at  the  Department  of  Educa- 
tion 617-388-3300  x239,  or  email 
swheltle@doe.mass.edu.  El 


Spotlight 


Students  Create  Bus  Dances  to 
Reflect  Insect  Knowledge 

Beginning  in  October,  dancer  Nikki  Hu  and 
musician  Guy  Van  Duser  will  work  with 
teachers  and  students  at  the  James  M. 
Curley  Elementary  School  in  Jamaica 
Plain  for  five  months  to  create  dances  that 
reflect  the  students'  understanding  of 
insects  and  their  life  cycles.  "Our  hope  is 
that  students  will  gain  scientific  knowledge 
and  bring  that  learning  alive  through  dance 
and  music,"  said  Amy  Poliakoff,  Parent 
Arts  Coordinator. 

Students  will  learn  and  perform  different 
dances  including  Itch,  which  portrays  the 
human  reaction  to  bugs;  Entomology, 
which  depicts  the  pursuit  and  capture  of  a 
butterfly  (complete  with  butterfly  nets  and 
origami  butterflies);  and  Picnic,  which 
poses  the  question:  Do  ants  party? 

The  idea  for  this  program  originated  when 
parents  from  the  Curley  School  attended 
the  final  performance  of  Bring  Out  the 
Bugs  at  the  South  Elementary  School  in 
Hingham.  Nikki  and  Guy  were  commis- 
sioned to  create  a  dance  and  music  perfor- 
mance that  would  be  the  centerpiece  of  a 
year-long  project  to  transform  the  school 
into  an  "insectarium."  The  inspiration 
behind  the  project  came  from  a  collabora- 
tion between  the  South  Elementary 
School's  principal,  an  education  consult- 
ant, and  a  local  naturalist.  "This  brilliant 
idea  transformed  the  whole  school,"  said 
Nikki  of  the  Hingham  project.  "I  hope  to 
use  the  pieces  from  that  experience  as  a 
departure  point  for  this  residency  at  the 
Curley  School.  We  will  also  create  new 
dances  which  focus  on  the  relationship 
between  insects  and  plants." 

For  more  information,  contact  Nikki  Hu  at 
617-925-2714  or  Amy  Poliakoff  at  617- 
524-1150.  D 


Interpreting  the  Spirit  of  Two 
Rivers  Through  Sculpture 

This  fall,  second  and  third  graders  at  the 
Peter  Fitzpatrick  School  in  Pepperell  will 
collaborate  with  environmental  sculptor 
Beth  Galston.  They  will  create  a  sculptural 
interpretation  of  two  local  rivers,  the 
Nashua  and  the  Nissitissit.  The  project  will 
be  integrated  into  the  students'  study  of 
local  history  and  the  environment.  "The 
water  theme  was  fun  to  build  on  and 
worked  naturally  into  sculpture,"  said 
Joann  Marion,  Assistant  Principal. 

The  goals  of  the  school's  residency  are  to 
use  the  arts  to  educate  their  students 
about  the  rare  environmental  features  of 
their  local  rivers,  allow  students  to  create  a 
permanent  three  dimensional  art  piece, 
and  provide  a  collaborative  learning  envi- 
ronment. As  students  study  the  water 
areas  and  habitats  with  their  classroom 
teachers,  a  core  group  will  work  closely 
with  Beth  and  their  art  teacher  to  create  the 
sculpture.  The  finished  piece  will  hang  in 
the  school's  lobby.  "The  biggest  challenge 
is  allowing  the  students  to  be  creative 
while  setting  guidelines  so  they  design 
pieces  that  can  be  hung  as  a  whole,"  said 
Beth  Galston. 

Students  will  work  on  all  stages  of  the 
sculpture's  development  including  visiting 
the  site,  considering  the  theme  of  water 
and  the  role  the  rivers  have  played  in  the 
town's  history,  developing  a  design,  and 
building  the  art  work.  The  residency  will 
culminate  with  an  open  house  where  stu- 
dents will  unveil  the  sculpture  and  share 
this  unique  celebration  of  Pepperell's  his- 
tory with  their  community. 

For  more  information,  contact  Joann 
Marion  at  978-433-2787.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists  and 
organizations  who  are  listed  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Cultural  Council's  Cultural 
Resources  Directory: 

In  June,  storyteller  and  theater  artist  Kate 
Carney  presented  her  one-woman  histori- 
cal show  Anne  Sullivan  at  the  International 
Women's  Playwright's  Conference  (IWPC) 
at  University  College  in  Gallway,  Ireland. 

Inca  Son  was  selected  to  represent  Peru  at 
the  International  Folk  Arts  Festival  during 
Moscow's  850th  anniversary  celebration  in 
September.  The  group  was  also  awarded 
the  1997  "Best  World  Music  Award"  by  the 
Boston  Phoenix. 

Animation  artist  Karen  Aqua's  eighth  film, 
Ground  Zero/Sacred  Ground,  premiered 
October  25  at  Boston's  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts. 

Storyteller  Linda  Goodman  was  accepted 
as  a  member  of  the  Barter  Storytellers,  the 
first  storytelling  troupe  to  be  associated 
with  an  American  professional  theater.  The 
troupe  is  based  at  the  Barter  Theatre  in 
Abingdon,  VA  and  will  tour  nationally. 

Illustrator  Giles  LaRoche  is  currently 
being  featured  in  the  exhibition  Telling 
Stories  With  Pictures:  The  Art  of  Children's 
Book  Illustration  at  the  DeCordova  Mu- 
seum and  Sculpture  Park  in  Lincoln. 

Glen  Dickson  of  the  Shirim  Klezmer  Or- 
chestra was  awarded  a  Massachusetts 
Cultural  Council  Artist  Grant  in  Music 
Composition.  Multidisciplinary  artist 
Celeste  Miller  was  one  of  nine  finalists  in 
the  category  of  Playwrighting/New  Theater 
Works. 

Paintings,  masks,  and  props  by  student 
participants  in  Express  Yourself's  project. 
777e  Tropical  Rainforest,  were  exhibited  at 
Boston  City  Hall  and  the  State  House  this 
summer.  The  artworks  were  also  dis 
played  at  the  MCC  office  this  fall. 
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MCC  Grant  Recipients  Offer  Partnership  Strategies 


Through  their  initial  meetings,  Arts  Are 
Academic,  a  partnership  to  build  sequen- 
tial, arts-integrated  curricula  in  four  Boston 
middle  schools,  found  that  the  cultural 
partners  were  not  familiar  with  the  arts 
standards  that  guide  the  partner  schools' 
curricula.  As  a  result,  they  held  workshops 
for  cultural  organizations'  staff  members  to 
orient  them  to  the  standards  and  to  iden- 
tify which  standards  their  programs  could 
address. 

I  In-depth  Teacher  Professional 
Development.  Teacher  training  can  be 
critical  to  sustaining  a  partnership's  impact 
in  the  schools.  American  Moments,  a 
partnership  to  integrate  the  resources  of 
local  cultural  organizations  into  the  Spring- 
field Public  Schools'  American  history 
curriculum,  held  a  summer  institute  for 
teachers  that  focused  on  the  American 
Revolution.  The  institute  gave  teachers  in- 
depth  information  about  the  period  and 
allowed  them  to  experience  interdiscipli- 
nary, hands-on  learning  for  themselves. 
"People  from  all  levels  and  all  disciplines 
came  together  with  a  wealth  of  information 
that  fueled  our  artistic  and  intellectual 
souls,"  said  Linda  Levister,  a  social  studies 
teacher  at  the  Elias  Brooking  School.  "It 
revitalized  my  teaching." 

Art  Works  for  Schools,  a  partnership  in 
Lincoln  to  promote  critical  and  creative 
thinking  skills  in  teaching  and  learning, 
conducted  residencies  with  the  Under- 
ground Railway  Theatre  and  the 
tfpA  DeCordova's  traveling  Gallery  on  the 
■lA  Go.  They  coached  teachers  in  apply- 
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ing  principles  and  concepts  they  had 
learned  through  workshops,  such  as  meta- 
cognition  -  reflecting  on  one's  own  think- 
ing -  in  their  classrooms. 

I  Sharing  Information  and  Resources. 

Pathways  and  Partnerships  for  Learning 
held  a  "best  practices"  symposium  where 
educators  shared  teaching  strategies  they 
had  developed  through  participating  in  the 
partnership. 

At  the  end  of  their  summer  institute, 
American  Moments  participants  ex- 
changed the  curriculum  units  they  created. 
These  units  will  form  the  basis  for  a  per- 
manent resource  library  for  Springfield 
teachers. 

Art  Works  for  Schools  has  launched  a  web 
site  (http://artworks.harvard.edu)  that 
includes  teacher  chat  rooms  and  a  virtual 
teacher  workshop. 

I  Collaboration  on  Policy  and 
Curriculum  Development.  "Curriculum 
development  needs  to  be  school-driven," 
said  Pam  Hill,  Project  Director  for  Arts  Are 
Academic.  This  program  created  a  master 
team  of  teachers  at  each  school  to  develop 
a  curriculum  and  to  plan  uses  of  artists 
and  resources. 

Pathways  and  Partnerships  for  Learning 
advised  school  administrators  in  develop- 
ing their  school  arts  plans  to  meet  the 
Boston  Public  Schools'  Arts  Policy,  includ- 
ing setting  three-year  goals  and  year-by- 
year  strategies  for  reaching  them.  Through 
this  process,  the  schools  created  four 
additional  slots  for  arts  specialists. 


I  Ongoing  Evaluation.  "During  the  first 
year,  we  spent  a  lot  of  time  working  out  the 
kinks  in  the  system,"  said  Kaplan. 
"Schools  and  cultural  organizations  have 
limited  time  to  plan.  As  a  result,  feedback 
is  crucial."  Emerson  College  is  videotaping 
the  partnership's  activities  to  document 
changes  in  participants'  teaching. 

At  a  recent  meeting,  members  of  the  Art 
Works  for  Schools  planning  team  noted  an 
unexpected  outcome  of  partnership:  "We 
aren't  just  changing  what  happens  in 
schools,"  said  Ellie  Lazarus,  Director  of 
Education  at  the  DeCordova  Museum. 
"We've  all  changed  each  other." 

Productive,  lasting  partnerships  are  chal- 
lenging to  initiate  and  administer.  However, 
through  planning,  leadership,  and  a  com- 
mon vision,  they  can  create  lasting  benefits 
for  schools,  communities,  cultural  organi- 
zations, and,  most  importantly,  children. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  MCC's 
Education  Department.  D 

Written  by  Sabrina  Moyle 
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Creative  Uses  of  Technology  Assist  Teaching  &  Learning 


echnological  innovations  are 
having  a  huge  impact  on  educa- 
tion. Supported  by  initiatives  from  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Education, 
which  adopted  a  comprehensive  technol- 
ogy plan  in  1994,  Bay  State  schools  have 
been  incorporating  technology  into  many 
disciplines,  including  the  arts.  In  our 
culture  and  economy,  technology  and  the 
arts  increasingly  overlap.  The  American 
Canvas  report  from  the  National  Endow- 
ment for  the  Arts  (NEA)  states  that  80,000 
new  jobs  in  digital  arts  were  created  in  the 
last  two  years.  Technology  has  the  poten- 
tial not  only  to  expand  traditional  arts 
curricula,  but  to  play  a  leading  role  in 
reinforcing  the  arts  as  basic  to  education. 

The  Role  of  Technology 

Computer  networks,  on-line  services,  and 
multimedia  equipment  offer  educators 
access  to  vast  amounts  of  information 
and  ways  to  store,  analyze,  and  organize 
that  information.  However,  it  is  not  these 
resources  alone  but  the  creative  uses  of 
this  technology  that  have  the  potential  to 
transform  teaching  and  learning. 

"The  leading  task  for  educators  right  now 
is  the  one  that  is  at  the  heart  of  our  profes- 
sion itself:  to  sort  out  for  ourselves  what 
really  matters,  to  help  our  students  learn 
the  stories  and  have  tools  to  build  a  life 
with  meaning,"  said  David  O'Fallon,  Execu- 
tive Director  of  the  Minnesota  Center  for 
Arts  Education  and  former  Arts  in  Educa- 
tion Program  Director  at  the  NEA. 


The  role  of  the  arts  in  education  reform  is 
supported  by  technology.  By  using  tech- 
nology, educators  can  increase  access  to 
cultural  and  educational  resources,  better 
communication  with  one  another,  engage 
different  learning  styles,  and  design  better 
portfolio  assessment. 

Interactivity  Enlivens  Classrooms 

By  encouraging  hands-on,  interdiscipli- 
nary learning,  technology 


sw\es- 


can  enliven  a  classroom.  At 
Duxbury  High  School,  students  use  MIDI 
(Musical  Instrument  Digital  Interface) 
workstations  to  read,  write,  and  sequence 
music.  Using  a  keyboard  and  special  com- 
position software,  students  compose 
music  and  receive  instant  feedback  by 
hearing  the  sounds  they  create. 

"Technology  is  highly  motivating  for  stu- 
dents," said  Anne  Marie  Marcella,  Technol- 
ogy Integration  Specialist  at  the  Abbot 
School  in  Westford.  "It  is  an  excellent  way 
to  reach  students  of  different  abilities  and 
learning  styles  because  students  can 
proceed  at  their  own  pace." 


Computers  and  digital  cameras  can  facili- 
tate the  assessment  of  artistic  develop- 
ment. Students  in  the  Worcester  Public 
Schools  participated  in  a  pilot  program  in 
which  they  used  digital  cameras  to  create 
electronic  portfolios  of  their  work  in  the 
visual  arts.  Works  on  paper  were  trans- 
ferred digitally  onto  computer  disks. 
Through  this  method,  students  can  com- 
pile examples  of  their  work  over  several 
years  in  one  compact  collection. 

Community  Collaborations 

Technology  can  also  be  a  catalyst  for 
bringing  schools  together  with  their  own 
communities.  In  Deerfield,  the  Frontier 
Regional  School  District,  Pocumtuck 
Valley  Memorial  Association  (PVMA)  and 
Straight  Ahead  Pictures,  Inc.  joined  forces 
with  the  help  of  an  MCC  Education  Part- 
nership Initiative  grant  to  develop  a  cur- 

Continued  on  P.4 

Important  Dates 


September  1998 

1998-99  Event  &  Residency  Guidelines 
and  Cultural  Resources  Directory 
Supplements  mailed  to  schools 

October  15, 1998 

Local  Cultural  Council  and  PASS  Program 
grant  deadline 

November  2, 1998 

Event  &  Residency  grant  deadline  for 
Spring  1999  programs 
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MCC  Notes 


here's  great  news  for  the  MCC  in 
the  Senate  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee budget  announced  during  the  last 
week  of  May.  For  fiscal  year  1999,  the 
Committee  has  recommended  a  $21.3 
million  budget  for  the  MCC,  a  $6.6  million 
increase  after  three  years  of  practically 
level  funding.  This  comes  after  the 
Governor's  earlier  recommendation  of 
$1 6.3  million  (a  $1 .6  million  increase). 
The  House  has  recommended  nearly  level 
funding  ($14.9  million).  A  final  budget  will 
be  worked  out  in  a  House-Senate  Confer- 
ence Committee  in  June. 
Event  &  Residency  Program 
We  received  55  applications  at  our  April 
deadline.  Panels  reviewed  these  applica- 
tions in  May  and  made  recommendations 
to  the  MCC  board.  Schools  are  being 
notified  in  mid-June  if  they  were  recom- 
mended to  receive  funding.  Final  grant 
amounts  will  be  announced  in  August, 
once  the  MCC's  fiscal  year  1999  budget  is 
approved  by  the  state  legislature. 
New  Roster  Artists  Named 
During  February  and  March,  the  MCC 
convened  panels  to  review  and  interview 
more  than  35  applicants  for  inclusion  in 
the  artist  roster  for  the  Event  &  Residency 
Program.  Below  is  a  list  of  the  newly  ap- 
proved artists. 

(Key:  EV=Event,  EX=Extended  Event, 
R=Residency) 

Puppetry 

Margaret  Moody  -  EV,  EX 
Puppeteer's  Cooperative  -  EV,  EX 
Dassia  Robertson  -  EV,  EX 
Theater  &  Mime 

Harwich  Junior  Theatre  Inc.  -  EV 
History-Making  Productions  Inc.  -  EV 
Celia  Slattery  -  EV,  EX 
The  Theater  Offensive  -  EV 
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Visual  Arts  &  Media  Arts 

Deborah  Coffey  -  EV 
Mark  F.  Cooper -EV,  EX 
Allan  Rohan  Crite  -  EV 
Marjorie  Forte  -  EX 
Edith  Heyck  -  EV 
Sheryl  Jaffe  -  EX 
Susan  and  Wil  Johnson  -  EV 
Karen  Larsen  -  EV,  EX 
Pell  Osborn  -  EV,  EX,  R 
Morgan  James  Peters  -  R 

A  supplement  to  the  Cultural  Resources 
Directory  will  be  produced  this  summer 
and  distributed  to  schools  in  September.  It 
will  include  the  17  new  artists  listed  above 
as  well  as  some  contact  information, 
changes  for  current  roster  artists.  The  next 
deadline  for  artists  to  join  the  roster  will  be 
in  January  1999  for  the  disciplines  of 
creative  writing,  dance,  music,  and 
storytelling. 

Honoring  Arts  Educators 

The  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts  Edu- 
cation will  host  its  annual  Outstanding 
Arts  Educator  Awards  Ceremony  on  June 
10  at  the  State  House  in  Boston.  Since 
1984,  the  MAAE  has  recognized  nearly 
100  teachers  for  their  accomplishments  in 
educating  students  in  dance,  drama,  mu- 
sic, visual  arts,  and  creative  writing.  In 
addition,  an  award  will  be  given  to  an 
exemplary  project  involving  a  school 
collaborating  with  local  cultural  organiza- 
tions. For  more  information,  contact  Judy 
King,  MAAE,  at  61 7-876-5485. 

Welcome  New  Ed.  Associate 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Danielle 
Steinmann  joined  our  staff  as  the  new 
Education  Program  Associate.  She  has  a 
Masters  Degree  in  art  history  from  the 
Institute  of  Fine  Arts  at  New  York  Univer- 
sity and  was  most  recently  public  relations 
manager  at  The  Dictionary  of  Art.  Q 


Ed  Reform  Update 


Summer  Brings  Arts  Framework 
Revisions  and  Teacher  Institutes 

In  May,  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Education  convened  the  first  meeting  of 
the  arts  curriculum  framework  review 
panel.  The  14-member  committee  is  com- 
posed of  arts  educators  and  directors, 
artists,  and  representatives  from  higher 
education  and  cultural  organizations.  The 
Board  of  Education  has  charged  them  with 
reviewing  the  current  framework  and 
making  some  needed  revisions,  including 
adding  an  arts  history  component. 

The  framework  committee  will  meet  during 
the  next  few  months  to  develop  learning 
standards  in  each  of  the  four  domains 
(dance,  music,  theater,  and  visual  arts)  as 
well  as  standards  that  cut  across  all  arts 
disciplines.  It  is  expected  that  a  final  draft 
of  the  revised  framework  will  be  presented 
to  the  Board  in  September. 

This  summer,  the  DOE  will  support  over  50 
professional  development  programs. 
These  "content  institutes"  are  designed  to 
provide  content  rich  strategies  for  imple- 
menting the  state  curriculum  frameworks. 
Professional  Development  Points  will  be 
awarded  and  many  programs  offer  a  sti- 
pend as  well  as  the  opportunity  to  receive 
graduate  credits.  Most  institutes  include 
follow-up  sessions  during  the  school  year. 
A  selection  of  the  institutes  presented  by 
cultural  organizations  is  on  page  4  under 
Opportunities  &  Resources. 

For  more  information  on  curriculum  frame- 
works or  a  listing  of  all  DOE-sponsored 
institutes,  contact  781-388-3300  or 
www.doe.mass.edu.  Q 
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MCC  Education  Partnership  Project  Directors  Attend  National  Institute, 
Bring  Professional  Development  Tools  Back  to  Their  Schools 


Last  October,  two  representatives  of 
Explore  &  Discover,  a  school-museum 
collaboration  funded  through  the  MCC's 
Education  Partnership  Initiative,  attended 
the  "Institute  for  Inquiry"  at  San 
Francisco's  acclaimed  Exploratorium. 

The  Exploratorium  is  a  museum  that  uses 
hands-on  activities  and  interactive  exhib- 
its to  bring  together  art,  science,  and 
human  perception.  The  annual  "Institute 
for  Inquiry"  brings  together  leaders  in 
science  education  reform  from  across  the 
country.  Teachers,  administrators,  and 
staff  development  providers  participate  in 
workshops  and  programs  that  demon- 
strate inquiry-based  learning,  and  use  that 
information  to  create  professional  devel- 
opment workshops  for  their  own  schools. 

Inquiry-based  learning  is  the  process  of 
investigation  through  observation,  posing 
questions,  experimenting,  and  then  pro- 
ceeding with  scientific  methods.  Ques- 
tions unfold  through  observation  and 
often  lead  to  unpredictable  investigations. 

Explore  &  Discover is  a  partnership  be- 
tween the  Uxbridge  Public  Schools,  Dis- 
covery Museums,  Worcester  Center  for 
Crafts,  and  Uxbridge  Police  Department 
that  is  developing  an  inquiry-based 
multidisciplinary  curriculum.  As  part  of  the 
project,  students  pose  problems  and 
design  art  exhibits  that  investigate  natural 
science  principles  such  as  magnetism, 
color  and  light,  and  waves. 

Bruce  Dean,  Explore  &  Discover  project 
leader  and  Uxbridge  High  School  art 
teacher,  and  Denise  LeBlanc,  Director  of 
Education  at  the  Discovery  Museums, 
attended  the  Institute  to  explore  hands-on 
what  inquiry-based  learning  is  all  about. 


For  example,  during  one  Institute  session, 
participants  experimented  with  soap  foam 
using  both  guided  and  open-ended  ap- 
proaches to  inquiry.  First,  in  a  "guided 
activity,"  they  followed  specific  instruc- 
tions for  achieving  predictable  outcomes 
with  the  foam.  Then,  in  a  "challenge  activ- 
ity," each  group  worked  from  their  obser- 
vations to  build  a  foam  tower.  In  the  final 
activity,  they  "messed  about"  with  the 
foam  to  learn  what  they  could  about  its 
physical  properties,  including  what  makes 
it  strong. 

As  a  follow-up  exercise,  participants  re- 
flected on  their  shared  experiences  and 
examined  the  skills  used  in  the  process  of 
inquiry  such  as  observing,  hypothesizing, 
and  interpreting.  They  then  designed 
meaningful  investigations  to  use  in  their 
own  teaching  as  well  as  sample  assess- 
ments of  student  learning.  Overlap  be- 
tween investigations  using  art  and  those 
using  science  were  also  explored. 

Dean  and  LeBlanc  will  use  what  they 
learned  at  the  Exploratorium  to  create 
professional  development  workshops  for 
the  Explore  &  Discover  partnership.  Work- 
shops will  include  different  approaches  to 
hands-on  science  using  exhibits  as  a 
springboard  for  observation  and  inquiry. 
Teacher  journals  will  be  used  to  evaluate 
and  redesign  activities.  New  ideas  and 
activities  will  be  incorporated  into  ongo- 
ing planning  efforts. 

For  more  information  about  Explore  & 
Discover,  contact  John  Clarke  at  508-278- 
8634,  email  artuxbri@ma.ultranet.com,  or 
visit  their  web  site(www.world.std.com/ 
~brd/).  For  more  information  on  the 
Exploratorium,  visit  their  web  site 
(www.exploratorium.edu).  Q 

Bruce  Dean 


Congratulations 


Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  who  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Cultural 
Resources  Directory: 

Musicians  Landon  Rose  and  Neil  Leonard 
were  awarded  a  grant  from  the  Boston 
Chapter  of  the  American  Composers  Fo- 
rum for  a  performance  of  musical  arrange- 
ments using  the  sounds  of  flying  kites. 

Tribal  Rhythms,  a  group  which  combines 
music,  movement,  storytelling,  and  visual 
arts  with  the  theme  of  "tribe,"  made  the 
keynote  presentation  at  this  year's  Massa- 
chusetts Teachers  Association's  Profes- 
sional Development  Conference. 

Animation  artist  Karen  Aqua's  film, 
Ground  Zero/Sacred  Ground,  won  first 
prize  for  animation  at  the  Humboldt  Film 
Festival  in  California. 

Several  artists  have  new  books  being 
published.  Irene  Smalls',  A  Strawbeater's 
Thanksgiving,  published  by  Little  Brown 
&  Co.,  is  an  African-American  Thanksgiv- 
ing story  based  on  slave  narratives.  Dana 
Salvo's,  Home  Altars  of  Mexico,  will  be 
published  by  the  University  of  New  Mexico 
Press.  Storyteller  Linda  Goodman's  "The 
Bobby  Pins"  has  been  included  in  the 
latest  of  the  Chicken  Soup  series,  Chicken 
Soup  for  the  Mother's  Soul. 

Tony  Vacca  released  a  new  CD,  Ain't  It 
Time,  with  the  World  Rhythms  Ensemble. 

The  album  builds  on  Tony's  20-year 
collaboration  with  Tim  Moran. 

Inca  Son  was  selected  to  play  in  the  Na- 
tional Folk  Festival  in  Ohio  this  June.  The 
group  also  released  a  new  CD,  MiCambio 
(My  Chain),  featuring  new  age  music  using 
traditional  South  American  instruments. 

Music  from  Shirim  Klezmer  Orchestra's 

latest  CD,  Naftule's  Dreams,  was  included 
in  Woody  Allen's  film  Deconstructing 
Harry. 


a 


Continued  from  P.1 

riculum  that  explores  media  literacy  while 
capitalizing  on  the  area's  rich  history. 

"Educators  and  students  have  been  un- 
aware of  the  rich  array  of  historical  and 
cultural  resources  right  outside  their  door- 
step," says  Susan  McGowan,  Director  of 
Adult  Programs  at  PVMA.  "It  takes  some- 
thing like  this  curriculum  to  open  the 
door." 

Called  Turns  of  the  Centuries,  the  curricu- 
lum will  use  digitized  primary  source 
documents  from  the  museum's  collec- 
tions—including photos  and  newspapers 
dating  from  1792— to  examine  how  tech- 
nology impacted  Deerfield  at  the  turns  of 
the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  centuries. 

The  Internet  also  offers  educators  com- 
munity-based resources  for  professional 
and  curriculum  development.  The  website 
from  Art  Works  for  Schools,  an  MCC  Edu- 
cation Partnership-funded  project  based 
in  Lincoln  and  Cambridge,  includes  a 
virtual  workshop  site  for  teacher  training 
(www.artworks.harvard.edu).  Eventually, 
teachers  will  be  able  to  share  their  curricu- 
lum ideas  in  an  on-line  forum. 

Additional  Internet  Resources 

Lesson  plans,  projects,  links  to  other  sites, 
and  opportunities  for  educators  to  ex- 
change information  can  be  obtained  on 
the  following  websites:  the  Educational 
Resources  Information  Center 
(www.aspensys.com/eric/),  ArtsEDGE 
(artsedge.kennedy-center.org),  ArtsEdNet 
(www.artsednet.getty.edu),  and  the  Na- 
tional Education  Association 
(www.nea.org).  Q 

Sabrina  Moyle 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


The  Massachusetts  Department  of  Educa- 
tion is  sponsoring  summer  professional 
development  institutes  that  will  provide 
educators  with  content  rich  strategies  for 
implementing  the  state  curriculum  frame- 
works. See  page  2  for  more  information. 

Spaces  are  limited  and  registration  is  on  a 
first-come  first-served  basis.  Please  con- 
tact the  individual  institute  coordinators 
for  availability  and  program  locations. 

June  20,  July  20-24,  27-31,  Aug  3-7 

Portraits  of  a  Port  II  presented  by  the  New 
Bedford  Whaling  Museum.  Contact  Laura 
Pereira  at  508-997-0046  x14. 

June  20,  July  27-31,  Aug  3-7 

SEA  Connections  III,  presented  by  the 
Schooner  ERNESTINA  Commission.  Con- 
tact Alan  Lee  Hankin  at  508-993-4176. 

June  25-26,  29-30,  July  1-2 

Strategies  for  Using  Mathematics,  pre- 
sented by  the  Alliance  for  Education. 
Contact  Louise  Clark  at  508-754-9425. 

June  29-July  1  (team  leaders),  Aug  3-7 
(all  participants) 

Powerful  Learning  for  All  Students:  Inte- 
grating the  Arts  Curriculum  Framework, 
presented  by  Arts  Are  Academic.  Contact 
Pamela  Hill  at  978-779-6644. 

July  6-10,13-17 

The  American  Industrial  Revolution:  An 
Interdisciplinary  Institute  for  Middle 
School  History  &  Language  Arts  Teachers, 
presented  by  Tsongas  Industrial  History 
Center.  Contact  Peter  O'Connell  at  978- 
970-5080. 


July  6-10 

Enhancing  Language  Skills  Through  the 
Arts,  presented  by  Very  Special  Arts  Mas- 
sachusetts. Contact  Louise  Pascale  or 
Susan  Fisher  at  61 7-350-771 3. 

July  6-17 

Tools  of  the  Trade,  presented  by  the  Mu- 
seum Institute  for  Teaching  Science.  Con- 
tact Emily  V.  Wade  at  617-695-9771. 

July  13-24 

The  Dynamic  Earth:  Teaching  Earth  & 
Space  Science  at  the  Middle  School  Level, 
presented  by  the  Museum  of  Science. 
Contact  Cary  Sneider  at  617-589-0359. 

July  27-31 

History  &  Culture  of  the  Wampanoag 
People  of  Massachusetts,  presented  by 
The  Children's  Museum,  Boston.  Contact 
Virginia  Zanger  at  617-426-6500  x284. 

August  10-14 

Reading  &  Writing  About  History  pre- 
sented by  Old  Sturbridge  Village.  Contact 
Devon  Kurtz  at  508-347-3362  x330. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Lisa  Safier. 
Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Carol  Guidice, 
Dawn  Heinen,  Lisa  Safier,  Laura  Schofield, 
Danielle  Steinmann,  and  Tree  Swenson. 

Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 

120  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116-4600 

Tel:  617-727-3668  Toll  Free:  800-232-0960 

Fax:617-727-0044  TTY:  617-338-9153 

Email:  mcc@art.state.ma.us 
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120  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 6-4600 
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Artists  &  Educators  Working  Together  Inspire  Change 


hen  artists  and  teachers  work 
together,  fun  and  exciting  things 
can  happen.  Artists  are  an  often  untapped 
resource  for  professional  development, 
yet  a  partnership  between  artists  and 
educators  can  have  a  profound  impact  on 
teachers  and  their  students.  What  may 
seem  scary  or  intimidating  at  first  can 
result  in  teachers  exploring  their  own 
creativity  and  gaining  new  insight  into 
how  their  students  learn. 

"I  was  terrified.  I  sat  with  my  hands  grip- 
ping the  armrests,"  said  Susan  Farrell,  a 
fifth  grade  teacher  at  the  Charles  A. 
Bernazzani  School  in  Quincy. 

She  is  not  describing  a  roller  coaster  ride. 
She  is  remembering  how  it  felt  the  first 
time  she  was  asked  to  stand  up  and  dance 
in  front  of  her  peers  during  an  artist-led 
workshop. 

Involving  Artists  Early 

For  the  past  year,  Farrell  and  fellow  teach- 
ers Nancy  Hebert  and  Jane  Joyce  have 
worked  with  dancer  Nikki  Hu  and  musician 
Guy  Van  Duser.  The  teachers  contacted 
these  artists  while  they  were  struggling 
with  their  curriculum  unit  on  immigration. 

"We  wanted  to  make  diversity  real  for  the 
students,"  Joyce  said. 

They  discussed  the  issue  with  Hu  and  Van 
Duser  who  had  a  long-standing  relation- 
ship with  the  school.  However,  this  project 
would  prove  to  be  very  different  from 
previous  residencies.  This  time,  the  teach- 


ers initiated  the  theme  and  co-created  the 
curriculum  content  with  the  artists. 

Through  a  series  of  movement  and  musi- 
cal explorations,  the  teachers  became  the 
students.  In  sessions  away  from  the  class- 
room, they  created  movements  which 
represented  "welcome."  They  then 
brought  these  movements  back  to  the 
school  and  performed  for  their  fifth 
graders. 


Students  were 
asked  to  identify  the  movements  and  work 
together  in  small  groups  to  create  their 
own.  Together  they  explored  other  themes 
that  would  illustrate  the  immigrant  experi- 
ence, such  as  "prejudice." 

Benefits  Beyond  the  Classroom 

"Some  of  these  kids  couldn't  stand  each 
other  before,"  said  Farrell.  "The  act  of 
collaboration  resulted  in  a  visible  reduc- 
tion of  conflicts  between  some  students." 

Throughout  this  project,  the  teachers 
relied  on  video  and  written  documentation 
to  provide  ongoing  evaluation.  They  ob- 
served improvements  in  student  behavior 
patterns  as  well  as  written  tests.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  entire  fifth  grade  performed 


their  final  dance  at  graduation,  a  first  at 
the  school. 

"Every  child  got  something  out  of  this," 
said  Farrell. 

The  teachers  plan  to  build  on  this  model 
project  and  reproduce  it  in  the  future. 

Arts  Aid  Teacher  Development 

Dance  also  provided  the  inspiration  for  a 
project  in  the  Pittsfield  Public  Schools. 
Educators  are  collaborating  with  artists 
from  the  Jacob's  Pillow  Dance  Festival  and 
the  Berkshire  Museum.  Funded  in  part 
through  the  MCC's  Education  Partnership 
Initiative,  collaborators  plan  to  integrate 
their  dance  project  into  the  development 
of  a  district-wide  arts  curriculum. 

In  summer  1997,  Pittsfield  teachers  at- 
tended a  week-long  institute  at  Jacob's 
Pillow  with  master  tap  dancer  Dianne 

Continued  on  P.4 


important  Dates 


November  2, 1998 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for 
Spring  1999  Programs 

December  1, 1998 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 
Implementation  Grant  Pre-Proposal 
Deadline 

January  15, 1999 

Event  &  Residency  Roster  Review 
Deadline 
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he  National  Assembly  of  State  Arts 
Agencies  (NASAA)  selected  the 
MCC  as  the  first  recipient  of  their  Innova- 
tion Award  for  its  YouthReach  Initiative. 
The  award  celebrates  the  leadership  of 
state  arts  agencies  in  designing  and 
implementing  programs  that  address  the 
needs  of  underserved  communities. 

Arts  Literacy  Teleconference 

On  Tuesday,  December  1 ,  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Education  and  the  Arts  Education 
Partnership  will  co-sponsor  a  national 
teleconference,  Arts  Literacy  for  a  Chang- 
ing America,  to  discuss  the  importance  of 
arts  literacy  and  the  results  of  the  1997 
National  Assessment  of  Educational 
Progress  of  eighth  graders  in  music, 
dance,  visual  arts,  and  theater.  This 
"Nation's  Report  Card"  for  arts  education 
represents  the  first  nationwide  measure- 
ment of  what  students  know  and  can  do 
in  the  arts  in  over  20  years. 

Other  teleconference  topics  include  evalu- 
ating school  arts  programs  to  determine  if 
they  enable  students  to  achieve  high 
standards,  strategies  for  integrating  arts 
assessments  into  overall  reform  efforts, 
and  examples  of  strong  arts  education 
programs.  The  MCC  and  the  Massachu- 
setts Alliance  for  Arts  Education  plan  to 
sponsor  a  viewing  and  discussion  session 
at  Bridgewater  State  College.  More  infor- 
mation will  be  available  in  mid-November. 

For  information  concerning  other  area 
meetings,  see  the  Arts  Education  Partner- 
ship web  site  (http://aep-arts.org)  for  a  list 
of  teleconference  downlink  sites  or  call 
1-800-USA-LEARN. 

Event  &  Residency  Program 

1998/99  Event  &  Residency  (E&R)  Pro- 
gram guidelines  and  Cultural  Resources 
Directory  Supplement  were  distributed  in 
September.  The  new  guidelines  fea- 
ture a  re-designed  event  application 
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which  includes  all  applicant  information, 
narrative  questions,  and  project  budget  in 
just  a  two-page  form.  The  Directory 
Supplement  includes  additions  to  the  E&R 
Program  Roster  as  well  as  updated  con- 
tact information  for  some  continuing 
roster  artists.  A  copy  of  this  and  other 
MCC  publications  can  be  found  at  your 
local  library.  The  next  deadline  for  artists 
to  join  the  roster  is  January  15, 1999  for 
the  disciplines  of  creative  writing,  dance, 
music,  and  storytelling. 

A  Fond  Farewell 

We  were  saddened  to  hear  that  Mpeti  Ole 
Surum  died  recently  in  an  automobile 
accident  in  his  native  Kenya.  Listed  on  the 
MCC's  E&R  Program  Roster  since  1992, 
Mpeti  presented  the  "Way  of  the  Maasai" 
introducing  schoolchildren  to  the  music, 
dance,  and  cultural  traditions  of  the 
Maasai  people.  He  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 

Three  new  partnerships  have  been 
awarded  funds  to  begin  three-year  imple- 
mentation grant  projects  this  year.  Three 
others  received  one-year  planning  grants 
and  one  a  planning  grant  extension.  These 
projects  continue  to  demonstrate  the 
impact  that  in-depth  collaborations 
among  educators,  artists,  cultural  organi- 
zations, and  community  leaders  can  have 
on  local  education  reform  efforts.  Four 
partnerships  entering  their  third  year  of 
programming  and  five  partnerships  in 
their  second  year  were  also  given  grants. 

Guidelines  for  the  next  review  cycle  are 
available.  Partnerships  wishing  to  apply 
for  implementation  grants  must  first  sub- 
mit a  pre-proposal  outlining  their  project 
by  December  1 .  A  panel  will  review  these 
in  January  and  select  a  subgroup  to  de- 
velop full  proposals.  Planning  grant  appli- 
cations and  full  implementation  grant 
proposals  are  due  March  15, 1999.  Q 


Ed  Reform  Update 


Arts,  Math,  Science  Frameworks 
Under  Revision 

The  arts  curriculum  framework  review 
panel  worked  this  summer  reviewing  and 
revising  the  learning  standards  in  the 
current  framework.  A  draft  framework  is 
expected  to  be  presented  at  the  Board  of 
Education's  January  1999  meeting.  Copies 
of  the  draft  framework  will  then  be  avail- 
able for  public  comment.  Once  revisions 
are  made  in  response  to  the  public's  feed- 
back, the  committee  will  submit  the  new 
arts  framework  for  final  board  approval  in 
late  spring. 

Review  committees  for  both  math  and 
science  frameworks  began  meeting  this 
fall.  They  will  revise  the  existing  frame- 
works in  the  coming  months  and  present 
them  to  the  board  and  public  following  a 
similar  timeline  as  the  arts  review  panel. 

Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assess- 
ment System  (MCAS)  tests  were  scored 
over  the  summer  and  results  will  be  mailed 
in  November  to  over  200,000  students, 
their  schools,  and  their  school  districts. 
Results  will  be  used  to  develop  and  refine 
future  tests  as  well  as  the  frameworks. 

The  Department  of  Education  (DOE)  is 
currently  reviewing  recertif ication  require- 
ments for  educators.  They  are  considering 
ways  to  strengthen  the  quality  of  profes- 
sional development  providers  and  dis- 
seminate information  about  offerings. 
Ideas  include  the  creation  of  a  "consumer 
database"  at  the  DOE  website  that  would 
have  information  about  professional  de- 
velopment providers  as  well  as  evalua- 
tions from  actual  program  participants. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  DOE  at 
781  -388-3300  or  www.doe.mass.edu.  Q 


Spotlight 


Collaboration  Between  Cape  Cod  Museum  &  Head  Start  Program  Gets 
Pre-Schoolers  and  Their  Parents  Involved  in  Science  Education 


Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natural  History  and 
the  Cape  Cod  Child  Development/Head 
Start  Program  have  formed  a  five-year 
partnership  to  develop  science  program- 
ming for  pre-school  children. 

"We  want  to  inspire  parents  and  educators 
to  offer  children  experiences  that  generate 
curiosity  and  use  science  process  skills," 
said  Lucy  Gilmore,  naturalist  and  educator 
at  Cape  Cod  Museum  of  Natural  History. 

"This  collaboration  has  enhanced  stu- 
dents' interest  in  science  and  exploration 
and  has  helped  parents  understand  how 
to  extend  this  kind  of  learning  in  the 
home,"  she  said. 

Funded  through  the  MCC's  Science  in  the 
Community  Program,  this  partnership  has 
developed  a  science  curriculum  for  pre- 
schoolers, held  workshops  for  parents 
and  early  childhood  educators  on  science 
exploration,  and  created  hands-on  science 
centers  in  Head  Start  classrooms  across 
the  Cape. 

The  curriculum  guide,  Inspiration  for 
Guiding  Children  through  Science  Learn- 
ing Experiences,  gives  suggestions  on 
how  parents  and  educators  can  engage 
children  in  age-appropriate  science  skills 
such  as:  observing,  classifying,  predicting, 
and  comparing.  It  also  provides  ideas  on 
how  to  invite  a  child  to  participate  and 
lists  specific  science  activities  that  parents 
can  do  at  home.  For  example,  students 
looked  at  how  different  animals  have 
adapted  to  their  environment;  parents 
expanded  on  this  by  talking  with  their 
child  about  the  similarities  and  differences 
between  animals,  their  habitats,  and  how 
they  move. 


The  museum  setting  was  new  for  many  of 
the  pre-schoolers'  parents. 

"We  started  holding  workshops  at  the 
museum  that  teachers,  children,  and  par- 
ents could  attend  together,"  said  Museum 
Education  Director  Nancy  Church. 

Museum  staff  mentored  parents  on  how 
to  ask  open-ended  questions  when  look- 
ing at  exhibits.  During  the  same  work- 
shop, parents  then  had  an  opportunity  to 
try  out  this  new  approach  with  their  child. 

"The  coaching  approach  enables  parents 
to  help  their  child  get  the  most  out  of  the 
exhibits,"  Church  said. 

"Initially  parents  showed  little  or  no  inter- 
est in  the  math  and  science  programs 
offered  to  their  children.  However,  by  the 
end  of  the  year  every  child  had  a  parent  at 
one  of  our  schools'  science  family  nights. 
Parents  also  showed  more  curiosity  to- 
wards science  activities  that  they  could 
initiate  at  home,"  said  Barbara  Kozma, 
Head  Start  education  coordinator. 

In  collaboration  with  museum  staff,  Head 
Start  teachers  have  developed  science 
stations  in  their  classrooms  and  created 
opportunities  for  parents  to  get  more 
involved.  They  have  also  begun  a  peer 
mentoring  network  that  introduces  this 
inquiry-based  method  to  other  educators. 

"We  hope  to  extend  this  network  to  in- 
clude Kindergarten  teachers  so  that  stu- 
dents will  have  a  smooth  transition  into 
the  public  school  system,"  said  Church. 

For  more  information,  contact  Nancy 
Church  at  508-896-3867  or  Barbara 
Kozma  at  508-775-6240  x312.  fS 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  who  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Cultural 
Resources  Directory. 

The  Cantata  Singers,  Fitchburg  Art  Mu- 
seum, and  Shakespeare  &  Co.  each  re- 
ceived 1998  Education  and  Access  grants 
from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts. 

Wheelock  Family  Theatre's  PAH!  Deaf 
Youth  Theatre  was  named  one  of  10 
national  finalists  in  the  President's  Com- 
mittee on  Arts  and  Humanities'  Coming  Up 
Taller  Award. 

Glass  armonica  player  Carolinn  Skyler 

appeared  in  the  WGBH  Channel  2  televi- 
sion series  Scientific  American  -  The  Art  of 
Science. 

Last  November,  Bamidele  Dancers  & 

Drummers  released  a  CD,  Live:  Bamidele 
Dancers  and  Drummers.  The  CD  release 
was  followed  by  a  tour  of  the  Southern 
United  States. 

Harry  Skoler  of  Adventures  with  Jazz  has 

recently  returned  from  playing  in  Costa 
Rica  and  is  awaiting  the  release  of  his  new 
CD,  A  Work  of  Heart.  This  fall  he  returns  to 
Berklee  College  of  Music  as  an  assistant 
professor. 

Storyteller  Davis  Bates  and  musician 
Roger  Tincknell  both  recently  received 
Parents'  Choice  awards  for  their  record- 
ings. Davis  won  a  Gold  Award  for  Family 
Stories  (one  of  Booklist  magazine's  top  ten 
best  audio  recordings  of  1996).  and  Roger 
an  Honor  Award  for  his  environmental 
album  Earth  Rhythms. 

Cantabrigia  Brass  Quintet  played  for  the 
recent  productions  of  Showboat.  Annie. 
The  King  and  I.  and  Miss  Saigon  at  the 
Wang  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  jazz  band  Made  in  the 
Shade  released  a  CD.  Passin'the  Hat. 
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Walker.  The  institute  focused  on  ways  to 
integrate  dance,  visual  arts,  and  history. 

"Everyone  who  took  part  in  the  summer 
teacher  institutes  was  more  excited  about 
starting  a  new  school  year  than  I  have  ever 
witnessed  before,"  said  Alice  Jenkins, 
coordinator  of  fine  and  performing  arts  for 
Pittsfield  schools. 

The  institute  was  followed  by  jazz  tap 
classes  and  group  meetings  throughout 
the  school  year  as  teachers  formulated 
ways  to  integrate  the  arts  into  their  class- 
room curricula.  They  found  tap  to  be  a 
useful  way  to  enhance  learning,  especially 
in  math  and  verbal  communication.  For 
example,  K-1  teachers  at  Conte  Elementary 
in  Pittsfield  used  tap  to  introduce  count- 
ing and  rhyming. 

"The  children  were  so  concentrated  and 
motivated.  Teachers  only  stopped  because 
the  class  period  ended,"  said  Jenkins. 

Teachers  wore  their  tap  shoes  to  school 
and  often  exchanged  dance  steps  be- 
tween classes.  They  delighted  their  stu- 
dents with  a  performance  of  the  Shim 
Sham  Shimmy. 

"Something  extraordinary  is  happening  in 
our  school  between  teachers  and  stu- 
dents," said  Conte  Elementary  Principal 
Elizabeth  Neal. 

Although  it  involves  trust  and  sometimes 
taking  risks,  artist-teacher  collaborations 
have  the  potential  to  enliven  classrooms 
and  inspire  learning  in  new  and  exciting 
ways.  These  partnerships  breathe  new  life 
into  the  way  students  learn  and  teachers 

Q teach,  while  at  the  same  time  they 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


integrate  the  arts  into  curricula. 


Teacher  Training  Institute  at 
Huntington  Theater  Company 

On  Nov.  14  and  21 ,  from  9am  -  3pm, 
Young  Playwrights  will  offer  a  playwriting 
workshop  for  teachers.  Contact:  Linda 
Murphy,  Assistant  Director  of  Education, 
Huntington  Theatre  Company  at  617-266- 
7900  X2549. 

Scholarships  Available  for 
Original  Student  Computer  Art 

Imation  Corporation  in  partnership  with 
the  National  Art  Education  Association  will 
offer  $1,000  scholarships  to  25  finalists 
from  high  schools  across  the  country.  To 
request  school  entry  packets,  call  888- 
466-3456.  Artwork  from  last  year's  final- 
ists can  be  viewed  at  www.imation.com/ 
scholarships. 

New  Web  Site  Offers  Guidance 
on  Performing  in  Schools 

Schoolgigs.com  (www.schoolgigs.com) 
provides  artists  with  tips  and  information 
about  arts-in-education  performances, 
including  developing  programs  and  pro- 
motional materials  and  working  with  pre- 
senting organizations.  Artists  without  web 
access  may  send  an  SASE  with  780  post- 
age to:  Silcox  Productions,  PO  Box  1407, 
Orient,  WA;  888-417-2001. 

Alan  Rohan  Crite  Research 
Institute  and  Museum  Opens 

The  institute,  featuring  the  visual  artist's 
life's  work,  is  now  open  by  appointment  at 
410  Columbus  Ave.  in  Boston.  Available 
programs  include  house  tours  and  a  40 
minute  walking  tour  of  the  South  End, 


where  Crite  has  lived  for  most  of  his  88 
years.  Contact:  617-266-0488. 

Spend  Summer  in  Colorado  with 
Teacher-Artist  Program  (TAP) 

Co-sponsored  by  the  National  Art  Educa- 
tion Association  and  the  Marie  Walsh 
Sharpe  Art  Foundation,  the  1999  Teacher- 
Artist  Program  awards  up  to  six  outstand- 
ing K-1 2  art  educators  with  full  tuition, 
room,  and  board  for  a  summer  residential 
program  on  the  campus  of  Colorado  Col- 
lege in  Colorado  Springs.  The  program 
focuses  on  teachers  as  artists  and  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  for  artistic  growth  in 
drawing  and  painting.  Feb.  1, 1999  dead- 
line. Contact:  Kimberly  M.  Taylor,  Program 
Officer,  Marie  Walsh  Sharpe  Art  Founda- 
tion, 711  N.  Tejon,  Suite  B,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80903;  719-635-3220. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Dawn 
Heinen.  Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Robert 
Bailey,  Carol  Guidice,  Dawn  Heinen,  Laura 
Schofield,  Danielle  Steinmann,  and  Tree 
Swenson. 

Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 

1 20  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16-4600 

Tel:  617-727-3668  Toll  Free:  800-232-0960 

Fax:617-727-0044  TTY:  617-338-9153 

Email:  mcc@art.state.ma.us 


Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 
1 20  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 6-4600 
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ow  would  the  scHools  in  your  improvisation  and  set  design.  These  activi- 
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community  fare  in  an  arts  assess- 
ment? In  1997  the  National  Assessment  of 
Educational  Progress  (NAEP),  commonly 
referred  to  as  "The  Nation's  Report  Card," 
conducted  a  national  assessment  of  arts 
education  at  the  eighth-grade  level.  The 
study  measured  what  eighth  grade  stu- 
dents know  and  can  do  in  music,  theater 
and  the  visual  arts.  NAEP  also  surveyed 
student  access  to  quality  arts  instruction. 
The  results  were  disappointing;  students 
lack  sufficient  opportunities  to  learn  neces- 
sary skills  in  the  arts. 

"Unfortunately,  this  study  clearly  shows 
that  most  students  are  not  now  engaged  in 
meaningful,  sustained  instruction  or  pro- 
duction of  the  arts,  and  that's  a  very  trou- 
bling fact,"  said  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts  Chairman  Bill  Ivey. 

Using  a  combination  of  traditional  written 
examinations  and  performance  tasks,  the 
assessment  measured  student  knowledge 
in  three  art  processes:  creating,  perform- 
ing and  responding.  Creating  is  defined  as 
the  production  of  original  art.  Performing 
involves  recreating  an  existing  work.  Re- 
sponding includes  examining  one's  own 
work  and/or  the  work  of  others.  Creation 
and  performance  tasks  in  music  included 
singing,  using  an  electronic  keyboard  and 
playing  a  musical  instrument.  In  the  visual 
arts,  tasks  included  working  with  clay, 
charcoal  and  construction  materials,  while 
theater  activities  included  script  writing, 


ties  were  documented  using  photographs, 
video  and  audio  recording.  A  dance  as- 
sessment was  also  developed  but  not  used 
because  there  was  not  a  large  enough 
sample  of  schools  offering  regular  dance 
programs. 

NAEP  also  surveyed  the  contexts  for  arts 
instruction  in  the  schools. 
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Ninety  percent  of  the  stu- 
dents taking  the  tests  reported  not  having 
a  dance  curriculum,  85%  had  no  theater 
curriculum,  28%  did  not  have  a  music 
curriculum  and  36%  had  no  visual  arts 
curriculum. 

The  survey  also  asked  about  the  frequency 
of  arts  instruction,  who  is  teaching  and 
where  instruction  takes  place.  The  results 
showed  that  much  work  needs  to  be  done 
to  increase  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of 
arts  instruction  in  U.S.  schools. 

What  can  be  done  to  improve  school  per- 
formance in  this  assessment  the  next  time 
around?  There  are  several  questions  every 
arts  education  advocate  should  ask.  Are 
the  arts  considered  part  of  the  core  aca- 


demic curriculum  in  your  schools?  Do 
your  schools  hire  full-time  arts  education 
specialists?  How  are  arts  organizations  in 
your  community  supporting  arts  education 
in  the  schools? 

"I  challenge  parents,  educators,  governors, 
legislators,  artists  and  arts  organizations  to 
commit  the  necessary  resources  and  build 
partnerships  to  ensure  that  all  children 
receive  a  quality  education  in  the  arts," 
said  Ivey. 

Although  the  results  of  the  NAEP  assess- 
ment in  the  arts  were  disappointing,  they 
can  serve  as  a  baseline  from  which  our 
schools  can  improve. 

For  more  information  or  a  copy  of  the 
1997  NAEP  Arts  Report  Card,  contact  the 
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics  at 
877-4-ED-PUBS  or  on-line  at 
http://nces.ed.gov.  To  learn  how  you  can 
get  more  involved  in  arts  education  advo- 
cacy, contact  the  Arts  Education  Partner- 
ship at  202-326-8693  or  on-line  at: 
http://aep-arts.org.  U 

Important  Dates 


March  15, 1999 

Education  Partnership  Initiative 
Planning  Grant  and  Full  Implementation 
Proposal  Deadline 

April  1,1999 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for 
Fall  1999  Programs 
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MCC  Notes 


ducators,  artists  and  organizations 
now  have  a  new  way  to  find  out 
more  about  the  MCC.  Visit  us  on-line  at 
www.massculturalcouncil.org.  Our  first- 
generation  site  features: 
I  MCC  program  overviews 
►  Sample  projects 
I  Funding  lists 
I  Staff  contact  information 
I  Upcoming  MCC  events 
I  Agency  newsletters 
I  Program  deadlines 
I  Press  releases 
I  Program  FAQs 
I  Event  &  Residency,  PASS  and 

Massachusetts  Touring  Rosters 
Keep  informed  about  the  state  of  the  arts, 
humanities  and  interpretive  sciences 
throughout  Massachusetts  as  we  continue 
to  build  this  on-line  service  for  you. 

Event  &  Residency  Program 

At  our  November  deadline,  we  received 
198  applications  for  programs  beginning 
in  January.  The  total  request  was  approxi- 
mately $300,000  and  represented  a  signifi- 
cant increase  over  previous  years.  This 
cycle,  we  introduced  a  two-page,  stream- 
lined Event  Program  application  to  make 
this  program  more  accessible  to  new 
applicants.  An  increase  in  the  number  of 
event  applications  resulted.  In  addition, 
schools  requesting  funds  for  residencies 
applied  for  longer,  more  in-depth  pro- 
grams. Nearly  30%  of  the  applications 
were  for  programs  lasting  40  to  75  days. 

MCC  Staff  Changes 

We  are  sorry  to  announce  that  Education 
Program  Coordinator  Laura  Schofield  left 
the  MCC  in  February.  She  will  be  going 
back  to  teaching.  Our  loss  will  certainly  be 
one  school's  gain.  Danielle  Steinmann,  our 
current  education  program  associate,  will 
become  the  new  program  coordinator. 


Recognizing  Excellence  in  Arts 
Education 

The  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts 
Education  (MAAE)  is  seeking  nominations 
for  its  annual  arts  education  awards  which 
will  be  presented  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston  on  June  3, 1999. 

Some  categories  include:  Distinguished 
Arts  Educator,  Outstanding  Collaborative 
Arts  Program,  School  Committee  Arts  in 
Education  Leadership,  Excellence  in 
School  Administration,  Outstanding  Parent 
Advocate,  and  Excellent  School  Arts  Edu- 
cation Program. 

In  addition,  a  special  Legislative  Leader- 
ship Award  will  honor  a  state  legislator 
who  has  demonstrated  outstanding  sup- 
port for  arts  education,  education  reform 
and  statewide  arts  funding.  The  deadline 
for  submissions  is  April  1 5.  For  more 
information  and  a  nomination  packet  con- 
tact the  MAAE  at  508-747-7555  or  email 
maae@tiac.net. 

Work  on  State  Arts  Curriculum 
Framework  Continues 

Throughout  the  fall  and  winter,  the  arts 
curriculum  framework  revision  committee 
has  met  to  review  and  revise  the  state 
learning  standards  for  dance,  music, 
theater  and  visual  arts  education.  The 
committee  expects  to  present  a  draft  to  the 
Board  of  Education  at  its  March  30 
meeting.  If  the  board  approves  the  initial 
draft,  it  will  then  be  circulated  for  public 
comment.  The  feedback  period  will  likely 
last  about  one  month  and  then  the 
framework  committee  will  reconvene  to 
make  additional  revisions.  The  MAAE  in 
partnership  with  the  MCC  and  others  plans 
to  convene  a  series  of  public  comment 
meetings  regarding  the  new  arts  frame- 
work in  late  April  and  May.  See  page  4  for 
locations  and  dates.  Yi 
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Literacy  Research  Awareness 
Can  Assist  Educators  and  Artists 

Teaching  all  students  to  become  compe- 
tent and  enthusiastic  readers  and  writers  is 
a  paramount  goal  for  educators  every- 
where. Educators  and  artists  can  use 
storytelling  and  creative  writing  to  help 
achieve  this  goal.  An  increasing  body  of 
research  indicates  that  children  who  can 
read  fluently  by  grade  3  are  more  likely  to 
become  successful  students  in  middle  and 
high  school.  Artists  and  educators  should 
be  aware  of  research  about  literacy  as  they 
plan  programs  because  they  play  a  critical 
role  in  helping  teachers  achieve  higher 
literacy  levels  for  all  students. 

Research  about  the  process  of  learning  to 
read  is  summarized  in  the  1998  study 
Preventing  Reading  Difficulties  in  Young 
Children,  published  by  the  National  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  a  compan- 
ion volume,  Starting  Out  Right,  designed 
for  parents  and  teachers.  These  can  be 
found  on  the  Internet  at  www.nap.edu. 
Artists  who  work  in  schools  and  educators 
in  cultural  institutions  may  be  particularly 
interested  in  the  sections  of  these  reports 
that  deal  with  verbal  memory  for  stories 
and  sentences,  the  use  of  expressive  lan- 
guage, the  importance  of  rhyme  and  play- 
ing with  language  and  overall  language 
development. 

Locally,  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Education  (MDOE)  commissioned  a  study 
which  found  that  young  students  need  an 
environment  that  is  rich  in  all  kinds  of  oral 
and  written  literature,  and  that  they  benefit 
from  explicit  phonics-based  instruction. 

For  more  information,  contact  Susan 
Wheltle  at  the  MDOE,  781-388-3300  x239, 
or  swheltle@doe.mass.edu.  |9 


Spotlight 

Students  Transform  Thoughts  and 

Fifth  grade  students  and  teachers  at  the 
Abraham  Edwards  School  in  Beverly 
recently  had  the  opportunity  to  transform 
their  thoughts  and  feelings  into  a  theater 
production  with  the  help  of  actor  and 
dancer  Glenda  Medeiros.  Prior  to  step- 
ping into  the  classroom,  Medeiros  gave 
students  a  homework  assignment  asking 
them  to  write  down  their  answers  to  the 
following  questions:  What  do  you  like, 
hate,  hope  for,  fear  and  look  forward  to? 

"Using  the  responses  students  gave,  im- 
provisations, scenes,  characters,  poems, 
dances,  investigations  and  a  performance 
were  born,"  said  Medeiros. 

Students  explored  the  responses  gener- 
ated by  the  assignment  by  doing  various 
improvisations.  For  example,  in  one  class, 
a  group  of  students  was  given  the  subject 
"keeping  promises"  and  then  asked  to 
create  a  scene. 

"They  needed  to  clearly  articulate  the  who, 
what,  when,  where  and  why  of  the  scene 
before  anyone  decided  what  character  they 
would  play,"  Medeiros  said. 

"I  liked  how  she  made  everything  a  deci- 
sion for  us  to  make,"  said  one  student. 

During  this  extended  event,  which  was 
funded  in  part  through  the  MCC's  Event  & 
Residency  Program  and  the  Beverly  Cul- 
tural Council,  students  learned  how  to 
present  monologues,  poems  and  improvi- 
sations that  they  had  written  in  a  way  that 
was  more  compelling  for  an  audience. 
Students  became  more  invested  in  their 
writing.  Their  writing  and  acting  became  a 
more  honest  expression  of  themselves. 

"I  suspect  that  the  fifth  graders  learned 
more  about  putting  together  a  piece  of 
theater  in  their  10  days  with  Ms.  Medeiros 
than  they  would  have  by  viewing  10  theat- 


Feelings  into  Theater  Production 

rical  performances,"  said  Marcia  Lassar, 
PTO  cultural  chairperson. 

Working  with  Medeiros  also  gave  students 
skills  they  could  use  in  many  aspects  of 
their  lives. 

"I  learned  how  to  talk  loudly,  slowly  and 
clearly  so  that  someone  could  understand 
me,"  one  student  participant  said. 

Another  student  learned  how  to  take  risks. 
"I  didn't  like  it  when  we  first  went  to  move- 
ment class,  but  then  I  realized  that  you 
have  to  go  more  than  once  to  get  used  to 
it,  then  you  like  it,"  he  said. 

Teachers,  parents  and  students  all  con- 
firmed the  value  of  teaching  students 
strategies  for  reflective  thinking.  In  addi- 
tion, they  applauded  this  project's  use  of 
an  open-ended  method  of  teaching  theater 
which  connected  well  with  the  Massachu- 
setts English  language  arts  curriculum 
frameworks. 

"Most  of  our  children  are  not  going  to  earn 
their  livings  as  painters,  musicians,  danc- 
ers or  actors,  yet  they  still  benefit  from 
experiencing  the  creative  process.  Good 
artists  are  always  questioning,  pushing 
their  work  to  be  better.  That's  what  we 
want  our  students  at  the  Edwards  School 
to  be  doing,"  said  Lassar. 

For  more  information  about  this  project, 
contact  Marcia  Lassar  at  978-922-7684  or 
Glenda  Medeiros  at  617-423-1423.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists  and 
organizations  who  are  listed  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Cultural  Council's  Cultural  Re- 
sources Directory. 

Visual  artist  Heidi  Schork  was  appointed 
"Director  of  the  Mural  Crew"  for  the  Bos- 
ton Parks  and  Recreation  Department.  The 
summer  mural  program  for  Boston  youth 
that  Schork  has  run  for  the  past  eight 
years  will  now  be  a  year-round  after  school 
program.  Working  out  of  a  stable-turned- 
studio  in  the  Fenway,  the  group  will  fulfill 
commissions  around  the  city,  including  a 
series  of  "Millennium  Murals"  for  Boston's 
First  Night  2000. 

Selections  from  Giles  Laroche's  book, 
Bridges  are  to  Cross,  were  included  in  the 
New  York  Society  of  Illustrators  annual 
children's  book  exhibit,  "The  Original  Art." 

In  March,  Enchanted  Circle  Theater  will 
perform  "From  Page  to  Stage"  at  the 
Smithsonian's  Discovery  Theater  in  Wash- 
ington, DC. 

Cooperative  Artists  Institute,  the  umbrella 
organization  of  Tribal  Rhythms,  has  been 
selected  to  coordinate  the  creation  of  a 
community  public  art  installation  during 
Boston's  First  Night  2000.  Called  "Two 
Thousand  Flags,"  the  work  will  include 
flags  made  by  children,  artists,  teachers, 
parents  and  other  interested  people.  The 
flags  will  carry  visual  images  and  words 
highlighting  each  participant's  hopes  and 
aspirations  for  the  new  millennium. 

Storyteller  Li-Min  Mo  has  co-authored  an 
anthology  entitled  Laughing  in  the  Kitchen. 
It  features  short  stories,  poems,  essays 
and  memoirs  by  Mo  and  four  other 
women  who  together  call  themselves  the 
Streetfleet  Women.  The  book  has  been 
nominated  for  an  American  Book  Award  by 
the  Before  Columbus  Foundation. 
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Public  Comment 
Wanted  on  MA 
Arts  Curriculum 

Educators,  parents,  artists  and  cultural 
organizations  are  invited  to  discuss  and 
provide  feedback  on  the  new  Massachu- 
setts Arts  Curriculum  Framework.  Copies 
of  the  framework  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Department  of  Education  after  April  1. 
Contact  the  individual  sites  for  directions. 

Thursday,  April  29 

3:00  -  6:00  pm 
Higgins  Armory  Museum 
100  Barber  Avenue,  Worcester 
508-853-6015 

Hosted  by  the  Worcester  Public  Schools 

Tuesday,  May  4 

3:30  -  5:00  pm 

Boston  Symphony  Hall,  Cullen  Wing 
301  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Boston 
617-266-1492  (TTY  617-638-9289) 
Hosted  by  the  Massachusetts  Advocates 
for  the  Arts,  Sciences  and  Humanities 

Thursday,  May  6 

3:30  -  5:00  pm 

Chelmsford  High  School,  Lecture  Hall 
200  Richardson  Road,  North  Chelmsford 
978-251-5111 

Hosted  by  the  Chelmsford  Public  Schools 
and  MA  DOE  Arts  Education  Advisory 
Council 

Please  note:  Dates  and  locations  of  the 
public  forums  in  South  Dartmouth  and 
Springfield  were  not  available  at  press 
time.  Contact  the  Massachusetts  Alliance 
for  Arts  Education  at  508-747-7555 

Qor  email  maae@tiac.net  for  more 
information.  Q 


New  England  Conservatory 
Hosts  Artists  Workshop 

New  England  Conservatory  and  Young 
Audiences,  Massachusetts  will  jointly  host 
a  masterclass  and  panel  discussion  at  the 
Conservatory  on  March  2  from  6-8  pm. 
The  program  will  consider  the  nuts  and 
bolts  of  performing  arts  programming  in 
educational  settings  and  how  artists  can 
best  market  themselves  to  schools. 
Contact:  Young  Audiences  at  617-566- 
9262  or  New  England  Conservatory's 
Career  Services  Center  at  61 7-585-1 1 1 8. 

New  Publications  from  NAEA 

The  following  publications  are  available 
through  the  National  Art  Education 
Association  at  www.naea-reston.org/ 
publications/naeapub.html  or 
800-299-8321: 

I  Peterson  s  Professional  Degree 
Programs  in  the  Visual  and  Performing 
Arts  is  a  directory  of  all  accredited  colleges 
and  universities  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
that  grant  undergraduate  degrees  in  studio 
art,  music,  theater  and  dance. 

I  Child  Development  in  Art,  edited  by 
Anna  M.  Kindler,  offers  a  comprehensive 
account  of  current  knowledge  about 
artistic  and  aesthetic  development  from 
authors  in  the  fields  of  psychology, 
sociology,  communication,  cultural  studies 
and  art  education. 

I  Preparing  Teachers  of  Art,  edited  by 
Michael  Day  and  the  product  of  research 
by  seven  authors,  focuses  on  the  essential 


role  of  the  teacher  in  improving  student 
learning  and  implementing  school  reform. 

»  New  Technologies  and  Art  Education: 
Implications  for  Theory,  Research,  and 
Practice,  edited  by  Diane  Gregory,  explores 
how  technologies  such  as  Hypermedia,  the 
World  Wide  Web,  distance  learning  and 
instructional  video  can  be  used  both  in  the 
classroom  and  for  staff  development. 

CESAME  Announces  Website 

The  Center  for  the  Enhancement  of 
Science  and  Mathematics  Education 
(CESAME)  now  has  a  website  at 
www.neu.edu/cesame.  The  site  offers 
information  and  links  to  curricula,  grants, 
professional  development  opportunities 
and  other  resources  for  pre-K-12  math  and 
science  educators. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas,  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Dawn 
Heinen.  Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Robert 
Bailey,  Carol  Guidice,  Dawn  Heinen,  Danielle 
Steinmann  and  Tree  Swenson. 


Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 

120  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116-4600 

Tel:  617-727-3668  Toll  Free:  800-232-0960 

Fax:  617-727-0044  TTY:  617-338-9153 

Email:  mcc@art.state.ma.us 

Web:  www.massculturalcouncil.org 


Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 
1 20  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 16-4600 
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New  Arts  Framework  Offers  Partnership  Opportunities 


Ji  hen  the  Massachusetts  State 
Legislature  passed  the  Education 
Reform  Act  of  1993,  it  changed  forever 
how  teaching  and  learning  would  happen 
in  classrooms  across  the  Commonwealth. 
For  the  first  time,  seven  subject  areas  were 
identified  as  the  core  of  every  student's 
education:  the  arts,  English  language  arts, 
foreign  languages,  health,  history  and 
social  science,  mathematics  and  science 
and  technology. 

Last  March,  the  state  Board  of  Education 
provisionally  approved  a  revised  set  of 
learning  standards  in  the  arts.  Developed 
by  a  committee  of  practicing  artists,  arts 
teachers  and  representatives  from  higher 
education,  this  new  curriculum  framework 
spells  out  a  sequential  course  of  arts 
studies  that  begins  in  the  elementary 
grades  and  continues  through  high 
school  graduation. 

Unlike  the  previous  arts  framework,  the 
new  draft  outlines  learning  standards  for 
each  of  the  four  arts  domains  (dance, 
music,  theater  and  visual  arts).  The  frame- 
work committee  also  developed  standards 
around  the  historical  and  cultural  contexts 
of  art  works  and  making  connections 
between  the  arts  and  other  core  subjects. 

"By  adopting  rigorous  content  standards 
in  the  arts,  the  state  is  saying  that  these 
disciplines  are  essential  to  every  child's 
education,"  said  Judith  Contrucci,  Director 
of  Dramatic  Arts  for  the  Cambridge  Public 
Schools.  "The  revised  framework  chal- 


lenges schools  to  find  new  ways  to  inte- 
grate a  variety  of  arts  experiences  into 
their  curriculum." 

Making  Connections 

Interdisciplinary  teaching  and  collabora- 
tions with  local  artists  and  cultural  organi- 
zations are  two  such  approaches. 

For  example,  in  an  English  language  arts 
class,  sixth  graders  read  a 


series  of  myths  and  folk  tales 
from  different  cultures  such  as  Greek, 
African,  Latin  American  and  Native  Ameri- 
can. They  discuss  how  an  idea  or  theme 
can  be  expressed  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
Working  with  a  theater  artist-in-residence, 
small  groups  of  students  develop  original 
scripts  that  dramatize  one  of  the  myths. 
They  talk  about  the  characters  and  staging 
requirements  as  well  as  assign  roles.  After 
rehearsing,  the  students  informally 
present  their  dramatizations  to  each  other. 
The  groups  compare  their  interpretations 
and  discuss  their  artistic  choices.  As  a 
follow-up  activity,  the  sixth  graders  attend 
a  performance  of  a  folktale  by  a  profes- 
sional theater  company. 


An  interdisciplinary  approach  makes  stu- 
dent learning  more  cohesive  and  less 
fragmented.  It  can  take  the  form  of  asso- 
ciations between  art  forms;  thematic  con- 
nections among  any  of  the  arts  and  the 
other  core  subject  areas;  and  approaches 
to  curriculum  and  instruction  design  that 
focus  on  processes  such  as  imagination, 
risk-taking,  problem-solving  and  develop- 
ing self-knowledge.  Teaching  an  interdis- 
ciplinary curriculum  involves  a  willingness 
for  educators  to  serve  as  resources  for 
one  another  to  foster  a  culture  in  which 
exploration  and  inquiry  are  valued. 

A  Role  for  Artists,  Organizations 

The  Massachusetts  Curriculum  Frame- 
works present  exciting  new  opportunities 
for  artists  and  cultural  organizations  to 
connect  with  schools  and  build  more 
targeted  relationships.  While  some  artists 

Continued  on  P.4 

Important  Dates 


September  1999 

FY2000  Event  &  Residency  Program 
Guidelines  and  Rosters  and  PASS  Program 
Guidelines  and  Rosters  mailed  to  schools 

October  15, 1999 

Local  Cultural  Council  and  PASS  Program 
grant  deadline 

November  1, 1999 

Event  &  Residency  Program  grant 
deadline  for  Spring  2000  programs 
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MCC  Notes 


Buring  February  and  March,  the  MCC 
convened  panels  to  review  and 
interview  more  than  40  applicants  for 
inclusion  in  the  artist  roster  for  the  Event 
&  Residency  Program.  Below  is  a  list  of 
the  newly  approved  artists. 

(Key:  EV=Event,  EX=Extended  Event, 
R=Residency) 

Creative  Writing 

Barbara  Helfgott  Hyett  -  EV,  EX,  R 
William  W.  Holland  -  EV,  EX 
Peggy  Rambach  -  EV 
L.  Seymour  Simckes-EV 
Carole  G.  Vogel  -  EV,  EX 

Dance 

BalletRox  -  R 

Djembe  Safara-EV 

Bob  &ldy  Thomas  -EV,  EX 

Under  the  Sun  Dance  and  Drum  -  EV 

Music 

Arcos/iris  -  EV 

Mili  Bermejo  and  Dan  Greenspan  -  EV 
Claude  D.Cobert-EV 
Lui  Collins  -  EV,  EX 
Gideon  Freudman  -  EV,  EX 
Ricardo  Frota-  EV 
Gravity  Arts -EV 
Odaiko  New  England  -  EV 
Passion  East  Ed.  Performances  -  EV 
Joe  Sallins  -  EV 
James  W.  Scott -EV 

Storytelling 

Jennifer  Armstrong  -  EV 
Kate  Carney -EV,  EX 
Lauren  Carson  -  EV 
Bonnie  Greenberg  -  EV,  EX,  R 
Mary  Jo  Maichack  -  EV 
Bob  Thomas  -  EV,  EX 
Michael  Tougias  -  EV 
Jim  Wolf- EV 

A  new  Event  &  Residency  Roster  will  be 
distributed  to  schools  in  September.  It  will 
include  all  new  additions  to  the  ros- 
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ter  as  well  as  updated  information  for 
current  roster  artists.  The  next  deadline  for 
artists  to  join  the  roster  is  Jan.  14,  2000 
for  the  disciplines  of  design,  media  arts, 
mime,  puppetry,  theater  and  visual  arts. 

Education  Partnership  Listserv 
Launched 

Launched  in  May,  the  Education  Partner- 
ship Initiative  Listserv -the  MCC's  first 
listserv  -  promotes  direct  communication 
between  Education  Partnership  grantees 
across  the  state. 

Through  this  technology,  partners  are  able 
to  share  success  stories  as  well  as  chal- 
lenges. Subscribers  can  also  offer  advice 
and  support  to  other  grantees  who  are 
facing  similar  issues. 

To  date,  more  than  half  of  the  current 
Education  Partnership  Initiatives  have 
representatives  on  the  listserv.  For  more 
information,  contact  Robert  Bailey  at 
robert.bailey@art.state.ma.us. 

Arts  Educators  Honored 

The  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts  Edu- 
cation hosted  its  annual  Outstanding  Arts 
Educator  Awards  Ceremony  on  June  3  at 
the  State  House  in  Boston.  Since  1984, 
the  MAAE  has  recognized  nearly  100 
teachers  for  their  accomplishments  in 
educating  students  in  dance,  drama,  mu- 
sic and  visual  arts.  Awards  were  also  given 
to  outstanding  support  of  arts  education, 
including  Excellence  in  School  Administra- 
tion, Legislative  Leadership  and  Corpo- 
rate/Business support.  For  more 
information,  visit  the  MAAE's  web  site  at 
www.tiac.net/users/maae. 

Welcome  New  Ed  Associate 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Lian  Jue 

joined  our  staff  as  the  new  Education 
Program  Associate.  She  has  a  degree  in  Art 
History  from  Wellesley  College  and  was 
most  recently  a  web  designer.  £j 


Ed  Reform  Update 


3  Art  Teachers  Receive  Mass. 
Veteran  Teacher  Bonuses 

Three  art  teachers  are  among  those  re- 
cently honored  for  their  excellence  in 
public  school  teaching,  and  each  received 
an  award  from  the  Massachusetts  Veteran 
Teachers  Bonus  program.  Bruce  Dean  of 
Uxbridge,  Barbara  Bluhm  of  Pembroke 
and  Matthew  Delaney  of  Whitman  were 
among  the  19  Massachusetts  educators 
honored.  As  part  of  several  initiatives 
under  the  Teacher  Quality  Enhancement 
law,  the  bonus  program  offers  $50,000 
payable  over  10  years  to  any  public  school 
teacher  who  passes  the  rigorous  National 
Board  for  Professional  Teaching  Standards 
certification,  and  serves  actively  as  a  men- 
tor for  a  fellow  educator. 

For  certification,  the  National  Board  re- 
quires 200  hours  of  work  by  teachers  who 
develop  six  portfolios  of  their  teaching 
practices  and  student  work.  They  must 
also  successfully  complete  four  rigorous 
tests  of  content  knowledge.  Veteran 
Teachers  who  mentor  one  or  more  appren- 
tice teachers  are  required  to  meet  regularly 
with  the  apprentice  teachers  throughout 
the  school  year  to  evaluate  their  progress. 
During  the  year-long  preparation  for  certi- 
fication, mentors  participate  in  activities 
such  as  observing  classroom  instruction, 
co-teaching,  and  curriculum  and  planning 
lessons.  They  also  lead  monthly  meetings 
to  review  NBPTS  certification  candidates' 
written  and  videotaped  materials. 

The  process  of  preparing  for  national 
certification  has  been  cited  as  some  of  the 
best  professional  development  for  experi- 
enced teachers. 

To  learn  more,  contact  the  DOE  at  781- 
388-3300  or  www.doe.mass.edu/tqe.  Q 


Spotlight 


Year-Long  Multi-Site  Dance  Residency  Promotes  Self-Esteem  and 
Leadership  in  Boston  High  Schoolers 


"Training  is  like  a  two-course  meal.  You 
have  the  main  course,  and  then  the  des- 
sert. I  give  them  the  dessert  first,"  Kim 
Luke,  MJT  Dance  Company  Associate 
Artistic  Director  said  in  describing  New 
Friends  through  Dance,  a  dance  Multi- 
Site  Residency  in  six  Boston  high  schools. 

More  than  200  students  participated  in 
the  year-long  program,  which  this  year 
focused  on  the  contributions  of  African- 
American  artists.  The  program's  instruc- 
tional courses  in  dance  throughout  the 
school  year  motivate  students  who  may 
be  struggling  academically  or  personally 
by  providing  an  alternative,  fun  and  sup- 
portive learning  environment. 

This  year's  project,  I'll  Make  Me  A  World, 
Dance  for  Me,  included  dance  pieces  such 
as  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  "Survival  in  the 
Ghetto"  and  "A  Tribute  to  Alvin,"  a  refer- 
ence to  African-American  choreographer 
Alvin  Ailey.  Students  explored  different 
thematic  material,  such  as  Latina,  Reggae 
and  African  music  and  dance,  giving  them 
a  chance  to  experience  and  respect  musi- 
cal traditions  from  different  countries. 

Luke  said  the  need  to  develop  a  program 
for  students  with  little  or  no  previous 
dance  exposure  requires  the  use  of  a 
"dessert-first"  approach. 

"It's  mind  over  matter,"  she  said.  "All  the 
kids  want  to  do  is  hip-hop.  We  teach  them 
this  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  once 
that  happens,  they  become  more  willing  to 
learn  the  more  advanced  pieces." 

Starting  with  hip-hop  allows  her  to  pro- 
vide hands-on  technical  training  involving 
space,  shape  or  emotion  during  the  first 
month  of  school.  Then,  students  learn 
dance  steps  and  the  program's  choreogra- 
phy. Instructors  pair-up  students  who 
help  each  other  learn  dance  steps. 


Meeting  individually  with  students  each 
week  for  one  45-minute  session,  MJT 
dance  instructors  foster  students'  self- 
esteem  by  giving  positive  encouragement 
and  accepting  all  body  types. 

"Positive  energy  is  contagious,  and  if  a  kid 
sees  a  teacher  doing  the  dance,  they  feel 
they  can  do  it.  Teachers  make  a  point  to 
call  kids'  homes  and  tell  the  parents  how 
well  their  kid  is  doing,"  said  Luke. 

The  program  also  aims  to  promote  interra- 
cial understanding  and  respect  for  differ- 
ences. Students  from  diverse 
backgrounds  in  regular,  bilingual  and 
special  education  classrooms  have  the 
opportunity  to  interact  with  each  other 
during  the  dance  classes.  Interracial  teams 
of  instructors  at  each  school  demonstrate 
how  dance  transcends  racial  boundaries. 

"Kids  tell  me  how  great  it  was  to  meet  kids 
from  other  schools  they  had  previously 
stereotyped,  and  they  look  forward  to 
meeting  those  students  again,"  said  Luke. 

This  residency  also  provides  opportunities 
for  students  to  be  group  leaders.  Leader- 
ship criteria  include  one-year  experience  in 
the  program,  demonstrated  reliability  with 
good  attendance  and  a  C  or  above  grade- 
point  average.  Leaders  help  other  stu- 
dents with  dance  steps  and  assist  with 
costume  ideas  and  preparation. 

With  strong  support  from  parents  and 
school  administrators,  MJT  Dance  Com- 
pany hopes  to  make  the  program  a  na- 
tional model  for  urban  high  schools  to 
foster  positive  relations  through  dance. 
The  residency  culminated  in  performances 
at  Boston's  John  Hancock  Hall  for  more 
than  20,000  Boston  Public  school  stu- 
dents, family  members  and  the  public. 

For  more  information,  contact  MJT  at  617- 
482-0351  or  mjtdance@world.std.com.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  who  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Event  & 
Residency  Program  Roster  . 

Storytellers  Bill  Harley  and  Sharon 

Kennedy  have  both  been  nominated  for 
1999  Indie  Awards  by  the  Association  for 
Independent  Music.  Harley's  recording  of 
Weezie  and  the  Moon  Pies,  and  Kennedy's 
The  Patchwork  Quilt  were  also  nominated 
for  Grammy  Awards  earlier  this  year.  In  the 
Spoken  Word  category,  storyteller  Jay 
O'Callahan  was  a  Grammy  finalist  for  his 
adult  story  compilation,  Dancing  with  Fire. 

Tina  Packer  of  Shakespeare  and  Com- 
pany and  Keith  Lockhart  of  the  Boston 
Pops  produced  a  90-minute  special  event 
Brush  Up  Your  Shakespeare.  Using  ex- 
cerpts from  Shakespeare's  plays,  the  per- 
formance combined  the  playwright's  verse 
with  the  music  it  inspired  in  opera,  sym- 
phony and  Broadway  musicals.  It  will  be 
televised  on  PBS  in  June. 

New  roster  artist  Joe  Sallins  released  his 
first  double  CD,  Ripple  Effect.  Tony  Vacca 
released  Rhythm  Griots,  his  second  CD. 
which  includes  music  recorded  in  Senegal, 
West  Africa  and  America.  Storyteller  and 
folksinger  Ben  Tousley  has  released  a 
new  CD,  Open  the  Gates,  from  Whole 
World  Music.  The  album  includes  original 
folk,  blues  and  Gospel  songs. 

Dancers  Bob  Thomas  and  Marilyn 
Middleton,  artistic  director  of  Bamidele 
Dancers  and  Drummers,  will  perform  at 
the  Portsmouth  Percussive  Dance  Festival 
and  Jazz  Celebration  in  June. 

Writer  and  jokesmith  Eric  Arnold  offers 
jokes  about  the  Gold  Rush  on  the  PBS 
web  site  (www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/ 
amex/kids/goldrush/jokespace.html).  Kids 
are  given  tips  for  writing  jokes  and  are 
encouraged  to  submit  their  own. 


Continued  from  P.1 

and  organizations  may  need  to  re-design 
their  education  programs,  most  will  just 
need  to  talk  about  the  good  work  they  are 
already  doing  in  a  different  way. 

"The  frameworks  provide  a  new  lens  for 
viewing  our  education  programs,"  said 
Linda  Honan,  Education  Director  of  the 
Higgins  Armory  Museum  in  Worcester. 
"Now  we  are  having  much  more  in-depth 
conversations  with  teachers.  And  that  can 
only  strengthen  our  work  with  schools." 

Applying  the  New  Standards 

When  examining  their  school  programs, 
artists  and  organizations  should: 

I  Become  familiar  with  the  state  frame 
works  and  use  them  as  the  basis  for 
programming. 

I  Develop,  use  and  publish  teaching 
materials  that  explicitly  link  your 
programs  to  state  (and  local)  standards. 

i  Design  student  activities  that  require 
them  to  exercise  their  literacy  skills  in 
reading,  writing,  speaking  and  listening. 

I  Design  and  use  assessments  in  teacher 
professional  development  programs. 

I  Document  how  educators  adapt  what 
they  have  learned  through  interactions 
with  you  for  their  classrooms. 

For  a  copy  of  the  draft  arts  framework, 
check  out  the  Department  of  Education's 
web  site  at  www.doe.mass.edu.  The  Board 
of  Education  is  expected  to  review  a  final 
draft  at  its  meeting  in  late  June.  If  they 
adopt  the  framework,  school  districts  will 
begin  to  implement  it  this  fall.  0 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


New  Publications 

I  In  Partnering  Dance  and  Education: 
Intelligent  Moves  for  Changing  Times,  Dr. 
Judith  Lynne  Hanna  presents  arguments 
for  making  dance  central  to  every 
student's  education.  She  explores  dance 
education  as  a  discipline,  how  dance 
education  can  develop  within  overall 
school  reform  and  addresses  the  connec- 
tions between  dance  and  other  academic 
subjects.  Contact:  800-747-4457. 

I  Beyond  the  School:  Community  and 
Institutional  Partnerships  in  Art  Education, 
a  new  publication  from  the  National  Art 
Education  Association,  emphasizes  the 
themes  of  collaboration,  partnership  and 
community.  The  anthology  explores  ways 
in  which  learning  that  begins  at  school 
can  be  extended  and  supported  by  re- 
sources that  reside  within  the  community. 
Contact  NAEA  at  800-299-8321. 

I  Preparing  Tomorrow's  Teachers:  Pre- 
service  Partnerships  Between  Science 
Museums  and  Colleges,  a  new  study  by 
the  Association  of  Science-Technology 
Centers,  examines  how  science  museums 
can  contribute  to  the  quality  of  science 
teaching  in  K-12  classrooms.  The  book 
examines  how  science  museums  comple- 
ment, enhance  and  improve  the  prepara- 
tion of  tomorrow's  teachers.  Contact: 
202-783-7200  x140  or  pubs@astc.org. 

New  DOE  On-Line  Job  Listing 

A  new  no-cost  job  placement  service  for 
educators  seeking  public  school  teaching 
or  administrative  positions  is  available  on 
the  Department  of  Education  web  site 


(www.doe.mass.edu/mecc).  It  gives 
Massachusetts  school  districts  the  oppor- 
tunity to  post  their  positions  and  capture 
a  wider  range  of  potential  applicants. 

Professional  Development 
Opportunities 

Project  Zero  Classroom  '99:  Views  on 
Understanding  is  a  week-long  summer 
institute  for  K-12  educators  sponsored  by 
the  Harvard  University  Graduate  School  of 
Education's  Project  Zero.  July  10-16. 
Contact:  800-545-1849  or  http:// 
gseweb.harvard.edu/~ppe. 

Resources  and  Effective  Strategies  for 
Encouraging  and  Empowering  Girls  is  a 

three-day  interactive  workshop  held  at 
Smith  College,  July  15-18.  It  highlights 
current  research  on  gender  equity  and 
adolescent  girls'  health  with  the  goal  of 
helping  educators  to  better  foster  the 
healthy  and  successful  development  of 
girls.  Contact  Casey  Clark  at  413-  585- 
3879  or  cclark@science.smith.edu. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Dawn 
Heinen.  Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Robert 
Bailey,  Carol  Guidice,  Dawn  Heinen,  LianJue 
and  Tree  Swenson. 


Massachusetts  Cultural  Council 

120  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116-4600 

Tel:  617-727-3668  Toll  Free:  800-232-0960 

Fax:  617-727-0044  TTY:  617-338-9153 

Email:  mcc@art.state.ma.us 

Web:  www.massculturalcouncil.org 
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Cultural  Field  Trips  Offer  Essential  Education 


ultural  field  trips  are  more  than 
entertaining  outings  for  students 
or  breaks  in  routine  for  teachers.  Visits  to  a 
cultural  organization  or  a  performance  can 
increase  students'  skills  and  extend  their 
understanding  of  classroom  topics,  help 
educators  address  the  Massachusetts 
Curriculum  Frameworks,  and  strengthen 
the  relationship  between  a  community,  its 
artists  and  its  cultural  institutions. 

"In  Massachusetts,  we  are  surrounded 
with  history,  the  finest  art  collections  and 
the  best  performance  organizations  in  the 
world.  We  really  have  a  responsibility  to 
introduce  students  to  what  is  available  to 
them,"  said  Susan  Wheltle  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Education.  "It 
should  be  integral  that  teachers  know 
what  cultural  resources  exist  in  the  com- 
munity and  what  teaching  tools  are  avail- 
able. Firsthand  learning  in  the  community 
is  important  because  there  is  no  substi- 
tute for  real  experiences." 

Learning  Outside  the  Classroom 

The  firsthand  experience  that  comes  from 
a  cultural  field  trip  enhances  what's  being 
taught  in  class  while  bringing  to  life  addi- 
tional dimensions  of  that  subject.  For 
example,  students  attending  a  poetry 
performance  can  become  directly  involved 
in  the  dramatization  and  context  of  the 
poem.  Artists  can  demonstrate  how  to 
express  a  wide  range  of  emotions  with  the 
poem,  increasing  students'  sensitivity  to 
rhythm,  language  and  imagery. 


"A  poem  has  the  physicality  and  rhythm  of 
music,  and  unless  you've  had  the  experi- 
ence of  creating  language  like  that,  you 
don't  necessarily  know  how  to  read  it  off 
the  page.  If  you  are  with  someone  who  is 
able  to  embody  that  experience,  the  stu- 
dents can  inherit  it.  They  are  hearing  a 
poem  in  a  brand  new  way,"  said  poet 
performer  Steve  Ratiner. 


Opportunities  for  learning 
beyond  the  classroom  can  also  benefit 
those  students  who  do  not  learn  as  well 
through  traditional  modes  of  teaching. 
Field  trips  can  enable  students  to  practice 
observation  skills  and  hands-on  inquiry. 
Visitors  to  the  Children's  Museum  at  Holy- 
oke  can  climb  a  playground  in  the  shape 
of  a  human  body,  gaining  an  experiential 
understanding  of  health  and  anatomy  by 
playfully  exploring  space  rather  than 
studying  illustrations  in  a  book. 

"This  exhibit  gives  children  an  opportunity 
to  deal  much  more  kinesthetically  with  the 
process  of  learning.  The  kids  combine 
their  imaginations  with  their  gross  motor 
skills.  It  provides  a  graphic  and  dramatic 


experience  where  they  access  a  different 
set  of  senses,"  said  the  museum's  Educa- 
tion Director,  John  Sicora. 

Addressing  the  Arts  Framework 

Cultural  field  trips  can  also  assist  teachers 
in  using  the  arts  to  teach  other  disciplines. 

The  state  arts  curriculum  framework  em- 
phasizes the  need  for  helping  students 
synthesize  knowledge  from  multiple  disci- 
plines in  the  core  curriculum  (which  in- 
cludes History  &  Social  Studies, 
Mathematics,  and  Science  &  Technology, 
among  others). 

The  arts  play  an  integral  role  in  fostering 
this  kind  of  interdisciplinary  thinking.  For 
example,  students  who  visit  Boston's 
Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Museum  can 
learn  about  Greek  mythology  through 
artwork  illustrating  these  myths.  Students 
who  take  the  Berkshire  Botanical  Garden's 

Continued  on  P.4 

Important  Dates 


Jan.  14,  2000 

Education  Partnership  Implementation 
Grant  Pre-Proposal  Deadline 

March  15,  2000 

Education  Partnership  Planning  Grant  and 
Full  Implementation  Grant  Proposal 
Deadline 

April  3,  2000 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for 
Fall  2000  Programs 
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MCC  Notes 


uidelines  and  the  accompanying 
artist  roster  for  the  1999-2000 
Event  &  Residency  Program  were  mailed 
in  September.  The  E&R  Program  provides 
grants  for  schools  to  bring  artists  into  the 
classroom  for  short-term  events  and 
longer-term  residencies.  This  year's  guide- 
lines again  feature  a  streamlined  event 
application.  This  two-page  form  includes 
all  applicant  information,  narrative  ques- 
tions and  project  budget. 

Electronic  E&R  Roster 

In  the  future,  Event  &  Residency  Rosters 
will  no  longer  be  printed  for  distribution. 
Instead,  the  roster  will  continue  to  be 
available  on  our  web  site  at 
www.massculturalcouncil.org/ 
er_roster.html.  This  paperless  roster  will 
allow  for  the  most  up-to-date  artist  con- 
tact information  to  be  maintained  and 
disseminated.  People  without  Internet 
access  who  are  in  need  of  a  roster  can 
request  a  printed  roster  by  calling  the 
Education  Department  at  800-232-0960. 

Please  note  that  there  is  now  a  separate 
publication  containing  the  guidelines  and 
roster  for  the  PASS  Program,  the  MCC's 
admissions  subsidy  program  for  school- 
children and  youth  groups.  These  materi- 
als are  also  available  on  our  web  site  or  at 
your  local  library.  (See  the  feature  story  on 
page  one  for  more  information  about  the 
importance  of  cultural  field  trips.) 

Arts  Education  Awards 

The  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts  Edu- 
cation presented  their  annual  awards 
honoring  outstanding  arts  educators, 
programs  and  supporters  at  a  State  House 
ceremony  in  June.  1999  awardees  are: 

I  Legislative  Leadership:  Senator  Stan 
Rosenberg 

I  Irene  Buck  Service  to  Arts  Ed:  Mayor 
Thomas  Menino  of  Boston 


•  Outstanding  Collaborative  Arts  Program: 
MJT  Dance  Company  and  six  Boston 
high  schools 

I  Business  Supporter:  Veryfine  Products, 
Westford 

I  Distinguished  Community  Arts  Program: 
Shakespeare  &  Company,  Lenox 

I  Schools  of  Excellence:  Holyoke  Magnet 
Middle  School  for  the  Arts,  Holyoke 

I  School  Committee:  Chelmsford  Public 
Schools 

I  Distinguished  Arts  Educators:  Fernadina 
Chan,  Boston  (Dance);  Therese  Proven- 
zano,  Weston  (Music);  Nancy  Ann  Turtle, 
Lynn  (Visual  Arts) 

For  more  information  about  the  MAAE  and 
nominations  for  this  year's  awards,  check 
out  their  web  site  (www.massartsed.org). 

NAEP  1 997  Arts  Report  Card 

Recently,  the  National  Center  for  Educa- 
tion Statistics  released  a  new  CD-ROM 
report  on  the  national  assessment  of  what 
eighth  graders  know  and  can  do  in  music, 
theater  and  visual  arts.  The  CD-ROM  not 
only  presents  the  original  printed  report 
but  more  importantly,  it  features  numer- 
ous examples  of  student  responses  to  the 
assessment  questions  and  tasks.  For 
example,  users  can  view  a  series  of  stu- 
dent collages,  the  students'  reflections  on 
their  art  works  and  information  about  how 
each  collage  scored  against  the  overall 
criteria.  There  are  also  short  video  clips  of 
students  performing  theater  exercises. 

Copies  of  the  CD-ROM  can  be  borrowed 
from  the  NCES  Arts  Lending  Library  at 
202-219-1754.  A  limited  number  are  also 
expected  to  be  available  from  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  for  $14  each.  Visit 
www.nces.ed.gov/naep,  for  updates  on 
the  availability  of  the  CD.  Q 


Ed  Reform  Update 
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Mass.  DOE  Names  First  Content 
Specialist  Teacher  in  the  Arts 

This  fall,  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Education  welcomed  their  first  content 
specialist  teacher  in  the  arts.  Barbara 
Haber  comes  from  the  Stoneham  Public 
Schools  where  she  serves  as  the  Director 
of  Fine  Arts. 

Content  specialists  are  public  school 
teachers  who  serve  a  two-year  sabbatical 
term  at  the  DOE.  They  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  work  with  their  colleagues  through- 
out the  state  and  provide  leadership  in 
statewide  reform  initiatives.  The  DOE 
benefits  from  the  energy  and  expertise  of 
such  school-based  practitioners. 

Among  Haber's  new  responsibilities  will  be 
assisting  schools  and  districts  in  imple- 
menting the  new  arts  curriculum  frame- 
work. She  will  also  work  with  teachers  and 
administrators,  faculty  from  higher  educa- 
tion institutions,  and  staff  from  cultural 
institutions  and  professional  organiza- 
tions to  improve  teacher  education  and 
professional  development  in  the  arts. 

In  November,  the  DOE  mailed  newly  re- 
vised Arts  Curriculum  Frameworks  to 
schools  and  districts.  Unlike  the  previous 
arts  framework,  the  new  document  fea- 
tures learning  standards  in  each  of  the 
four  arts  domains  (dance,  music,  theater 
and  visual  arts).  There  are  also  standards 
that  ask  students  to  examine  the  historical 
and  cultural  contexts  of  the  arts,  find  out 
about  the  arts  resources  in  their  communi- 
ties and  make  connections  between  learn- 
ing in  the  arts  and  the  study  of  other 
curriculum  areas.  A  complete  copy  of  this 
framework  is  available  at 
www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/ 
Arts_Framewk_1099.pdf.  Q 


Spotlight 


Public  Mural  Project  Brings  Natick 

Early-arriving  commuters  at  the  Natick 
Center  MBTA  station  are  enjoying  a  new 
view  while  they  wait  for  their  train:  a  1 3- 
foot  by  120-foot  mural,  painted  by  local 
students  and  community  members,  de- 
picting images  from  Natick's  past  and 
present.  These  commuters  may  also  be 
able  to  point  to  areas  of  the  mural  they 
helped  to  paint  as  part  of  a  larger  commu- 
nity effort  to  rebuild  Natick's  town  center. 

The  project,  funded  in  part  through  the 
MCC's  Event  &  Residency  Program, 
brought  together  students  from  four  local 
schools  -  Kennedy  Middle  School,  Wil- 
son Middle  School,  Natick  High  School 
and  North  Star  Alternative  High  School. 
Art  teachers  chose  a  core  team  of  students 
based  on  their  interest  and  availability,  and 
ensured  that  the  group  represented 
Natick's  diverse  student  population. 

Visual  artist  David  Fichter  worked  with 
students  on  the  mural's  design,  helping 
them  brainstorm  ideas  and  images  from 
the  research  they  did  about  the  commu- 
nity and  its  history.  He  also  provided  the 
technical  knowledge  of  how  to  take  these 
ideas  and  translate  them  to  a  larger  scale. 
The  resulting  mural  includes  images  of 
town  landmarks,  historical  figures  and 
events,  as  well  as  contemporary  scenes 
like  the  Boston  Marathon,  which  passes 
through  Natick. 

"The  greatest  strength  of  this  project  was 
how  it  mobilized  hundreds  of  students 
and  community  members  to  totally  trans- 
form the  train  station  environment  with  a 
beautiful,  lively,  colorful  work  of  art,"  said 
Fichter. 

Planning  for  the  project  began  in  the  fall  of 
1997  when  the  Natick  Arts  Curriculum 
Task  Force,  a  coalition  of  parents  and 
teachers  committed  to  making  the  arts 
central  to  the  education  of  all  students, 


Students  and  Community  Together 

decided  a  train  station  mural  was  the  best 
way  to  incorporate  student  work  into  the 
town's  redevelopment  efforts. 

"In  addition  to  providing  the  students 
with  significant  new  skills,  the  project 
offered  students  the  chance  to  create  a 
permanent  work  of  public  art  in  the  town 
center,"  Project  Coordinator  Barbara  Milot 
said.  "It  also  gave  the  community  an  op- 
portunity to  recognize  the  students'  ca- 
pacity to  actively  participate  in  the  town's 
redevelopment  efforts." 

Community  collaboration  was  a  core 
element  of  this  project.  Fichter  and  partici- 
pating students  met  at  the  public  library  to 
discuss  their  ideas  with  the  community. 
Preliminary  drawings  were  shown  in  an 
exhibit  at  the  Center  for  the  Arts  Gallery. 
Local  citizens  were  then  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  several  Saturday  "Community  Paint 
Days"  where  they  could  work  on  the  mural 
alongside  students  and  parent  volunteers. 

More  than  250  people  participated  in  the 
project,  which  will  have  a  lasting  impact 
on  the  town. 

"I'd  like  to  be  able  to  come  back  in  30 
years  and  tell  my  kids  I  painted  that,"  said 
Natick  High  School  junior  Melissa  Colburt. 

For  more  information  about  this  project, 
contact  Barbara  Milot  at  508-626-401 1  or 
rtssss@aol.com.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  which  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Event  & 
Residency  Program  Roster  : 

In  December,  poet  Judith  Steinbergh  will 
be  featured  in  the  anthology  Winners:  A 
Retrospective  of  the  Washington  Prize  as 
part  of  Word  Works'  25th  anniversary 
celebration.  The  anthology,  which  con- 
tains the  poems,  anecdotes  and  photos  of 
80  Washington  Prize-winning  poets, 
documents  the  history  of  this  national 
prize  that  began  in  1981. 

Visual  artists  Susan  Boss  and  Mark  Brown 

exhibited  their  non-traditional  quilts, 
painted  handsaws  and  metal  assemblages 
at  Lowell's  Brush  Gallery  and  will  display 
them  at  the  Hart  Gallery  at  Northampton's 
Guild  Art  Center  in  December. 

Musicians  of  the  Old  Post  Road  released 
a  second  CD,  Trios  and  Fold  Song  Setting 
of  J.N.  Hemmel,  on  the  Meridian  label. 
MOPR  received  the  American  Musicologi- 
cal  Society's  Noah  Greenberg  Award  for 
this  recording.  This  U.S.-Mexico  Fund  for 
Culture  award  -  funded  in  part  by  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation  -  supported  the 
ensemble's  tour  to  Mexico  in  April. 

Visual  artist  Richard  McKown  will  display 
his  paintings  and  photographs  in  several 
exhibitions  this  fall,  including:  Northern 
New  England  Light  at  St.  Mark's  School  in 
Southboro,  MA;  The  Urban  Setting: 
CityscapesdX  the  Rivier  College  Art  Gallery 
in  Nashua,  NH:  and  North  Country  a\  the 
Galletly  Gallery  in  New  Hampton,  NH. 

The  Cooperative  Artists  Institute  became 
the  recipients  of  a  second  grant  from  the 
Paul  and  Edith  Babson  Foundation  to 
provide  professional  development  for 
after-school  program  staff  in  the  Tribal 
Rhythms  Community  Partnership  process. 
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Continued  from  P.1 

youth  education  program  on  herbs  not 
only  learn  about  herbs'  historical  signifi- 
cance both  locally  and  globally,  but  their 
chemical  composition  and  their  use  in 
cosmetics  and  medicine. 

Utilize  Cultural  Organizations 

Cultural  field  trips  create  an  opportunity 
for  relationships  to  build  between  a 
school  and  the  community's  cultural  orga- 
nizations and  artists.  Trips  can  highlight 
the  unique  resources  an  organization  has 
and  give  the  organization  an  opportunity 
to  develop  programs  that  meet  teachers' 
needs. 

These  kinds  of  targeted  partnerships  can 
lead  to  the  creation  of  teaching  materials 
and  promotional  brochures  that  highlight 
curriculum  connections.  Teachers  can  also 
encourage  cultural  organizations  to  pro- 
vide pre-  and  post-  field  trip  teaching 
materials,  which  extend  the  impact  of  the 
initial  trip. 

Additional  Resources 

I  Schools  from  across  the  state  can 
receive  financial  support  for  cultural 
field  trips  through  the  Massachusetts 
Cultural  Council's  PASS  Program,  a 
ticket  subsidy  program  for 
schoolchildren.  Deadlines  are  in 
October.  Visit: 

www.massculturalcouncil.org/grants/ 
for_schools/  for  more  information. 

I  The  Museum  Institute  of  Teaching 
Science's  brochure,  "Why  Field  Trips," 
outlines  how  cultural  organizations 
and  schools  can  make  the  most  of  field 

Q trips.  Contact  M ITS  at  617-695- 
9771  ormits@world.std.com.  0 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


President's  Committee  Releases 
"Champions  of  Change"  Report 

The  President's  Committee  on  the  Arts  and 
Humanities  has  released  Champions  of 
Change:  The  Impact  of  the  Arts  and  Learn- 
ing, a  valuable  resource  for  anyone  advo- 
cating for  the  role  of  the  arts  in  in-school 
or  out-of-school  programming.  Visit 
www.artsedge.kennedy-center.org/cham- 
pions/  for  an  online  copy.  Free  hardcopies 
can  be  ordered  at  www.pcah.gov. 

Artist  Training  Available 

The  MCC  is  offering  a  seminar  for  artists 
interested  in  working  with  elders  from 
March  13-17  in  Holyoke.  The  Elder  Arts 
Introductory  Training  Seminar  features 
hands-on  experiences  and  workshops  in 
using  creative  process  techniques  to 
engage  elders  in  making  art.  Peter  DiMuro, 
Associate  Artistic  Director  with  the  Liz 
Lerman  Dance  Exchange  in  Washington, 
will  conduct  the  seminar.  $150  per  person. 
Contact  Paula  Rais  at  617-727-3668  x401. 

Learning  About  Leonardo:  A 
K-1 2  Multidisciplinary  Web  site 

"Learning  About  Leonardo"  is  a 
multidisciplinary,  science  driven  web- 
based  project  developed  by  students  at 
New  York's  JFK  High  School  (http:// 
library.advanced.org/13681/data/ 
davin2.shtml).  There  are  a  dozen  da  Vinci 
diversions  to  explore  through  random 
research,  multilingual  musical  postcards, 
an  interactive  quiz  and  original  music 
composed  by  da  Vinci.  The  site  offers 
career  and  curriculum  resource  links  in 
English,  social  studies,  math,  special 


education,  health  and  business.  Contact 
Steve  Feld,  Kennedy  H.S.  Computer  Graph- 
ics Instructor  at  www.con2.com/~jfkhs. 

Jordan  Fundamentals  Grant 

In  partnership  with  the  National  Founda- 
tion for  the  Improvement  of  Education, 
the  Michael  Jordan  Fundamentals  Grant 
Program  awards  up  to  400  $2,500  grants 
twice  a  year.  Awards  support  the  imple- 
mentation of  outstanding,  original  lesson 
plans  and  thematic  units.  To  be  eligible,  at 
least  40  percent  of  the  student  population 
of  the  teacher's  school  must  be  eligible  for 
free  or  reduced  lunch.  For  details,  visit 
www.nfie.org  or  call  202-822-7840. 

Arts  Equation:  Forging  Vital  Links 
Between  Artists  &  Educators 

In  the  face  of  new  arts  education  stan- 
dards, The  Arts  Equation  by  Bruce  Taylor 
combines  a  passionate  defense  of  the 
value  of  the  arts  in  our  lives  with  practical, 
hands-on  strategies  for  creating  success- 
ful programs  to  comply  with  state  arts 
education  standards.  Available  from  your 
local  bookseller.  ISBN#  0-8230-8805-7. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Dawn 
Heinen.  Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Carol 
Guidice,  Dawn  Heinen,  Lian  due,  Danielle 
Steinmann  and  Tree  Swenson. 
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Approaching  Local  Business  to  Support  Arts  Programming 


IFF  hile  educators  may  be  eager  to 
LLm  have  students  benefit  from  arts 
programming  in  their  school  -  be  it  a 
single-day  event  or  a  longer-term  resi- 
dency -  it  is  often  a  struggle  to  raise  the 
matching  funds  necessary  to  make  such 
programs  possible. 

A  number  of  schools  have  succeeded  in 
broadening  their  funding  pool  by  tapping 
local  businesses  to  supplement  the  grants 
available  from  a  PTO,  local  cultural  council, 
the  Department  of  Education  or  the  Massa- 
chusetts Cultural  Council. 

Making  the  Pitch 

The  first  step  for  PTO  Program  Coordina- 
tor Pamela  Preston  in  raising  funds  to 
bring  a  theater  artist  into  Lee  Central 
School  was  to  familiarize  herself  with  the 
artist's  program  and  quality  of  work. 

Preston  asked  theater  artist  Jack  Golden 
for  his  marketing  portfolio,  which  included 
details  of  his  presentation,  a  list  of  his 
national  awards  and  support  letters  from 
businesses  who  have  contributed  to  his 
work.  Information  in  hand,  she  composed 
a  cover  letter  to  local  businesses  outlining 
the  benefits  of  funding  the  program. 

"The  cover  letter  walked  a  fine  line.  I  didn't 
pressure  them  to  feel  like  they  had  to  give 
a  certain  amount.  I  just  wrote  on  behalf  of 
the  students  and  school  staff,"  she  said.  "I 
let  them  know  parents  can  find  money  for 
sports  events  without  thinking  twice.  But 
people  tend  to  forget  the  arts.  This  pro- 
gram was  tied  into  the  actual  classroom 


curriculum  and  would  bring  something 
back  into  the  community." 

Her  funding  request  package  included 
photocopies  of  the  artist's  portfolio,  data 
on  other  program  sponsors  and  a  support- 
ing letter  from  her  PTO.  Preston  said  the 
PTO  letter  gave  her  a  credibility  edge  over 
the  many  requests  businesses  receive. 
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A  Thematic  Approach 

Preston  approached  businesses  related  to 
the  theme  of  Golden's  program  to  increase 
their  willingness  to  get  involved.  Because 
Golden's  program,  "Garbage  is  My  Bag," 
encouraged  recycling  and  saving  the  envi- 
ronment, she  contacted  garbage,  paper 
and  waste  management  companies.  She 
also  targeted  general  businesses,  like 
insurance  companies,  banks,  grocery 
stores  and  an  outlet  mall. 

Preston  approached  businesses  early.  This 
reduced  the  pressure,  and  allowed  the 
firms  to  plan  ahead.  Making  businesses 
aware  that  they  may  receive  a  tax  write-off 
for  their  contributions  can  also  increase  a 
program's  appeal. 


Rowena  Sullivan,  Prime  Outlets  sales  and 
promotion  manager,  was  impressed  by 
Preston's  approach. 

"Pamela  sent  me  information  about  the 
artist  and  followed  up  with  phone  calls  in 
case  I  had  any  questions  regarding  the 
program,"  said  Sullivan.  "She  did  a  great 
selling  job.  She  came  with  the  argument 
that  the  program  will  make  the  children 
more  aware  of  taking  care  of  the  earth." 

Networking  is  Key 

Networking  is  key  to  finding  available 
funds  within  a  community.  Preston  knew 
of  Sullivan  through  a  connection  with  a  Girl 
Scout  troop.  Parents  and  other  family 
members  are  often  aware  of  grants  avail- 
able from  the  companies  where  they  work. 
Regular  reading  of  professional  school 
journals  and  teacher/principal  bulletins  - 
from  organizations  such  as  Massachu- 
setts Elementary  School  Principals  Asso- 

Continued  on  P.4 


Important  Dates 


April  3,  2000 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for  Fall 
2000  Programs 

June  8,  2000 

Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts  Education 
Outstanding  Arts  Education  Ceremony 

Oct.  16,  2000 

Local  Cultural  Council  and  PASS 
Programs  Grant  Deadline 
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MCC  Notes 

e  are  entering  the  home  stretch  of 
developing  a  five-year  strategic 
plan  for  the  MCC.  Over  the  last  15  months, 
more  than  2,000  artists,  educators,  repre- 
sentatives from  cultural  organizations, 
local  cultural  council  members  and  others 
helped  us  shape  our  new  plan  which  calls 
for  an  increasingly  collaborative,  produc- 
tive and  visible  MCC.  Priorities  highlighted 
in  the  plan  include: 

i  Ensuring  that  the  arts  have  a  role  in 
education  reform  policies. 

I  Encouraging  partnerships  among 
schools,  cultural  organizations  and 
artists. 

I  Building  markets  for  the  work  of 
Massachusetts  artists. 

»  Promoting  the  importance  of  cultural 
activities  in  building  strong 
communities. 

The  MCC  board  will  review  a  final  draft  of 
the  plan  in  late  March.  Thank  you  to  every- 
one who  participated  in  this  huge  planning 
effort. 

Event  &  Residency  Evaluation 
Planned 

Our  strategic  plan  identifies  several  pro- 
gram areas  for  evaluation,  including  the 
Event  &  Residency  Program.  We  would 
like  to  increase  the  number  schools  taking 
advantage  of  this  type  of  programming. 
This  spring,  we  will  work  with  an  outside 
evaluator  to  gather  feedback  from  our 
constituents  and  examine  the  strengths 
and  weaknesses  of  the  current  Event  & 
Residency  Program  as  well  as  other  pos- 
sible approaches. 

Recognizing  Excellence  in  Arts 
Education 

The  Massachusetts  Alliance  for  Arts 
Education  is  seeking  nominations  for  its 

2000  arts  education  awards  which  will 
HE*\  be  presented  at  the  Massachusetts 


State  House  in  June.  Categories  include: 
distinguished  arts  educator,  collaborative 
arts  program,  parent  advocate  and  com- 
munity arts/cultural  institution  program. 
Awards  will  also  be  given  for  a  school, 
school  administration  and  school  commit- 
tee which  have  each  shown  a  strong  com- 
mitment to  high-quality  arts  education 
programs.  Finally,  a  legislative  leadership 
award  will  honor  a  state  legislator  who  has 
demonstrated  outstanding  support  for  arts 
education,  education  reform  and  statewide 
arts  funding. 

The  deadline  for  submissions  is  April  1 . 
For  more  information  and  a  nomination 
form,  see  the  MAAE's  web  site  at 
www.massartsed.org. 

Arts  Education  Month 

The  U.S.  Senate  has  designated  March 
2000  as  Arts  Education  Month.  The  mea- 
sure was  introduced  by  Sen.  Thad  Cochran 
(R-MS)  and  passed  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. It  encourages  schools  and  communi- 
ties to  engage  in  activities  that  spotlight  the 
positive  impact  of  the  arts,  build  commu- 
nity involvement  and  support  for  sequen- 
tial arts  learning  for  all  students,  and  honor 
individual  student,  class  and  school  ac- 
complishments in  the  arts.  Why  not  take 
this  opportunity  to  celebrate  what  is  hap- 
pening in  your  own  community  in  the 
arts? 

As  part  of  local  efforts  in  support  of  Arts 
Education  Month,  the  Massachusetts 
Alliance  for  Arts  Education  has  introduced 
a  campaign  designed  to  promote  public 
awareness  of  the  importance  of  arts  edu- 
cation. To  find  out  more  about  their 
"StrongArts  =  StrongSchools"  campaign, 
visitwww.massartsed.org.  Q 


Ed  Reform  Update 

Discipline-Specific  Content 
Institutes  Available  for  Teachers 

As  part  of  its  ongoing  efforts  to  promote 
effective  teaching  practices,  the  Massachu- 
setts Department  of  Education  will  again 
sponsor  discipline-specific  content  insti- 
tutes for  teachers.  Designed  to  support 
implementation  of  the  curriculum  frame- 
works, each  institute  will  include  summer 
sessions  as  well  as  follow-up  workshops 
during  the  2000-2001  school  year.  Oppor- 
tunities in  each  of  the  seven  core  subjects 
will  be  available.  A  complete  listing  is 
posted  at  www.doe.mass.edu. 

The  DOE  will  also  fund  new  summer  insti- 
tutes for  administrators  on  the  supervision 
and  evaluation  of  beginning  teachers.  As 
more  and  more  beginning  teachers  enter 
Massachusetts  classrooms,  it  is  essential 
that  school  administrators  establish  sup- 
port systems  to  provide  new  teachers  with 
the  knowledge  and  skills  to  meet  high 
educational  expectations.  Institutes  will 
focus  on  the  development  of  comprehen- 
sive plans  for  beginning  teacher  support 
programs  that  include  ongoing  assess- 
ment and  mentoring.  Participants  will  also 
have  opportunities  to  strengthen  their 
evaluation  skills. 

In  February,  the  Board  of  Education  condi- 
tionally endorsed  a  new  draft  of  the  revised 
mathematics  curriculum  framework.  The 
DOE  will  work  with  a  new  committee  of 
math  educators  to  further  refine  the  docu- 
ment and  create  vignettes  that  outline 
model  teaching  practices,  check  for  math- 
ematical accuracy  and  ensure  that  Massa- 
chusetts standards  are  compatible  with  the 
new  national  mathematics  standards, 
which  are  due  out  in  April.  Q 
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Artist  Residency  Animates  Human 

Sixth  grade  students  at  the  Harbor  School 

in  Dorchester  recently  made  their  research 
of  the  human  body  come  to  lite  through 
animation  techniques  learned  from  media 
artist  Pell  Osborne.  The  five-month  resi- 
dency highlighted  the  importance  of  good 
health  and  culminated  in  a  public  service 
announcement  created  by  the  students. 

Drawing  from  their  science  curriculum, 
students  focused  on  the  exchange  of 
oxygen  and  carbon  dioxide,  types  of  bones 
and  joints,  the  valves  in  the  heart  and  the 
digestive  system. 

"To  understand  how  a  body  part  moves 
you  draw  the  movement.  Once  a  student 
does  20  drawings  of  the  small  intestine 
processing  food,  they  really  understand 
the  process,"  said  Osborne. 

The  animation  process  developed  through 
several  stages.  The  artist  and  students 
created  a  storyboard  to  outline  the  se- 
quence of  images.  Osborne  then  guided 
the  students  through  exercises  to  help 
them  think  like  animators  -  analyzing 
motion  and  timing,  and  using  style,  color 
and  movement  to  affect  their  audience. 
Students  drew  a  series  of  rough  sketches 
on  4  x  6  cards.  Using  lightboards,  they 
colored,  cleaned  up  and  refined  the  draw- 
ings to  make  them  camera-ready.  Produc- 
ing a  90-second  PSA  required  the  students 
to  draw  a  total  of  875  cards,  with  1 0  draw- 
ings making  up  one  second  of  animation 
time. 

Students  were  encouraged  to  become 
"active  critics"  of  their  work.  In  addition  to 
monthly  critiques,  students  also  examined 
the  animation  of  Warner  Brothers  or 
Disney  once  a  week.  They  gauged  what 
constituted  a  high-quality  work  versus  the 
simpler  animation  on  television. 

"The  students  become  aware  that  a  lot 
more  goes  into  animation  than  what  you 


Anatomy  Curriculum  in  Dorchester 

realize  from  watching  a  show  like  The 
Simpsons.  It  becomes  apparent  what  type 
of  animation  required  a  lot  a  work,  and 
what  was  done  to  save  time  and  money. 
That  deeper  looking  makes  the  students  a 
lot  more  critical,"  said  Osborne. 

The  different  stages  of  the  project  accom- 
modated a  wide  range  of  artistic  abilities. 
Students  who  were  more  skilled  at  drawing 
created  key  poses  in  the  animation  se- 
quence. Others  contributed  by  creating 
titles  or  transition  drawings  to  make  the 
animation  flow  smoothly. 

Using  a  digital  camera,  Osborne  put  the 
drawings  into  a  computer,  edited  the  mate- 
rial and  transferred  the  images  onto  video 
to  create  the  public  service  announcement. 
The  final  product  was  shown  at  the 
school's  annual  winter  exhibition  of  stu- 
dent work,  as  well  as  in  the  science  classes 
and  community  meetings. 

"The  kids  were  really  proud.  It's  a  very  cool 
way  for  kids  to  understand  that  at  the  heart 
of  every  complex  process  is  a  simple 
starting  point,"  said  Osborne. 

"After  this  program,  I  hope  they'll  look  at 
other  complexities  -  whether  it's  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  federal  government  or  the 
intricacies  of  society  -  and  see  that  there 
are  basic  processes  from  which  these 
systems  are  built."  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists  and 
organizations  which  are  listed  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Cultural  Council's  Event  & 
Residency  Program  Roster. 

Media  artist  Robbie  Leppzer  is  currently 
producing  field  segments  for  CNN's  World 
Beat,  which  is  devoted  to  world  music  and 
broadcast  in  210  countries. 

Josee  Vachon  of  Chanterelle  was  recently 
awarded  the  National  Culture  Through  the 
Arts  Award Uom  the  New  York  State  Asso- 
ciation of  Foreign  Language  Teachers  for 
her  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  foreign 
languages  through  the  arts. 

Author  Carole  G.  Vogel's  latest  book 
Legends  of  Landforms:  Native  American 
Lore  and  the  Geology  of  the  Land 
(Millbrook  Press,  1999)  was  named  a 
Notable  Social  Studies  Trade  Book  for 
Young  People  for  2000  by  the  National 
Council  for  Social  Studies  and  the 
Children's  Book  Council. 

Visual  artist  Ival  Stratford-Kovner  is  exhib- 
iting her  third  prize-winning  watercolorat 
the  Duxbury  Art  Complex  Museum 
through  April. 

Author  Irene  Smalls  received  the 
Children's  Media  Award  for  Most  Out- 
standing Children's  Book  in  1999,  entitled 
Kevin  and  His  Dad,  published  by  Little 
Brown  and  Co. 

A  Work  of  Heart,  the  latest  CD  release  by 
Harry  Skoler,  the  clarinetist  with  Adven- 
tures With  Jazz,  made  the  Gavin's  Jazz 
Chart  Top  50,  which  is  based  on  national 
airplay.  It  is  available  from  Brownstone 
Records. 

An  excerpt  from  Magdalena  Gomez's  play 
Islands  of  Civility  has  been  selected  for 
inclusion  in  Still  More  Monologues  for 
Women  by  Women,  to  be  published  this 
year  by  Heinemann  Books,  edited  by 
Tori-Haring  Smith. 
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Continued  from  P.1 

elation  -  also  increases  the  awareness  of 
local  and  statewide  grants. 

It  is  also  vital  to  work  within  the  parent- 
teacher  community  to  increase  a  school's 
chance  to  tap  funding  sources. 

"It  is  important  to  work  closely  with  the 
teams  of  teachers  and  parents  to  make 
sure  we  are  not  going  to  the  same  source 
and  competing  internally  for  the  same 
grant,"  said  Laurie  Farkas,  assistant  princi- 
pal at  Great  Falls  Middle  School. 

Don't  Forget  the  Thank  Yous 

After  Preston  received  the  funds,  she  sent 
personalized  thank-you  cards  to  the  do- 
nors. She  also  contacted  local  media  to 
publicize  the  program  and  to  publicly  thank 
the  businesses  that  supported  it. 

The  process  involved  in  getting  businesses 
to  support  arts  programming  can  be  long 
and  cumbersome,  Preston  acknowledged. 

"(However),  the  bottom  line  is,  not  only  are 
children  receiving  an  educational  and 
entertaining  program,  but  they  are  going  to 
carry  what  they've  learned  into  the  future." 

Additional  Resources 

>  For  more  on  the  MCC's  education 
programs  and  services,  visit 
www.massculturalcouncil.org. 

►  The  Mass.  DOE  provides  arts  education 
grants  and  deadline  information 
(www.doe.mass.edu/doedocs/ 
tgfas1.html). 

I  Arts  Action!  lists  studies  illustrating  the 
importance  of  arts  education  (http:// 
members.tripod.com/~wvmea/).  Q 


Opportunities  &  Hesources 


National  Gallery  of  Arts  2000 
Teacher  Institute 

American  Art  of  the  1950s  and  1960s  will 
be  the  topic  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Arts 
2000  Teacher  Institute,  repeated  in  three 
sessions:  July  10-15,  July  24-29  and  Aug. 
7-12.  Held  in  Washington  D.  C,  the 
Teacher  Institute  is  open  to  administrators 
and  educators  of  all  subjects,  K-12.  It 
features  lectures,  tours,  teaching  method- 
ology, and  connections  to  literature,  lan- 
guage arts,  history,  music  and  film. 
Enrollment  is  $200.  Applications,  available 
at  www.nga.gov,  must  be  postmarked  by 
April  3.  Contact:  Brooke  Williams  at 
b-williams@nga.gov. 

BSO  Offers  Education  Resource 
Center  for  Teachers 

The  newest  venture  for  the  Boston  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  is  its  Education  Resource 
Center  for  teachers,  which  offers  a  library 
and  media/technology  center,  curriculum 
resource  "kits"  to  enhance  classroom 
activities,  professional  development  semi- 
nars and  a  planning  facility  for  administra- 
tors and  teachers.  The  BSO  invites  all 
teachers  to  visit  the  Center,  located  at  the 
Boston  Arts  Academy  at  174  Ipswich  St.  in 
Boston,  Tuesday-Friday  from  3-7  p.m.  and 
Saturdays  from  9  a.m.-12  p.m.  to  get  ideas 
for  using  curriculum  frameworks,  to  re- 
search curriculum  ideas  and  to  network 
with  teachers  from  other  communities. 

Art  Education  Reform 
Sourcebook  Released 

The  National  Art  Education  Association 
released  a  sourcebook,  Readings  in  Disci- 


pline-based Art  Education:  A  Literature  of 
Educational  Reform,  which  offers  a  selec- 
tion of  writings  about  art  education  reform, 
including  discussions  of  artistic  growth, 
curriculum  planning,  professional  develop- 
ment and  museum  education.  To  order, 
contact  800-299-8321 ,  or  www.naea- 
reston.org. 

Fundraising  and  Granting 
Opportunities  from  Target 

Target  stores  provide  support  for  educa- 
tional programs  through  a  charge  card 
school  fundraising  program  and  direct 
grants  and  scholarships  to  schools,  stu- 
dents and  teachers.  Two  of  their  grant 
areas  are  arts  education  and  teacher  pro- 
fessional development.  For  more  informa- 
tion on  their  Take  Charge  of  Education 
program,  pick  up  a  grants  guidelines  bro- 
chure at  your  local  Target  store,  or  visit 
http://target.com/schools. 


Cultural  Education  Exchange  is  published  by 
the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council  three 
times  per  year.  Letters,  ideas  and  comments 
are  welcome.  Please  call  or  write  Dawn 
Heinen.  Writing  and  Production  Staff:  Carol 
Guidice,  Dawn  Heinen,  Lian  due,  Courtney 
Stephan  and  Tree  Swenson. 
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Integrating  the  Arts  to  Enrich  Classroom  Curriculum 


orth  Andover  High  School  art 
teacher  Joel  Groessel  teaches  the 
concept  of  democracy  not  through  history 
books,  but  through  abstract  art.  Using 
black  and  white  construction  paper,  stu- 
dents apply  their  understanding  of  line, 
shape  and  form  in  response  to  his  ques- 
tion, "What  does  democracy  mean  to 
you?"  Lively  discussion  ensues  as  stu- 
dents interpret  and  debate  the  meanings 
expressed  in  each  other's  artwork. 

The  assignment  is  a  result  of  a  collabora- 
tive effort  among  Groessel,  English 
teacher  Pat  Maloney-Brown  and  American 
History  teacher  John  Strobel.  Their  inter- 
disciplinary approach  to  American  History 
incorporates  role-playing,  movement, 
music,  visual  art  and  sculpture.  It  chal- 
lenges students  to  respond  to  the  con- 
cepts they've  learned  through  individual 
creative  expression. 

The  Arts  as  Interdisciplinary  Tool 

The  Connections  Strand  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Arts  Curriculum  Framework  empha- 
sizes using  the  arts  as  an  essential  inter- 
disciplinary tool  to  enrich  and  illuminate 
ideas  and  principles  taught  in  other  core 
disciplines.  Rather  than  viewing  the  arts 
as  peripheral  to  the  curriculum,  the  strand 
emphasizes  teaching  non-art  subjects 
through  art-making  -  or  relating  non-art 
subjects  to  art  history.  By  infusing  history, 
math  or  English  with  music,  the  visual  arts 
or  theater,  students  become  active  learn- 
ers instead  of  passive  absorbers. 


"To  make  knowledge  a  unified  whole, 
students  have  to  take  the  body  of  knowl- 
edge and  filter  it  not  only  through  pen  and 
paper,  but  through  as  many  sensory  chan- 
nels as  they  can,"  said  Maloney-Brown. 
"Whether  they  are  dancing,  singing  or  role 
playing,  the  students  have  no  choice  but 
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to  be  active,  and  that  is  how  the  subject 
matter  gets  imbedded  in  their  long-term 
memory." 

Getting  Started 

Classroom  teachers  can  begin  to  inform 
other  disciplines  with  the  arts  by  relating 
subjects  to  art  history.  For  example,  stu- 
dents at  Mission  Hill  School  in  Boston 
study  Chinese  vases  at  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts  as  a  segment  of  Chinese  history. 
At  Overlook  Middle  School  in  Westminster, 
tessellations  by  artist  M.C.  Escher  are  part 
of  a  math  class.  Creating  a  connection 
between  the  arts  and  other  subjects  rein- 
forces that  the  arts  are  as  equally  impor- 
tant as  other  core  disciplines. 

Deepening  the  Connection 

Educators  can  further  deepen  the  connec- 


tion and  the  integrity  of  the  arts  by  using  it 
as  a  metaphorical  link  to  classroom  topics. 
In  North  Andover,  students  develop  their 
own  thesis  statement  based  on  what  they 
learn  in  American  History  class.  Teachers 
then  introduce  basic  arts  concepts  and 
challenge  each  class  member  to  demon- 
strate how  the  arts  can  illustrate  a  thesis. 

This  integrated  approach  can  take  the 
form  of  students  creating  a  three-dimen- 
sional sculpture  illustrating  the  "Puritan 
Ethic."  Other  students  are  asked  to  de- 
velop their  own  theatrical  dialogue  on 
women  in  art  in  Colonial  America,  coupled 
with  a  slide  show  and  music.  Another 
group  of  students  collaborates  on  a  per- 
formance to  illustrate  a  mathematical 
graph  using  music  and  bodily  movement 
in  space. 

"It's  not  a  spoon-fed  course.  Students 
have  to  understand  what's  important  to 
them.  Substance  and  style  have  to  be 
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Important  Dates 


Aug.  1,2000 

Event  &  Residency  Roster  Updated 
(www.massculturalcouncil.org/rosters) 

Oct.  16,  2000 

Local  Cultural  Council  and  PASS  Programs 
Grant  Deadline 


Nov.  1,2000 

Event  &  Residency  Grant  Deadline  for 
Spring  2001  Programs 
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MCC  Notes 


Bhe  MCC's  budget  request  for  next 
year  is  currently  progressing 
through  the  legislative  process.  The 
House  and  Senate  have  recommended 
level  funding  ($18.3  million)  for  fiscal 
2001 .  This  comes  after  the  Governor's 
earlier  recommendation  of  $19.5  million  (a 
$1.2  million  increase)  which  includes 
funds  designated  for  afterschool  cultural 
programming.  A  final  budget  will  be 
worked  out  in  a  House-Senate  conference 
committee  during  June. 

Event  &  Residency  Program 

We  received  75  applications  at  our  April 
deadline.  Panels  reviewed  these  applica- 
tions in  May  and  made  recommendations 
to  the  MCC  board.  Schools  will  be  notified 
in  mid-June  if  they  were  recommended  to 
receive  funding.  Final  grant  amounts  will 
be  announced  in  August,  once  the  MCC's 
fiscal  2001  budget  is  approved  by  the 
Legislature. 

Work  continues  on  our  evaluation  of  the 
Event  &  Residency  Program.  Thank  you  to 
the  principals,  teachers,  artists  and  other 
individuals  who  have  generously  given 
their  time  and  feedback  to  our  evaluator. 
Recommendations  for  any  changes  in  the 
program  will  be  presented  to  the  MCC 
board  this  summer  with  implementation 
scheduled  for  early  2001. 

Education  Reform  Dollars 
Support  Arts  Education 

Earlier  this  spring,  the  Governor's  Educa- 
tion Management  Accountability  Board 
released  a  report  outlining  how  some 
school  districts  have  allocated  their  edu- 
cation reform  funds.  Beginning  in  fall 
1997,  the  EMAB  conducted  in-depth 
audits  of  18  school  districts,  examining  a 
mix  of  urban,  suburban  and  rural  districts. 
The  audits,  which  were  designed  to  look 
at  the  progress  districts  are  making  to- 
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1993  Education  Reform  Act,  included  a 
review  of  school  finances,  staffing,  test 
scores  (on  MCAS  as  well  as  previous  stan- 
dardized tests),  time  and  learning  stan- 
dards, and  school  improvement  and 
technology  plans. 

Key  among  the  findings  was  that  budget 
allocations  for  art,  music  and  physical 
education  programs  increased  in  all  of  the 
districts  for  which  information  was  avail- 
able. Where  programs  had  been  elimi- 
nated, they  were  restored  with  education 
reform  funds. 

Districts  cited  in  the  report  included 
Braintree,  Cambridge,  Gardner,  Milton, 
North  Reading,  Woburn  and  Worcester. 

Arts  Education  Day 

Strong  Arts  =  Strong  Schools,  the  public 
awareness  campaign  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Alliance  for  Arts  Education,  will  cul- 
minate with  Arts  Education  Day  on  June  8 
at  the  State  House,  co-sponsored  by 
MAAE  and  the  Massachusetts  Advocates 
for  the  Arts,  Sciences,  and  Humanities. 

Arts  advocates  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  visit  with  their  legislators,  from  noon 
until  the  2  p.m.  start  of  the  MAAE's  annual 
Outstanding  Arts  Education  Awards. 

Among  the  awardees  are  Senator  Susan 
Fargo  (Legislative  Leadership  Award);  Eric 
Oddleifson,  founder  of  the  Center  for  the 
Arts  in  the  Basic  Curriculum  (Irene  Buck 
Distinguished  Service  Award);  and  WBZ- 
TV  entertainment  reporter  Joyce  Kulhawik 
(Media  Award). 

For  more  information  on  Strong  Arts  = 
Strong  Schools,  Arts  Education  Day  or  to 
obtain  a  copy  of  MAAE's  new  bumper 
sticker  and  information  packet,  visit 
www.massartsed.org.  Q 


Ed  Reform  Update 

Public  Comment  Welcome  on 
Teacher  Certification  Standards 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  is 
gathering  public  comment  on  proposed 
revisions  to  the  teacher  certification  regu- 
lations that  would  expand  the  expecta- 
tions of  what  teachers  should  know  in 
their  certificate  subject  area  and  establish 
alternative  licensing  routes  for  individuals 
interested  in  becoming  teachers. 

Education  Commissioner  David  Driscoll 
said  the  ultimate  goal  is  to  develop  regula- 
tions which  attract  highly  qualified  people 
into  teaching  and  school  administration, 
through  a  variety  of  routes. 

The  draft  regulations  call  for  licenses  in 
dance,  music,  speech,  theater  and  visual 
arts.  Music  certification  may  be  further 
divided  into  vocal/general  music  and 
instrumental/general  music,  and  visual 
arts  split  into  licenses  covering  grades 
Pre-K-8  and  grades  5-12. 

Next  steps  include  reviewing  the  require- 
ments for  each  discipline  to  ensure  that 
prospective  arts  teachers  have  the  knowl- 
edge and  skills  to  provide  high  quality 
education.  In  addition,  the  board  is  seek- 
ing recommendations  on  what  arts 
coursework  should  be  included  in  prepa- 
ration programs  for  early  childhood  and 
elementary  educators. 

The  Board  of  Education  expects  to  take 
action  on  the  final  regulations  in  Septem- 
ber. For  a  copy  of  the  complete  draft  or  to 
submit  comments,  visit  the  DOE's  web  site 
(www.doe.mass.edu).  Q 


Spotlight 


Humanities  Project  Partners  Scholars, 

Over  the  last  three  years,  teachers  in  Frank- 
lin County's  Frontier  Regional  School 
District  have  worked  closely  with  museum 
educators  and  media  experts  to  develop  a 
program  that  has  changed  the  way  area 
schools  approach  teaching  and  learning  in 
social  studies  and  media  literacy. 

Funded  in  part  through  the  MCC's  Educa- 
tion Partnership  Initiative,  Turns  of  the 
Centuries  is  a  multi-grade  humanities 
curriculum  that  utilizes  the  collections  of 
the  Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Associa- 
tion, a  New  England  library  and  museum, 
via  the  Internet.  Partners  capitalize  on  the 
Internet  and  excitement  generated  by  the 
turn  of  the  millennium  by  focusing  on 
American  and  Massachusetts  history 
during  the  last  three  turns  of  the  centuries. 
Primary  resources,  including  documents 
and  artifacts,  are  digitized  for  use  by 
teachers  in  their  own  classrooms. 

Professional  development  is  a  cornerstone 
of  the  partnership.  "The  purpose  of  this 
partnership  is  to  support  teachers,"  said 
partnership  coordinator  Marilyn  McArthur. 
"We  promote  dialogue  between  teachers 
and  museum  educators,  and  bring  new 
resources  into  the  classroom." 

Teachers  receive  in-depth  training  by 
scholars,  museum  staff  and  media  experts 
in  humanities  content,  museum  resources 
and  media  literacy,  all  fundamental  to  the 
curriculum  the  educators  are  working  to 
create.  In  addition,  teachers  receive  assis- 
tance with  curriculum  development,  and 
the  use  of  computers  and  the  Internet  and 
video-making. 

Humanists-in-residence  assist  educators 
in  using  primary  sources  and  help  develop 
curriculum  utilizing  museum  objects.  "We 
have  much  to  learn  from  each  other.  The 
museum  educators  build  teachers'  and 
students'  skills  in  working  with  primary 


Educators  &  Technology  Experts 

sources,  and  at  the  same  time  they  learn 
more  about  today's  students  and  schools, 
and  how  they  can  best  support  teaching 
and  learning,"  McArthur  said. 

Professional  development  sessions  intro- 
duce teachers  to  different  methods  of 
education  to  enhance  their  skills  in  using 
non-traditional  forms  of  instruction. 

"We  use  professional  development  strate- 
gies that  are  known  to  succeed,"  said 
McArthur,  "providing  time  for  collabora- 
tion and  problem-solving  around  specific 
challenges  relating  to  teacher  practice.  In 
our  case,  the  ongoing  challenge  is  to 
create  engaging,  effective  instruction  at 
the  different  grade  levels,  using  the  wealth 
of  primary  sources  we  have  at  our  dis- 
posal. How  does  an  old  deed,  or  inventory, 
turn  into  an  interesting  lesson?" 

Diana  Campbell,  Frontier's  technology 
coordinator,  said  many  students  have 
benefited  from  being  in  classes  where  the 
new  curriculum  was  taught.  Students 
create  plays,  videos  and  computerized 
presentations  from  their  original  research. 
They  have  also  presented  their  work  to 
parents,  community  groups  and  the 
school  community. 

Over  the  next  several  years,  Turns  of  the 
Centuries  partners  plan  to  finalize  the 
curriculum  and  web-based  resource,  work 
to  clarify  existing  links  to  the  curriculum 
frameworks,  and  identify  town  specific 
resources  that  can  be  utilized  by  individual 
schools.  Ultimately,  they  hope  to  dissemi- 
nate the  web-based  curriculum  to  school 
districts  throughout  Massachusetts. 

Visit  the  project's  website  for  more  infor- 
mation (http://bonnie.cs.umass.edu).  This 
project  is  also  funded  by  Massachusetts 
Foundation  for  the  Humanities  and  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Education.  Q 


Congratulations 

Congratulations  to  the  following  artists 
and  organizations  which  are  listed  in  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council's  Event  & 
Residency  Program  Roster. 

Underground  Railway  Theater  v/as  com- 
missioned by  Boston  Symphony  Orches- 
tra to  create  and  perform  a  shadow  puppet 
ballet  of  Shakespeare's  The  Tempest  for 
the  BSO's  Centennial  Celebration  in  2001. 

The  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
awarded  a  grant  to  Enchanted  Circle 
Theater  for  the  production  of  Land- 
scapes, a  futurist  urban  adaptation  of  Don 
Quixote.  The  play  premieres  this  fall  and 
launches  the  Theater's  first  national  tour. 

Author  Norah  Dooley's  Everybody  Makes 
Soup,  her  third  book  in  a  series  of  four  by 
Carolrhoda  Books,  was  released  in  April. 
She  has  also  produced  her  first  CD  of 
stories  called  Music  of  Angels  and  Other 
Things  I've  Heard,  available  through  Seat 
of  Her  Pants  Productions. 

Sculptor  Beth  Galston  was  a  collaborator 
in  Bound,  a  dance/sculpture  production 
with  the  Bennet  Dance  Company  at  the 
Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  as  part  of  Bos- 
ton Moves  in  April.  She  has  also  received  a 
large-scale  public  art  commission  in  Phoe- 
nix, AZ  to  build  an  outdoor  sculpture  of 
stone  and  mist. 

Sculptor  A.E.  Ryan  collaborated  with 
other  Reclamation  Artists  on  an  installa- 
tion along  the  Mystic  River  in  Somerville  in 
May.  In  June  she  will  install  a  site-specific 
sculpture  along  the  Muddy  River  in 
Brookline  entitled  Ghost  Boat  'Cross  the 
Muddy. 
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Continued  from  P.1 

married  and  balanced  in  a  way  that  both 
informs  and  entertains,"  said  Maloney- 
Brown.  "We're  not  asking  the  students  to 
just  paint  a  depiction  ot  what  they  are 
studying." 

Successful  interdisciplinary  programs 
require  substantive  collaboration  and 
commitment  between  arts  educators  and 
their  non-arts  colleagues.  The  North  An- 
dover  teachers  said  that  planning  time  to 
exchange  ideas  is  critical,  even  if  it  must 
be  done  outside  of  the  school  day. 

"Because  you're  juggling  many  artistic  and 
intellectual  balls  in  the  air  in  the  begin- 
ning, it's  important  that  the  teachers  are 
compatible  to  make  the  integration  of 
subject  matter  seamless,"  Maloney-Brown 
said.  "A  team-teaching  approach  is  key." 

Schools  may  find  it  challenging  to  develop 
arts  programming,  especially  without 
permanent  arts  faculty.  However,  educa- 
tors can  tap  into  students'  artistic  sensi- 
bilities by  learning  the  basic  elements  of 
each  art  form.  Groessel  suggests  that 
educators  learn  to  define  terms  like 
rhythm,  color  or  mood,  and  then  find  a 
theme  that  ties  these  elements  together. 
Schools  can  improvise,  using  corridors  as 
gallery  space  to  display  students'  work. 

"You  don't  have  to  have  classical  studies 
to  produce  art.  If  a  teacher  can  get  the 
basic  arts  elements  and  principles  down, 
and  find  an  idea  to  communicate  from 
their  subject,  you  can  give  this  foundation 
and  approach  to  the  students  and  let  them 
go  with  it.  Step  aside  and  let  the  learning 

Qand  expression  emerge,"  said 
Groessel. 


Opportunities  &  Resources 


Education  Technology  2000 
Conference 

The  Society  for  Applied  Learning  Technol- 
ogy will  sponsor  the  Education  Technol- 
ogy 2000  Conference  in  Arlington,  VA  on 
July  24-26.  Devoted  to  the  use  of  technol- 
ogy in  humanities  and  arts  education, 
sessions  will  be  held  in  the  fine  arts, 
graphic  design,  musical  theater  and  chore- 
ography. It  will  address  how  standards  of 
learning  can  be  utilized  as  teacher  re- 
sources in  addressing  arts  education. 
Contact:  Society  for  Applied  Learning 
Technology,  540-347-0055; 
conference_info@lti.org. 

Summer  2000  Professional 
Development  Workshops 

The  Annenberg/CPB  Channel  presents 
nine  free  professional  development  work- 
shops July  1-Aug.  31  to  help  teachers  and 
administrators  improve  teaching  and 
learning.  Topics  include  math  and  science 
assessment,  critical  issues  in  school  re- 
form and  principles  for  principals.  Gradu- 
ate credit  is  available.  June  17  registration 
deadline.  Contact:  800-228-8030; 
www.learner.org/channel/workshops/ 
summerOOA 

Connecticut  Web-based  Arts 
Education  Resource  Directory 

Connecticut  Commission  on  the  Arts 
offers  a  web-based  directory  featuring 
descriptions  of  arts  education  programs 
offered  by  more  than  50  Connecticut  arts 
and  cultural  organizations 
(www.ctartsconnected.org).  The  site  high- 
lights programs  designed  around  curricu- 


lum standards,  sample  arts-integrated 
units  and  advocacy  material. 

Lesson  Plans  and  Learning 
Guides  Online 

EDSITEment  (http://edsitement.neh.gov), 
was  developed  by  the  National  Endow- 
ment for  the  Humanities  and  is  devoted  to 
humanities  educational  materials.  It  links 
to  49  top  humanities  sites,  online  lesson 
plans  and  learning  guides  for  in-school 
activities. 

Curriculum  Design  Institutes 

Massachusetts  Field  Center  for  Teaching 
and  Learning  will  offer  two  summer  insti- 
tutes. Grant  Wiggins:  Designing  Curricu- 
lum to  Enhance  Student  Learning,  July 
11-13  in  Weston  ($495)  and  The  Mosaic 
of  America:  Teaching  Immigration  in 
Grades  4-8,  July  10-14  in  Lowell  ($395). 
Institutes  are  filled  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  Contact:  617-287-7660. 
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